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Trip Difficulty 1: Trip within easy access to the vehicle and/or level terrain one mile or less  2: May involve uneven terrain one to 
two miles  3: May involve elevation change, uneven terrain, and/or greater than two miles 

Red-cockaded Woodpeckers, or Brown-headed Nut-
hatches as part of  ongoing studies.  Jim Cox and Adam 
Kent will be the leaders.  Come see a beautiful example 
of  habitat restoration in the Red Hills region of  Flor-
ida and hear about ground-breaking bird research. Dif-
ficulty 2 

 
Saturday, February 7, 8:00 a.m. 
La Chua Trail: Meet trip leader Felicia Lee at the 
trailhead of La Chua Trail on Camp Ranch Road. La 
Chua is one of the area’s best birding hotspots and it 
supports a tremendous bird population including wad-
ing birds, waterfowl, raptors, warblers, sparrows, and 
others. $4.00 entrance fee.  Difficulty: 3. 
 
Sunday, February 15, 6:30 a.m. 
Northeast Florida Coast: Meet trip leader John 
Hintermister at the Tag Agency and carpool to the east 
coast. We will start at Fernandina Beach and work our 
way south. Possible Purple Sandpipers and scoters at 
Ft. Clinch State Park. Then to Amelia Island for Red-
throated Loon, scoters, grebes, and gulls. We’ll finish 
at Jacksonville’s Huguenot Park for shorebirds and 
other winter birds. Expect a full day of birding and 
some walking at various coastal sites. Bring a lunch and 
warm clothes. Difficulty: 3. 
 
Saturday, February 28, 8:00 a.m. 
Newnans Lake Extravaganza: Meet trip leader Rex 
Rowan at the Owens-Illinois Park in Windsor on the 
east shore of Newnans Lake. We’ll start by scanning 
the lake for Bald Eagles and various water birds with 
the sun at our backs and      (continued on page 11) 

January and February Field Trips 

Saturday and Sunday, January 10-11, 8:00 a.m. 
St. Marks National Wildlife Refuge: Meet John 
Hintermister at the St. Marks visitor center on Saturday 
at 8 a.m. for a trip to one of Florida’s premier winter 
birding spots. Expect a large number and wide variety 
of birds. Overnight option: Sunday’s meeting time and 
location will be decided on Saturday. Call Wild Birds 
Unlimited (352-381-1997) to register. Limit 20 people. 
Difficulty: 3. 
 
Saturday, January 17, 8:00 a.m.  
Gainesville Ponds: Meet Ron Robinson at the Home 
Depot parking lot on Tower Road to search for water-
fowl and other birds at various ponds in southwest 
Gainesville, including Chapmans Pond. Difficulty: 1. 
 
Saturday, January 24, 7:00 a.m. 
Alligator Lake: Meet Bob Carroll at the Gainesville 
Tag Agency and carpool to Alligator Lake Park. We 
will walk the grassy berm around the large marsh look-
ing for waterfowl, wading birds, and woodland species. 
This site has often produced new and unique birds. 
Difficulty: 3. 
 
Saturday and Sunday, January 31-February 1 
Tall Timbers Research Station Sparrow Banding 
and the Wade Tract:   
Call Wild Birds Unlimited (352-381-1997) for details 
and to make a reservation. Arrive Saturday afternoon 
for a tour of  the area around the research station, then 
overnight Saturday in TTRS’ comfy bunkhouse. Leave 
early the next morning for a day of  birding around Tall 
Timbers property. We will attempt to catch sparrows, 

tel:%28352-381-1997
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Content of The Crane is the sole re-
sponsibility of AAS and fulfills stated objec-

tives and goals of AAS.  Annual subscription 
to The Crane is included in AAS dues.  Non
-Audubon members may subscribe to The 
Crane for $10 annually.  All checks for sub-
scriptions or changes of address should be 
mailed to Paul Moler, Membership Chairman: 
see back page for address.  Submissions to 
The Crane are welcomed.  The Crane is 
printed on recycled paper. 

Alachua Audubon Officers &  
Chairpersons of  

Standing Committees 

Deadline for  
Mar. Apr. Crane: 

Feb. 15th
 

President  ...............  Anne Casella 352-378-0505 

Vice President ........ Scott Flamand 352-665-7020 

Secretary....................... Felicia Lee 714-791-8855 

Treasurer  .............. Dotty Robbins 386-454-8087 

Membership ..................Paul Moler 352-495-9419 

Field Trips ........ John Hintermister 352-316-2396 

Education  ............. Emily Schwartz 352-372-0754 

Birding Classes ... Barbara Fennelly 352-226-8549 

Festivals  ............... Barbara Shea 352-472-4650 

Conservation ............... Bob Simons 352-372-7646 

Crane Editor............. Debbie Segal 352-514-0596 

Submittals  .................. debbie.segal @gmail.com 

Advertising................ Debbie Segal 352-514-0596  

Website  ................... Rex Rowan 352-371-9296 

Yearbook  ................... Bob Carroll 352-372-6698 

Crane Circulation ...  Erika and Bob Simons, Paul  

                  Moler, and other volunteers  

AAS Website .................. www.alachuaaudubon.org 

 

 

The Alachua Audubon Society’s 
mission is to foster appreciation 

and knowledge of birds and 
other native wildlife, to protect 
and restore wildlife populations 
and their habitats, and to pro-

mote sustainable use of natural 
resources. 

