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Volume 57 Number 2 November December 2015 

The Crane 
 

Trip Difficulty 1: Trip within easy access to the vehicle and/or level terrain one mile or less  2: May involve uneven terrain one to 
two miles  3: May involve elevation change, uneven terrain, and/or greater than two miles 

parking lot to car pool down to Circle Bar B Ranch in 
Polk County. Located on the north shore of Lake 
Hancock, this birding hot spot supports a tremendous 
bird population including wading birds, waterfowl, rap-
tors, warblers, sparrows, and others. The diverse habi-
tat includes oak hammock, freshwater marsh, hard-
wood swamp, and lakeshore. Difficulty: 3. 
 
Sunday, November 29, 6:30 a.m. 
Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive: Meet Bob Carroll in 
the Target parking lot to car pool to this new birding 
hotspot in central Florida.  The St. Johns River Water 
Management District created an extensive marsh flow-
way system to filter water through restored wetlands. 
Birding around Lake Apopka has been extraordinary, 
but was largely inaccessible to the public until the Dis-
trict recently opened the Wildlife Drive. The 1998 
Christmas Bird Count logged 174 species at Lake 
Apopka, the highest species count in the 115-year his-
tory of the CBC.  The bird list continues to grow and 
now includes 362 species.  We will drive and bird along 
the 11-mile Wildlife Drive that meanders through the 
eastern portion of the property.  Difficulty: 1. 
 
Saturday, December 5, 8:00 a.m. 
La Chua Trail: Meet trip leader Anne Casella at the 
trailhead on Camp Ranch Road. La Chua is one of the 
best spots for close study of a variety of sparrows and 
other brush-loving birds, as well as wintering flycatch-
ers, raptors, waterfowl, and Sandhill Cranes. Entrance 
fee: $4.00. Difficulty: 3. 

Field Trips Continued on Page 5 

November and December Field Trips 

See the  Carpooling Information at the end of this article. 
 
Sunday, November 1, 8:00 a.m. 
Camps Canal/Cones Dike (sign-up required): Call 
Wild Birds Unlimited (352-381-1997)  to reserve a spot 
on this space-limited, 3.5 mile (round trip) hike to 
Camps Canal and Cones Dike with field trip leader 
Matt Bruce. A few fall transients may be lingering, but 
we’ll be looking primarily for sparrows and other 
newly-arrived winter birds. Difficulty: 3 
 
Saturday, November 7, 8:00 a.m. 
Hague Dairy: Meet Rex Rowan at the Tag Agency on 
NW 34th Street near US-441 to caravan to one of the 
county’s best spots for sparrows, blackbirds, and rap-
tors. Difficulty: 2. 
 
Saturday, November 14, 8:00 a.m.  
Sweetwater Wetlands Park:  Join trip leader, Debbie 
Segal, for a birding stroll at Gainesville’s newest bird-
ing hotspot; a site that has already logged over 180 bird 
species!  We will search for wetland birds in the newly 
created treatment wetlands and forest dwelling birds in 
the cypress preserve.  Directions to the wetland:  From 
the intersection of SW 13th Street/US 441 and Willis-
ton Road, go east on Williston Road for roughly 3/4 
mile.  The entrance will be on the right.  Bring sun-
screen and water.  Entry fee $5 per vehicle.  Difficulty: 
3 
 
Sunday, November 22, 6:00 a.m. 
Circle B Bar Reserve: Meet Bob Carroll in the Target 
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Content of The Crane is the sole re-
sponsibility of AAS and fulfills stated objec-

tives and goals of AAS.  Annual subscription 
to The Crane is included in AAS dues.  Non
-Audubon members may subscribe to The 
Crane for $10 annually.  All checks for sub-
scriptions or changes of address should be 
mailed to Paul Moler, Membership Chairman: 
see back page for address.  Submissions to 
The Crane are welcomed.  The Crane is 
printed on recycled paper. 