Gainesville Christmas Bird Count 
 
 The 57th Gainesville Christmas Bird Count (CBC) was con-
ducted on Sunday, December 14th. Eleven teams covered a fifteen-
mile-diameter circle centered on Paynes Prairie, an area that includes 
Micanopy, Rochelle, and nearly all of Gainesville, as well as most of 
Newnans Lake, Kanapaha Prairie, and Barr Hammock.  Participants 
reported an extraordinary 157 species of birds while birding on foot, 
by car, and by boat from before dawn till after sundown.  
 For the second year in a row, the new Paynes Prairie Sheet-
flow Wetland produced several species that are rarely seen in 
Alachua County, including Canvasback, Greater Scaup, White-faced 
Ibis, and Great White Heron. Also found there were 15 Limpkins, 
while the team covering Newnans Lake, formerly the Limpkin’s 
population center in the county, saw only three. 

We found two species never previously recorded on the 
Gainesville Count—a Wilson’s Plover on some Division of Forestry 
property near the airport and a Wood Thrush at Kanapaha Gardens.  
Other rarities included a Whooping Crane that had been present at 
the UF Beef Teaching Unit for the preceding week, a Vermilion Fly-
catcher that has been at the end of the La Chua Trail since October, 
five Ash-throated Flycatchers, a Blue-winged Warbler, two Roseate 
Spoonbills, three Purple Gallinules, a Spotted Sandpiper, two Laugh-
ing Gulls, two White-winged Doves, an unidentified hummingbird 
(either Ruby-throated or Black-
chinned), two Least Flycatchers, 
two Yellow-breasted Chats, five 
Dark-eyed Juncos, five Painted 
Buntings, and eight Pine Siskins. 

This was the first CBC for 
our new co-compilers, Andy Krat-
ter and Bob Carroll. Congratula-
tions, guys, for kicking off your 
careers with a great Count, and 
thanks to retiring co-compilers 
John Hintermister and Howard 
Adams for several years of great 
Counts. 

And the final totals are: Black-
bellied Whistling-Duck  212; Snow 
Goose  2; Muscovy Duck  291; 
Wood Duck  149; Gadwall  108; 
American Wigeon  2; Mallard  7; 
Mottled Duck  66; Blue-winged Teal  
395; Northern Shoveler  53; Green-
winged Teal  232; Canvasback 1;                
(Continued on Pg. 4)    

Photograph of Anhinga at sun-
rise at Paynes Prairie taken by 
Jonathan Mays during the 
Gainesville  CBC. 
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Family Birding at Paynes Prairie 
 

Join volunteers Neil and Joan MacLeod for family bird-
ing events on the first Saturday of each month, Novem-
ber through April. These field trips are sponsored by 
Paynes Prairie Preserve State Park. Call 352-466-4100 to 
register. Families and kids are encouraged to participate. 
Children must be accompanied by an adult.   
 
Saturday, January 3, 9:00-11:00 a.m. Family Birding 
at Paynes Prairie 
Cranes and Winter Birds on the Prairie. Meet Neil and 
Joan McLeod at the La Chua Trail parking lot. Walk La 
Chua Trail to view birds that winter on the prairie and 
year-round residents.  
  
Saturday, February 7, 9:00-11:00 a.m. Family Birding 
at Paynes Prairie 
Identifying Birds and Their Songs. Meet Neil and Joan 
MacLeod at Bolen Bluff Trail (no restroom facilities) to 
learn how to identify birds by visual characteristics and 
song.   

Birding in Florida—A Youth’s Report 

 
 I am an 11-year old birder who recently moved 
from Virginia to Florida. I went on some Alachua Audu-
bon bird walks with expert birders and was excited to 
see all of the birders. Some of the birds I saw on the 
walks were Swamp Sparrow, Savannah Sparrow, Brown-
headed Cowbird, Fish Crow, Common Gallinule, Purple 
Gallinule, Western Palm Warbler, and Yellow-rumped 
Warbler.  In Florida, I have seen many water birds – 
Tricolored Heron, Great Blue Heron, Little Blue Heron, 
Anhinga, American Bittern, Snowy Egret, Great Egret, 
American Oystercatcher, and American Avocet. Since I 
have been in Florida, I have reached 128 species on my 
life list. Some of my favorite birds that I saw in Virginia 
were Eastern Bluebird, Chipping Sparrow, Dark-eyed 
Junco, American Goldfinch, Eastern Kingbird, North-
ern Flicker, Downy Woodpecker, and Red-bellied 
Woodpecker.  It is really cool to see the differences in 
birds from place to place. 

 By Milo Duffy 
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Drawing by  
Andre Frattino  

Kids’ Christmas Bird Count 
 

Join us for an exciting morning of bird surveys 
followed by a tally session & pizza. 

 
Who: Kids under 17, accompanied by an adult* 
When: Saturday, January 17, 2015:  9:00 A.M.-2:00 
p.m.   
Where: Teams meet at assigned locations; locations 
provided when you register. 
Questions and to Register: Contact Emily 
Schwartz at: emilysgfl@gmail.com or  
352-372-0754 
 
This event will take place unless there is heavy rain. 
If you need binoculars, please let us know when you 
register.  Following the bird count, teams will meet 
from 12:30-2:00 p.m. at Mill Pond Condominiums 
Clubhouse (240 NW 48th Blvd.) to tally the number 
of birds seen.  Pizza & drinks will be provided by 
AAS. 
 
*Parents are asked to attend and help with transpor-
tation, but please leave the bird watching to the kids! 

Photograph taken by Mercedes Panquera during the 
Kids’ Bird Camp at Tuscawilla Prairie on October 19th.  
Thanks to the AAS volunteers, Alachua Conservation 
Trust for use of their facilities, and the ten families and 
17 kids who participated.   
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Gainesville CBC  
(Continued from Page 2) 

 
Redhead 1; Ring-necked Duck  795; Greater 

Scaup  1; Lesser Scaup  50; Bufflehead 11; Hooded 
Merganser  198; Ruddy Duck  57; Wild Turkey 26; 
Pied-billed Grebe 204; Horned Grebe 1; Wood 
Stork 75; Double-crested Cormorant  1,022; An-
hinga 202; American White Pelican 40; American 
Bittern 9; Great Blue Heron 149 (including 1 Great 
White Heron); Great Egret 176; Snowy Egret 205; 
Little Blue Heron 263; Tricolored Heron 45; Cattle 
Egret 58; Green Heron 37; Black-crowned Night-
Heron  71; White Ibis 1,811; Glossy Ibis 159; White
-faced Ibis 1; Roseate Spoonbill 2; Black Vulture 
407; Turkey Vulture 844; Osprey 3; Northern Har-
rier 40; Sharp-shinned Hawk 8; Cooper's Hawk 8; 
Bald Eagle 58; Red-shouldered Hawk 175; Red-
tailed Hawk 41; King Rail 28; Virginia Rail 11; Sora 
54; Purple Gallinule 3; Common Gallinule 280; 
American Coot  2,446; Limpkin 18; Sandhill Crane 
2,555; Whooping Crane 1; Spotted Sandpiper  1; 
Greater Yellowlegs 29; Lesser Yellowlegs 1; Least 
Sandpiper 25; Wilson's Snipe 189; American Wood-
cock  22; Bonaparte's Gull 21; Laughing Gull 2; 
Ring-billed Gull 534; Herring Gull 18; Forster's 
Tern 24; Rock Pigeon 58; Eurasian Collared-Dove 
6; White-winged Dove 2; Mourning Dove 223; 
Common Ground-Dove 6; Barn Owl  1; Eastern 
Screech-Owl 10; Great Horned Owl 37; Barred Owl 
43; Eastern Whip-poor-will  3; Archilochus sp. 1; 
Belted Kingfisher  44; Red-headed Woodpecker 14; 
Red-bellied Woodpecker 274; Yellow-bellied Sap-
sucker 78; Downy Woodpecker 115; Northern 
Flicker 43; Pileated Woodpecker 143; American 
Kestrel 43; Merlin  2; Least Flycatcher  2; Eastern 
Phoebe  410; Vermilion Flycatcher 1; Ash-throated 
Flycatcher 5; Loggerhead Shrike  20; White-eyed 
Vireo 124; Blue-headed Vireo 88; Blue Jay 399; 
American Crow  664; Fish Crow 109; crow, sp. 125; 
Tree Swallow 141; Carolina Chickadee  298; Tufted 
Titmouse 388; Red-breasted Nuthatch  1; Brown-
headed Nuthatch 3; House Wren 234; Sedge Wren 
66; Marsh Wren 64; Carolina Wren 412; Blue-gray 
Gnatcatcher 457; Ruby-crowned Kinglet  560; East-
ern Bluebird 149; Hermit Thrush 63; Wood Thrush 
1; American Robin 1,121; Gray Catbird 147; Brown 
Thrasher 27; Northern Mockingbird 174; European 
Starling 57; American Pipit 3; Cedar Waxwing 7; 
Ovenbird  9; Northern Waterthrush 3; Blue-winged 
Warbler 1; Black-and-white Warbler 99; Orange-