Alachua Audubon Officers &  
Chairpersons of  

Standing Committees 

Deadline for  
Jan.-Feb. Crane: 

Dec. 15th
 

 

 

President  ...............  Anne Casella 352-378-0505 

Vice President ........ Scott Flamand 352-665-7020 

Secretary....................... Felicia Lee 714-791-8855 

Treasurer  .............. Dotty Robbins 386-454-8087 

Membership ..................Paul Moler 352-495-9419 

Field Trips ................... Bob Carroll 352-372-6698 

Education  ............. Emily Schwartz 352-372-0754 

Birding Classes .. Charlene Leonard 352-226-1214 

Festivals  ............... Barbara Shea 352-472-4650 

Conservation ............... Bob Simons 352-372-7646 

Crane Editor............. Debbie Segal 352-514-0596 

Submittals  .................. debbie.segal @gmail.com 

Advertising................ Debbie Segal 352-514-0596    

Website  ................... Rex Rowan 352-371-9296 

Crane Circulation ...  Erika and Bob Simons, Paul  

                  Moler, and other volunteers  

AAS Website .................. www.alachuaaudubon.org 

 

The Alachua Audubon Society’s 
mission is to foster appreciation 

and knowledge of birds and 
other native wildlife, to protect 
and restore wildlife populations 
and their habitats, and to pro-

mote sustainable use of natural 
resources. 

   Fall migration is fairly predict-
able in overall outline, but there is 
great fun in the details, which can 
vary widely from year to year This 
fall definitely had some wrinkles 
of its own!  A few fairly rare war-
blers turned  up in early Septem-
ber. Matt O'Sullivan found a Wil-
son's Warbler at Bolen Bluff on 
September 2nd.  And at least five 

Cerulean Warblers were reported. Andy Kratter had two, one at Bolen 
Bluff and another along the Rail Trail.  Sam Ewing found one in his 
yard September 5th, and another September 13th; also on the 13th, 
Adam Zions spotted one at San Felasco Hammock. Perhaps the rarest 
warbler of the fall was a Canada Warbler found September 8th by Ron 
Robinson, who got some good photos of it frolicking in his custom-
built bird bath! 
 Other than these goodies, warbler migration seemed pretty rou-
tine until the weekend of September 12-13, when a passing front 
dropped a large number of birds on the area. That Sunday, 22 species 
of warblers were recorded. Most astonishing was the number of Black-
burnian Warblers. Normally recorded here in single-digits even on a 
good day, over 60 were recorded that Sunday on eBird! Another mi-
grant that seemed unusually numerous this fall was Kentucky Warbler, 
which was reported from at least 16 different locations. John Hinter-
mister and I had three in one field of view on September 19th at Poe 
Springs. Conversely, two normally fairly common migrants, Black-
throated Blue Warbler and Yellow-billed Cuckoo, were noticeably 
scarce through the season. 
 The Fall Migration Count on September 19th went well. Even 
though some teams reported having a slow day, the cumulative total 
was impressive as always, with 23 warbler species, including a Golden-
winged, two late Louisiana Waterthrushes, and four Kentuckys. Follow-
ing the count, migration fell into the doldrums as a tropical wave 
moved over the Carolinas and remained stationary for nearly two 
weeks. For us, that meant few birds getting through. It was so slow that 
John Hintermister reported one day he had seen zero warblers on a 
walk along Bolen Bluff!  The skies finally cleared October 7th, giving us 
our first epic pre-dawn thrush flight of the season, and permitted the 
final phase of migration to proceed. The following day at Bolen Bluff I 
recorded 13 warbler species, including the typically late-fall Black-
throated Green Warbler. 
 Again this fall Alachua County found itself in a state of 
"Aldernation"! As many as three "rare" Alder Flycatchers took up tem-
porary residence in their familiar places: two along Sparrow Alley at La 
Chua, and one along Cone's Dike. The birds were present from August 
18th through at least October 1st.             (Continued on Page 9)   

Around  
  The County… 
         By Mike Manetz 
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9th Annual Holiday Social   
And Silent Auction 

Friday, Dec. 4th; 6:30—9:00 pm  
Mill Pond Clubhouse 

240 NW 48th Blvd 
 

 
 Celebrate conservation, birds, and the holi-
days with the Alachua Audubon Society!  This 
festive event will include hors d’oeuvres, bever-
ages, and a silent auction—one of our impor-
tant annual fund raising events.  The holiday 
party will be held at the Mill Pond Clubhouse.   
 