crowned Warbler 105; Common Yellowthroat 285; 
Northern Parula 5; Palm Warbler 856; Pine Warbler 
130; Yellow-rumped Warbler 2,438; Yellow-throated 
Warbler 41; Prairie Warbler 6; Yellow-breasted Chat 
2; Eastern Towhee 90; Chipping Sparrow 655; Field 
Sparrow 8; Vesper Sparrow 28; Savannah Sparrow  
229; Grasshopper Sparrow 1; Song Sparrow 45; Lin-
coln's Sparrow 2; Swamp Sparrow 596; White-
throated Sparrow  40; White-crowned Sparrow 5; 
Dark-eyed Junco 5; Northern Cardinal 565; Painted 
Bunting 5; Red-winged Blackbird  2,753; Eastern 
Meadowlark 396; Common Grackle 338; Boat-tailed 
Grackle  984; Brown-headed Cowbird 38; Baltimore 
Oriole 27; House Finch 56; Pine Siskin 8; American 
Goldfinch 351; House Sparrow 114. 

By Rex Rowan 

Photograph above of a Great White Heron at 
the Sheetflow Wetland and photograph below 
of an Ash-throated Flycatcher on Paynes Prai-
rie.  Both photographs taken by Matt O’Sullivan 
during the Gainesville CBC. 



The Crane  Alachua Audubon Society Volume 56 Number 3 Jan-Feb 2015 Page 5 

 Melrose Christmas Bird Count 
 

 On December 18th, 35 participants from 
Santa Fe Audubon, Alachua Audubon, and others 
fanned out in boats, cars, and on foot to survey all 
the birds that could be seen and heard for the 24th  
annual Melrose Christmas Bird Count 
(CBC).  This dedicated effort resulted in locating 
107 species of birds—a decrease from the 114 spe-
cies that were tallied last year.  The Melrose CBC 
covers a 15-mile radius circle that encompasses 
parts of Clay, Putnam, Alachua, and Bradford 
Counties.  Many bird-rich natural areas occur in 
this circle and include Lake Santa Fe, Santa Fe 
Swamp, Gold Head Branch State Park, the Ord-
way Preserve, and numerous lakes.  

 At the end of the day-long survey, partici-
pants congregated at Betty’s Pizza in Melrose to 
tally the results, to share stories of the day’s birding 
highlights, and of course to feast on the local cui-
sine.  Laura Berkelman compiled the list of birds 
that were surveyed by the eight birding 
groups.  Interesting sightings included 80 Horned 
Grebes and 250 Ruddy Ducks on Lake Santa Fe; 
30 Black-bellied Whistling Ducks at Boyd’s Lake; 2 
Brown-headed Nuthatches from Santa Fe Swamp; 
14 Eastern Meadowlarks on Swamp Road; and 1 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird.  The hoped-for Pa-
cific Loon that wintered on Lake Santa Fe last year 
was not seen. 

Christmas Bird Counts provide important in-
sight into the health of the environment.  Since 

birds are the most visible of our wildlife and the 
easiest to survey, bird survey data provide an indi-
cation of the overall health of the less visible wild-
life species. An abundant and diverse avian com-
munity can reflect healthy ecological habitats, 
while declining bird populations can signify dis-
turbing trends in our land development patterns 
and their detrimental effects to natural ar-
eas.  Changes in the range of some bird species 
also have implications in assessing results of cli-
mate change.   National Audubon has identified 
314 species of birds in the U.S. that could be af-
fected by climate change. 

Results from the Melrose CBC combined with 
data from hundreds of other CBC surveys 
throughout the country allow ornithologists to as-
sess bird trends on a national and international 

scale.   
By Joyce King 

 

 
Left photograph of Lynne Peterson, Joyce King, 
and Joy Segall birding at Lake Brooklyn in Clay 
County during the Melrose Christmas Bird Count.  
Above photograph of a Gray Catbird taken during 
the Melrose Christmas Bird Count.  Both photo-
graphs taken by Ida Little. 
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Photograph of a Winter Wren taken by John Mar-
tin while canoeing down the Santa Fe River dur-
ing the Ichetucknee/Santa Fe/O’Leno CBC.   

observed during last year’s CBC!  One of the 
most notable species of the count, Pine Siskin 
(17), was observed for the first time during this 
CBC. The six years worth of CBC data are begin-
ning to show trends that note our area’s common 
and unique species.  The participants look for-
ward to next year when they can spend another 
beautiful day in north-central Florida counting 
birds. 

 
By Ginger Morgan 

 

Ichetucknee, Santa Fe, O’Leno 
Christmas Bird Count 

 
The Ichetucknee/Santa Fe/O’Leno Christ-

mas Bird Count held its sixth annual bird count on 
Tuesday, December 16th.  The CBC covers many 
natural and state-managed properties including 
Ichetucknee Springs State Park, O’Leno State Park, 
the Ichetucknee River, 25 miles of the Santa Fe 
River, wildlife mitigation sites and areas of private, 
residential, and agricultural use.  

This year’s 15-mile wide circle, centered 
near the town of Fort White, involved 38 partici-
pants assigned to five teams.  Many of the partici-
pants are members of the Four Rivers Audubon, 
Alachua Audubon, Florida Park Service, and Flor-
ida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission. 
The group was pleased to have eight new faces join 
the CBC this year.  

Three of the five birding groups concen-
trated their efforts on state lands; specifically within 
the state parks and conservation areas. The other 
two teams paddled additional river areas and trav-
eled through uplands and neighborhoods.  The 
group’s efforts were achieved by car and foot, as 
well as by paddling on the Santa Fe and Ichetuck-
nee Rivers.  Once their bird surveying was com-
plete, the five teams joined together for an enjoy-
able evening to summarize the data, swap stories, 
and eat pizza.   

The CBC recorded 5,985 birds comprising 
96 species.  These observations included four new 
high count records, eight species uncommon to the 
count circle, including one new species.  Record 
high counts were observed for Rock Pigeon (29), 
Ovenbird (4), Orange-crowned Warbler (29), and 
Turkey Vulture (704).  Uncommon birds within the 
area included Virginia Rail (1), Winter Wren (2), 
Grasshopper Sparrow (1), Wilson’s Snipe (5), and 
Redhead (4). Both Wilson’s Snipe and Redhead set 
high record counts for this CBC. Interestingly, two 
uncommon species, a Black-throated Green War-
bler and a Vermillion Flycatcher were each ob-
served for a consecutive year in very close prox-
imity to last year’s sighting.  In fact, the Vermillion 
Flycatcher was on the same branch as where it was 

Cinema Verde International  
 

Environmental Film & Arts Festival 
 

February 12—15 
 

www.cinemaverde.org 
(352)327-3560 
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Captain Doug’s 

TIDE WATER TOURS 
 from Cedar Key 

For the ultimate birding experience 

by boat to remote coastal marshes or 

near shore islands.  Charter only. 

Call or check our website:  352-543-9523  

tidewatertours.com 

 

4215 NW 16th Blvd   Gainesville 
352-381-1997 

gainesville.wbu.com 
gainesvillewbu@hotmail.com 

Birdseed · Feeders  · Nesting Boxes · Nature Gifts · Optics 

Mon-Sat 10-6   Sun 12-5 

MICANOPY ANIMAL HOSPITAL  

Medical ,  Surgical and Dental Serv ices  
Molly Pearson,  DVM;  Lor i  Wendland,  DVM  
306 NE Highway 441,  Micanopy,  FL  32667  

www.micanopyanimalhospital . com   
352-466-0067  
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Wading Bird Rookery Enhancement at 
Orange Lake  

 
 The Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission 
(FWC) held a public meeting on Dec. 4th to discuss 
the interim aquatic weed control activities that are 
planned at Orange Lake over the next six 
months.  Alachua Audubon is an important stake-
holder due to our advocacy for bird conservation, 
and as such, FWC has solicited our input and in-
volvement.  FWC plans to implement a wading bird 
rookery enhancement project – a plan that Alachua 
Audubon and FWC jointly developed almost two 
years ago to encourage future nesting of wading 
birds on the islands at Orange Lake.     

Thick tussock vegetation covers much of 
Orange Lake including around several islands where 
wading birds have previously nested.  Since the 
vegetation is so thick, it provides a means for 
predators such as raccoons to access these is-
lands.  The goal of the Wading Bird Rookery En-
hancement Plan is to create an open water zone 
around four islands where wading birds have previ-
ously nested so raccoons and other predators can-
not access the islands without risk of alligator at-
tack.   

FWC plans to remove the thick tussock 
vegetation in a zone around four islands (Bird Is-
land, Red Bird Island, Grassy Point, and North Is-
land) either through mechanical shredding or herbi-
ciding.  A 200 - 300 ft buffer of vegetation will be 
left undisturbed next to each island to provide a 
vegetative buffer and to protect the island and birds 
from boaters who may fish in the open water zones 
around the islands.  Vegetation removal by me-
chanical harvesting will occur in January and early 
February, while herbiciding will occur in late July.  
This schedule is designed to avoid any disturbances 
to nesting wading birds.  

Alachua Audubon will recommend follow-
up monitoring so that the potential success of this 
enhancement project can be assessed.  Alachua 
Audubon will also continue to stay involved in the 
community working group for the Orange Lake 
Habitat Management Plan. 