 Directions:  From Newberry Road, turn south 
on NW 48th Blvd (across from GNV Health 
and Fitness Center).  Drive south about 2 
blocks.  Look for tennis courts on the right.  
The Clubhouse is next to the tennis courts on 
the right.  Look for our Alachua Audubon 
signs!   We look forward to seeing you at our 
upcoming Holiday Social! 
 

  

Request for Silent Auction Items 
9th Annual Holiday Social 

Friday, Dec. 4th 
 

 Alachua Audubon will hold a Silent Auction 
at the Holiday Social on December 4th and we 
are soliciting donations for the auction.  If you 
own a business, provide a service, create cool 
art, or have items to donate for the silent auc-
tion, please contact Emily Schwartz at 352-372-
0754; emilysgfl@gmail.com or Anne Casella at 
352-256-5960; annecasella@gmail.com  We 
would like to receive all of the silent auction 
items by December 1st so we have time to pre-
pare bid sheets and other paperwork.  Alachua 
Audubon is a 501(c)3 
charitable organization, so 
your gift will be tax de-
ductible.  Thank you for 
your donation and for sup-
porting Alachua Audubon! 

 

Upcoming Birding Opportunities 
At Rodman Reservoir 

 
 The Rodman Reservoir, located on the 
Ocklawaha River about 35 miles southeast of 
Gainesville, was scheduled to undergo a draw-
down of 7 feet beginning October 16th.  Water 
level in the reservoir will be maintained at the 
lower level until around March 1, 2016 in order 
to dry out and remove some of the nuisance 
and exotic plant species such as hydrilla.  Fish 
and other aquatic organisms will be concen-
trated in the lowered pool of water during the 
drawdown, thus potentially attracting large 
numbers of birds.  

Speakers Corner 

 
Thursday, November 5th, at Millhopper Li-
brary Meeting Room (3145 NW 43rd Street, 
Gainesville) 6:30 p.m. social time, 7:00 p.m. 
program.  Current Concerns for the Florida 
Environment: Seven Wonders.  Jonathan 
Brainard, Education Chair of the Suwanee-St. 
John Sierra Club will call attention to some of 
the issues that citizens of Florida should be 
concerned about, such as habitat loss for bears 
and wildlife, fertilizer use, and water conserva-
tion. 
 

  

Visit Alachua Audubon Society on Facebook at 
http://tinyurl.com/alachuaaudubon and click 
“like” and you will be kept up to date on field 
trips, events, and more! 
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    Wednesday Bird Walks  
at the Wetland 

 
At the Sweetwater Wetlands Park 

 
 Alachua Audubon is leading a weekly bird 
walk at the Sweetwater Wetlands Park.  The 
weekly walk is scheduled on Wednesday morn-
ings at 8:30 am, starting November 4th.  
 The Sweetwater Wetlands Park is now 
open daily.  Admission is $5 per car.  An annual 
pass can be purchased for $75 from the Parks, 
Recreation, and Cultural Affairs administrative 
office, which is located on the third floor of the 
Thomas Center, Building B, 306 NE Sixth Ave.  
The office is open Monday-Thursday from 7 a.m.
-6 p.m.  The annual pass is valid from Oct. 1, 
2015 to Sept. 30, 2016.  See flyer on Page 8. 

 
Family Birding at Paynes Prairie 

 
Join volunteers Neil and Joan MacLeod for 
family birding events on the first Saturday of 
each month, November through April.  These 
field trips are sponsored by Paynes Prairie 
Preserve State Park. Call 352-466-4100 for 
more information and register at 
www.prairiefriends.org.  Families and kids are 
encouraged to participate. Children must be 
accompanied by an adult.   
 