 

A Victory for Public Use at  
Barr Hammock 

 
 Many people – over 50 judging by those 
who wore a “Keep the Barr Open” sticker – at-
tended the October 28th Alachua County Com-
mission meeting to object to the potential closing 
of a section of the Barr Hammock loop trail.  A 
small contingent of the adjacent Island Field 
neighborhood had petitioned the board to close a 
segment of the loop trail behind their houses so 
they could have exclusive enjoyment of that por-
tion of the trail without hearing or seeing other 
trail users.  Alachua Audubon, with support from 
Audubon of Florida and Conservation Trust of 
Florida, took a lead role in rallying support from 
the community to “Keep the Barr Open” for all 
trail users.   
 And we were victorious.  The Board of 
County Commission voted 5-0 to keep the trail 
open.  The neighboring landowners withdrew 
their request to close a section of the trail, so it 
will remain open all the way around, at worst with 
an extra gate to walk through. One might have a 
philosophical objection to that extra gate, but it 
won't impede our enjoyment of the trail. Thanks 
to all the folks who wrote letters, sent emails, and 
attended meetings in support of keeping this 
public jewel open for public enjoyment. 
 

By Debbie Segal 

Receive the Crane  
Electronically 

 
Help Alachua Audubon reduce our costs of pa-
per, printing, and mailing and help the environ-
ment by receiving the Crane electronically. You 
will receive only one email per newsletter that will 
contain a link to the Alachua Audubon Website. 
To start receiving the Crane electronically, send 
an email to AAS-thecrane@att.net.  In the subject 
line put the word Newsletter and include your 
name & address.  
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to address those needs, but the funds must be 
spent wisely in order to maximize their benefits. 
 The Florida's Water and Land Legacy 
is asking for your help.  Please schedule to meet 
with your legislators during the week of January 
12th when they will be returning to their district. 
Use these websites to obtain the contact informa-
tion for your legislators: http://
www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/
Representatives/myrepresentative.aspx and  
http://www.flsenate.gov/Senators/Find   Prior 
to the meeting, Legacy staff will provide you with 
a toolkit for meeting with your legislators which 
will include talking points on Amendment 1, ex-
amples of projects in your district that would 
qualify for Amendment 1 dollars, media clips, and 
statistics on Amendment 1 support in your dis-
trict.  Once you've scheduled the meetings, please 
let Legacy staff know http://voteyeson1fl.org so 
they can effectively coordinate with the coalition 
partners to ensure that you receive all the materi-
als you will need. 

In addition to these district visits with legislators, 
Florida's Water and Land Legacy is working with 
our friends at Sierra Club and other conservation 
partners to organize a rally/lobby day in February 
when volunteers will meet with legislators in Tal-
lahassee to discuss Amendment 1 implementa-
tion, right before the legislative session begins in 
March. 

Florida Water and Land Conservation  
Initiative Passes! 

Your Help is Needed Now 
 
Passage of Amendment 1, the Water and 

Land Conservation Amendment, is a historic vic-
tory for protection of Florida’s drinking water 
sources; the water quality of our rivers, lakes, and 
springs; and conservation of our state’s wildlife 
habitat, beaches, and natural areas. Floridians 
overwhelmingly voted Yes on Amendment 1, 
clearly showing that Florida voters understand the 
importance of water and land conservation to our 
state’s environment and its economy. This should 
send a clear message to the Governor and Legis-
lature that Florida voters overwhelmingly support 
increased state funding for water and land conser-
vation, management, and restoration.  However, 
there is concern that a substantial percentage of 
funds could be diverted to pet projects and not to 
the important environmental causes that they 
were intended for. 

A coalition of Amendment 1 supporters 
has assembled to ensure that the Florida Legisla-
ture and Governor Scott adhere to the intent of 
Florida voters to fund those projects that will 
provide the most benefit to our state’s environ-
mental resources.  The coalition includes Trust 
for Public Land, Audubon of Florida, Florida 
Wildlife Federation, Conservancy of Southwest 
Florida, The Nature Conservancy, Defenders of 
Wildlife, League of Women Voters of Florida, 
Florida Land Trust Alliance, Sierra Club, The 
Conservation Fund, Florida Conservation Coali-
tion, and Everglades Foundation. 

During the summer of  2013, while we 
were collecting signatures to place Amendment 1 
on the ballot, Florida suffered one of  the greatest 
ecological disasters in recent years in both the In-
dian River Lagoon and the Caloosahatchee River, 
thus highlighting the need to protect our water-
ways from pollution and degradation. Meanwhile, 
our springs continue to suffer immensely and are 
in dire need of  conservation and restoration. 
Amendment 1 is intended to provide a long-term, 
sustainable fund for water and land conservation 

Bob Simons Award (continued from 
Page 11) 
 
gopher tortoises per acre and more Wild Turkeys 
per acre than I have seen on many public lands. 
 

By Bob Simons 
 

AAS congratulates Bob on this state-wide recog-
nition and thanks him for his involvement with 
the many conservation-related issues around our 
county, including Plum Creek, Barr Hammock, 
Orange Lake, Cocolough Pond, San Felasco 
Hammock, and others. 

http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Representatives/myrepresentative.aspx
http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Representatives/myrepresentative.aspx
http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Representatives/myrepresentative.aspx
http://www.flsenate.gov/Senators/Find
http://voteyeson1fl.org
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Update on Winter Hummingbird 
Banding  

 
 The winter season was pretty slow until 
the freeze in mid-November.  Then new birds 
and an amazing amount of returning banded 
hummers began showing up.  Since my last up-
date, I’ve banded 13 hummers and caught or had 
reports of 17 returning previously banded hum-
mingbirds.   
  I caught a 2nd year return Rufous on Oc-
tober 18th at Ellen Crotty’s home in Foley.  I 
then banded my first winter bird, a Rufous, on 
October 22nd at Kate McClean’s home in Mont-
gomery.  I then caught Duane Miller’s 2nd year 
return Rufous on October 28th in Fairhope and 
banded a Rufous for Barbara McLeod in Mobile 
on October 29th.  
  Lots of interesting returns started show-
ing up in November.  On the 3rd, I caught Sherry 
Rossi’s 3rd year return Rufous in Montgom-
ery.  That bird was first encountered on Septem-
ber 14th in Colbert, Oklahoma on the way home 
to Sherry’s.   On November 4th in Brewton, I 
caught Ann Biggs-Williams’ Rufous named Mary 
Marie for the eighth consecutive winter.  I re-
member when no one thought they lived that 
long.  On November 7th I made a quick trip to 
west Georgia to catch a 2nd year return Rufous for 
Kathy Wade in Parrott and another 2nd year re-
turn Rufous for Norris Wooten in Sasser.  On 
November 14th Ron Robinson in Gainesville, FL 
sent pictures of the band number of his 2nd year 
return Ruby-throated.  People really can get pic-
tures of those tiny numbers with great cameras 
and some luck. 
  On November 19th I prepared for a trip 
to the coast by banding a Rufous for Danna 
Goodson a couple of blocks from my home in 
Montgomery.  Early on November 20th near the 
west Alabama town of Walker Springs, I banded a 
Rufous for Keith Altham.  Then I stopped in Sat-
suma to catch Jimmy Stephenson’s 3rd year return 
Rufous.  In Mobile, I caught Velma Britain’s 
2nd year return Rufous and banded my first Ruby-
throated of the winter for her.  At Ron Rowell’s 

Mobile home, I banded my first Black-chinned of 
the winter.  I banded a Ruby-throated for Mi-
chelle Miller in Irvington and then headed across 
Mobile Bay to band a Black-chinned for Bill Sum-
merour in Silver Hill. 
  At first light on November 21st near 
Foley, I caught Ken and Jan Taylor’s 4th year re-
turn Rufous.  I hit the jackpot at Jim Dickerson’s 
home in Lillian when I caught three 3rd year re-
turn Rufous and banded a new Rufous.  That’s 
pretty amazing to catch three 3rd year hummers at 
one time in one yard.  It looks like Jim’s great 
yard is back to normal after relatively slim pick-
ings last winter.  I finished up in Valpariso where 
I banded a Rufous for Wendi Greene. 
  I got another rare treat on November 
22nd.  Near Hartford, AL at Dick Mowbray’s 
home, I caught his 2nd year return male Al-
len’s.  Moments later, I caught his 2nd year return 
male Rufous.  That male Rufous had been caught 
by Fred Moore in Birmingham on August 14th 
on the way back to Dick’s home.  You can see the 
difference in the back of the Allen’s and the Ru-
fous at http://www.pbase.com/fhound/
allens.  An Adult male Allen’s has an all-green 
back while an adult male Rufous has a rufous-
colored back.  I headed toward Enterprise where 
I banded a Rufous for Richard and Marcia Varney 
and a Rufous for Maisie Stanley.  Great returns 
kept on coming when I caught both a 2nd year 
return Rufous and a 3rd year return Rufous for 
Don Lassiter.  
  I was ready to head for home when I got 
a call from Sharhonda Owens in Pensacola about 
a large hummer at her mom’s home.  I’m glad I 
extended my trip because I was privileged to band 
an adult female Anna’s.  You can see pictures 
at http://www.pbase.com/fhound/annas.  That 
is only the second Anna’s banded in Florida.  I 
also banded a Rufous for Sharhonda. 
  Please watch your feeder closely and con-
tact me at 334-868-9658 or  http://
hummingbirdresearch.net/ if a hummer shows up 
at your home. 
 

By Fred Bassett 

http://www.pbase.com/fhound/allens
http://www.pbase.com/fhound/allens
http://www.pbase.com/fhound/annas
http://hummingbirdresearch.net/
http://hummingbirdresearch.net/