Saturday, November 7, 9:00 – 11:00 am 
Family Birding at Paynes Prairie 
Introduction to Birding.  Meet Neil and Joan 
MacLeod at the Paynes Prairie Preserve State 
Park Visitor Center and learn birding basics as 
we walk the trail and look for birds.   
 
Saturday, December 5, 9:00 – 11:00 am 
Family Birding at Paynes Prairie 
How to Identify Birds and Their Songs.  Meet 
Neil and Joan MacLeod at the Paynes Prairie 
Bolen Bluff Trail (no facilities) and learn how 
to recognize birds by site and sound.   

Hummingbird Update 
 
Most of our Ruby-throated Hummingbirds are 
gone now but don’t take down your humming-
bird feeder yet.  It is time to start watching for 
the first of the western hummingbirds like Ru-
fous, Black-chinned, or Calliope .  Please let Fred 
Bassett (FHound@aol.com) know if you have 
already identified a western hummer at your 
feeder, or if you see any species of hummers in 
your yard after November 1st.   
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Drawing by  
Andre Frattino  

 

Captain Doug’s 

TIDE WATER TOURS 
 from Cedar Key 

For the ultimate birding experience 

by boat to remote coastal marshes 

or near shore islands.  Charter only. 

Call or check our website:  352-543-

9523  

tidewatertours.com 
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President’s Message 
 
 Alachua Audubon would like to thank 
all of our members who mailed the postcards 
that they received in the last issue of the Crane 
Newsletter about threats to Paynes Prairie.  We 
think they have had an impact.  In mid-
September I spoke at the annual Legislative Pri-
orities meeting on behalf of AAS about Paynes 
Prairie.  After my presentation, Senator Bradley 
stated that there will be no grazing on Paynes 
Prairie.  Yesterday, I received a letter from Rep-
resentative Keith Perry in response to my post 
card assuring me that there is currently no tim-
bering, grazing, or hunting on the Prairie.  He 
went on to say,  "This office will only support 
issues that contribute to natural resource pro-
tection and stand with you against any activities 
that could potentially harm the Prairie's ecosys-
tem."  We hope that Representative Perry 
shares our perspective on what contributes to 
natural resource protection and what would 
harm the Prairie’s ecosystem.   
 Alachua Audubon has partnered with 
other local conservation organizations to found 
the Protect Paynes Prairie coalition that is advo-
cating on behalf of the Prairie.  Coalition mem-
bers are monitoring activities of the Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection and legisla-
tion that is being introduced in Tallahassee in 
anticipation of the next legislative session that 
begins in January.  We will keep you apprised of 
anything we learn that affects the Prairie and 
our state parks.  Thanks so much for your con-
cern and your advocacy for Paynes Prairie! 
 

Anne Casella 

Field Trips  
(continued from Page 1) 

 
Saturday, December 12, 8:00 a.m.  
Sweetwater Wetlands Park: Join trip leader 
Matt Bruce for a birding stroll at Gainesville’s 
newest birding hotspot; a site that has already 
logged over 180 bird species! We’ll search for 
waterfowl, American Bitterns, and other winter 
wetland birds. Directions: From the intersection 
of US 441 and Williston Rd., go east on Willis-
ton Rd. roughly ¾ of a mile. The entrance will 
be on the right. Bring sunscreen and water. En-
try fee: $5.00 per vehicle. Difficulty: 3 
 
Sunday, December 20, SPECIAL EVENT 
Gainesville Christmas Bird Count 
Contact Andy Kratter (kratter@flmnh.ufl.edu; 
352-226-2462) or Bob Carroll (gatorbob23 
@yahoo.com; 352-281-3616) if you are inter-
ested in participating in this all-day event. Diffi-
culty: 3. 
 
Saturday and Sunday, January 9-10, 8:00 
a.m. St. Marks National Wildlife Refuge: 
Meet John Hintermister at the St. Marks visitor 
center on Saturday at 8 a.m. for a trip to one of 
Florida’s premier winter birding spots. Expect a 
large number and wide variety of birds. Bring a 
lunch.  Overnight option: Sunday’s meeting 
time and location will be decided on Saturday. 
Call Wild Birds Unlimited (352-381-1997) to 
register. Limit 20 people. Difficulty: 3. 
 
Carpooling: If you need a ride or are willing to provide 
a ride, check our web site under Activities > Field Trips 
> Field Trip Schedule. Click on specific field trip, then 
click on "Read more." Then  click on "Leave a Reply" 
and note whether you are offering to drive or will need 
a ride. Then click on  "Post Comment." Hopefully, 
folks will respond to the comments. Be sure to check 
the comments a day or two before the field trip.  
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Birding Survey 
 
 Vanderbilt University is conducting a 
study on birding ability and needs participants 
at all levels of skill for a simple online survey. 
The project is being funded by the National 
Science Foundation. They are trying to recruit 
birders of all experience levels, from beginners 
to experts. If you are interested in registering 
and participating in this on-line study, then go 
to  http://expertise.psy.vanderbilt.edu/  And if 
you wish to know more about the study, visit 
'This is Your Brain on Birds' Facebook page 
at www.facebook.com/pages/This-is-Your-
Brain-on-Birds/158030504237705?
sk=info&tab=page_info or visit their website 
at http://catlab.psy.vanderbilt.edu/  

Alachua Audubon 
sincerely appreci-
ates the generosity 
of Renaissance 
Printing for donat-
ing the printing ser-
vices for over  
1,500 “Save Paynes 
Prairie” post cards 
that were inserted 
into the last edition 
of the Crane News-
letter.   

 
CBC Schedule 

 
Thursday, Dec. 17—Melrose; Contact Joyce 
King (sjoyceking@comcast.net 352-475-1999) 
or  Laura Berkelman 
(lberkelman@windstream.net, 352-475-2023)
Volunteers needed. 
 
Sunday, Dec. 20— Gainesville; contact Andy 
Kratter (kratter@flmnh.ufl.edu; 352-226-2462) 
or Bob Carroll (gatorbob23@yahoo.com; 352-
281-3616) 
 
Tuesday, Dec. 22—Ichetucknee/Santa Fe/
O’Leno; Contact Ginger Morgan at 386-867-
0028 or ginger.morgan@myfwc.com (note Gin-
ger’s new email address.) Volunteers needed. 
  
Wednesday, Dec. 30—Cedar Key; Contact Ron 
Christen 850-567-0490 or Dale Henderson  
352-543-5166. 
 
Saturday, Jan. 2—Lake City, Contact Valerie 
Thomas (386-466-2193  
v.thomas57@gmail.com)  Volunteers needed. 

http://expertise.psy.vanderbilt.edu/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/This-is-Your-Brain-on-Birds/158030504237705?sk=info&tab=page_info
http://www.facebook.com/pages/This-is-Your-Brain-on-Birds/158030504237705?sk=info&tab=page_info
http://www.facebook.com/pages/This-is-Your-Brain-on-Birds/158030504237705?sk=info&tab=page_info
http://catlab.psy.vanderbilt.edu/
tel:352-475-1999
mailto:lberkelman@windstream.net
tel:352-475-2023
tel:850-567-0490
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4215 NW 16th Blvd   Gainesville 
352-381-1997 

gainesville.wbu.com 
gainesvillewbu@hotmail.com 

Birdseed · Feeders  · Nesting Boxes · Nature Gifts · Optics 

Mon-Sat 10-6   Sun 12-5 
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Around The County  
(continued from Page 2) 