The Crane  Alachua Audubon Society Volume 56 Number 3 Jan-Feb 2015 Page 11 

Congratulations Bob Simons 
 
 Each year Audubon Florida presents a Sus-
tainable Forestry Award.  The award often goes to 
a forest industry company, but this year, on August 
28th, they bestowed the award to Bob Simons, a 
long-time Alachua Audubon board member, 
who owns and manages about 1,400 acres of forest 
land in Suwannee County and 100 acres in Alachua 
County. Here is Bob’s description of this crucial 
responsibility 
  Most of this land is in pine plantations, and 
has been so for over 50 years.  I started managing 
the Suwannee County land in 1957, when I was in 
high school.  We planted slash pine in nice straight 
rows.  After two rotations of slash pine and some 
loblolly pine, I started planting longleaf pine in 
1990.  We have now planted about 1,000 acres of 
longleaf pine in about a dozen different planta-
tions.  These plantations will be thinned when 
large enough (15 to 20 years old), and grown on 
long rotations to produce poles and saw tim-
ber.  We donated a conservation easement on part 
of the Alachua County land that is hardwood for-
est along the Santa Fe River to the Alachua County 
Trust a couple of years ago. 
  Because we have been careful to not be 
too intensive with our management methods, we 
still have good populations of gopher tortoises, 
deer, Wild Turkeys, Northern Bobwhite, Common 
Ground Dove, and other wildlife species.  We still 
have a few fox squirrels, Bachman's Sparrows, 
Field Sparrows, coachwhip snakes, diamondback 
rattlesnakes, and indigo snakes. 
  To be clear, this is a business.  Ninety per-
cent of the land is in pine plantations that are be-
ing grown as a crop to produce income and prod-
ucts for the economy.  We use herbicides, have 
clear-cuts, and the habitat for wildlife is not as 
good as it could be in a state or national forest 
where income production is not considered a high 
priority.  Still, having spent a lot of time in the 
public forests in North Florida and a lot of time in 
our pine plantations, it seems to me that we are 
not all that far behind when it comes to wild-
life.  We have more     (continued on page 9)   

Field Trips (Continued from Page 1) 

 
then we’ll bird the trees along the boat channel. 
Next we’ll move to Powers Park, where we’ll scan 
from the fishing pier and bird the park’s wooded 
edges. Finally we’ll go to Palm Point, where we’ll 
finish our scan of the lake and look for warblers 
in the oaks. Difficulty: 2. 
 
Saturday, March 7, 8:00 a.m. 
Morningside Nature Center – CLEP: Meet City 
Naturalist Geoff Parks at the Morningside parking lot. 
MNC contains more than seven miles of trails that 
wind through sandhills, flatwoods, cypress domes, and 
habitat restoration areas. The resident breeders – Pine 
Warblers, Eastern Towhees, Brown-headed Nut-
hatches, and Red-headed Woodpeckers - should be 
busy singing and establishing territories. Difficulty: 2 
 
 
 

Birding Class Offered 
 
 Santa Fe College's Community Education 
Program, in collaboration with the Alachua Audu-
bon Society, is offering a 4-week course in Bird 
Identification. The next class begins Jan. 24th and 
continues for three consecutive Saturdays. Classes 
are on Saturday mornings and last 2 hours. The 
final class will be a longer trip to Cedar Key. Each 
class is led by a local birding expert. This class will 
benefit both beginning birders and more ad-
vanced birders.  We will visit local natural areas to 
identify birds in their natural habitat. 
 Cost is $49 and generates revenue for 
AAS. Registration is through SFC. For more in-
formation and registration, go online to Santa Fe 
College Community Education or call (352) 395-
5193.  Registration for the class begins on January 
8th and you must be at least 18 years old to regis-
ter. This class receives great reviews and many 
students have returned for additional instruction. 
Limit 12 students, so register early, as this class 
fills quickly. Hope to see you in class.   

 
Barbara Fennelly, Class Coordinator 
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Join Audubon! 
 

To join Audubon on 3 levels (National, Florida, and 
Alachua), fill in application and mail to: 

 

Paul Moler  7818 Highway 346  Archer, Florida 32618 
 

Make check payable to National Audubon Society 
 

Chapter E-18 New Membership Application 

Not for renewals! 
Name:__________________________________ 

Telephone:______________________________ 

Address:________________________________ 

City:___________________________________ 

State:_________________ Zip:______________ 
 

 

Please check level of membership: 
 Basic $35.00    Introductory $20.00:   

 

 

 Alachua Audubon Chapter Only $10.00 
For Chapter Only, receive the local Crane Newsletter but 

no National or State Publication 
For Chapter Only, make checks payable to  

Alachua Audubon Society 
 

Questions? Contact Paul 352-495-9419 or 
paulmoler@bellsouth.net 

  

The Crane 
Jan.—Feb. 2015 

Nature Fair at WBU 
 
Join Wild Birds Unlimited on Saturday, February 
21st for a day long community nature fair.  The 
main event will be an educational presentation 
from 11:00 am - 2:00 pm by licensed wildlife re-
habilitator, Nan Soistman, featuring live birds of 
prey.  Representatives from the Alachua County 
Master Gardener Program will be present to dis-
cuss native plant gardening and other Florida 
friendly yard management practices, such as using 
rain barrels to provide water for irrigation.  Infor-
mation on other nature-related opportunities will 
be available throughout the event.  Call 352-381-
1997 for more details.  

tel:%28352%29%20381-1997
tel:%28352%29%20381-1997