 
Our first-ever fall record of Alder Flycatchers 
was in 2012, and they have been annual ever 
since. 
  While walking across Norman Hall 
field on September 5th, Ben Ewing spotted 
and photographed a very early Western King-
bird. As other birders arrived to get a look at 
the Western, a very late Eastern Kingbird was 
discovered foraging in the same field!  While 
birding at Chapman’s Pond on October 9th, 
Adam Zions discovered a first-year female 
Vermilion Flycatcher. Hopefully, this one will 
stay the winter. At least two Least Flycatchers 
have returned to Cone's Dike where they have 
been fairly regular the past several winters. Our 
first returning Savannah Sparrow was spotted 
October 2nd at the Sweetwater Wetlands Park 
by Geoff Parks, and an early Lincoln's Sparrow 
was photographed the following day at Cones 
Dike by Frank and Irina Goodwin. 
 Normally we have to wait until early 
November before Yellow-headed Blackbirds 
show up at the Hague Dairy, but Tom Kent 
spotted and photographed one on October 
2nd at a pond off Millhopper Road. The most 
notable raptor of the season showed up Sep-
tember 2nd near Evinston. John Menoski was 
cycling along CR 225 when he spotted a 
Crested Caracara scavenging with vultures 
along the side of the road. Unfortunately it 
couldn't be relocated. The last Caracara seen 
here was in 2010. 
 By the time this issue of the Crane 
reaches your inbox or mailbox fall migration 
will be in the history books, and it will be time 
to keep an eye on wires and fence lines for 
Western and Scissor-tailed Flycatchers; it will 
also be prime time to check Hague Dairy for 
Yellow-headed Blackbirds and Bronzed Cow-
birds. The fun never ends around here! 
 Thanks to those who shared their 
sightings through October 14, 2015   
 

Photographs above and below taken by Bob Carroll on 
Thursday, October 15th during the “Third Thursday of 
the Month  Birding Walk.”   Approximately 15 people 
joined Bob’s walk where the group collectively saw 51 
species of birds at Paynes Prairie Preserve State Park.  
The birds included 12 species of warblers, three thrush 
species, a Scarlet Tanager, and for a few lucky observers, 
some Brown Pelicans that flew over Lake Wauberg.  
The above photo shows the birding group searching for 
the Veery, Wood Thrush, and Swainson’s Thrush that 
were seen plucking fruit from blackgum and dahoon 
holly trees.  The photo below captures the Bay-breasted 
Warbler that was seen by the group at fairly close range.  
Thank you Bob Carroll for coordinating and leading 
these monthly birding trips.  And also thanks to Rex 
Rowan for co-leading this field trip to PPPSP.  
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Join Audubon! 
 

To join Audubon on 3 levels (National, Florida, and 
Alachua), fill in application and mail to: 

 

Paul Moler  7818 Highway 346  Archer, Florida 32618 
 

Make check payable to National Audubon Society 
 

Chapter E-18 New Membership Application 

Not for renewals! 
Name:__________________________________ Tele-

phone:______________________________ 

Address:________________________________ 

City:___________________________________ 

State:_________________ Zip:______________ 
 

 

Please check level of membership: 
 Basic $35.00    Introductory $20.00:   

 

 

 Alachua Audubon Chapter Only $10.00 
For Chapter Only, receive the local Crane Newsletter but no 

National or State Publication 
For Chapter Only, make checks payable to  

Alachua Audubon Society 
 

Questions? Contact Paul 352-495-9419 or 
paulmoler@bellsouth.net 

  

The Crane 
Nov.—Dec. 2015 

We hope to see you at the Alachua 
Audubon Holiday Social on December 
4th at the Mill Pond Clubhouse.  See 
Page 3 for more details. 

Receive the Crane Electronically 
 

 Help! Alachua Audubon is spending over 
$500 every time the newsletter is printed and mailed.  
That is over $3,000 each year.  We need your help to 
reduce our newsletter costs.  Sign up today to re-
ceive the Crane electronically by sending an email 
to AAS-thecrane@att.net.  Put the word Newsletter 
in the subject line.  And include your name and ad-
dress.  Thank you! 


