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Trip Difficulty 1: Trip within easy access to the vehicle and/or level terrain of one mile or less.  2: May involve uneven terrain of one 
to two miles. 3: May involve elevation change, uneven terrain, and/or greater than two miles. 

Sunday, May 7 
Cedar Key by Boat (sign-up required): Join trip leader 
Scott Flamand and the Tidewater Tour crew on a can-
opied pontoon boat ride into some of the better-
known shorebird haunts of the Cedar Key area. Tide-
water Tour owners offer a special Alachua Audubon 
price of $25 per person for this trip. Call Wild Birds 
Unlimited (352-381-1997) to reserve a spot and for 
details on where and when to meet. Difficulty: 1. 
 
Saturday, May 13, 8:00 a.m.  
Longleaf Flatwoods Reserve (CLEP*): Meet trip leader 
Michael Drummond at the Longleaf Flatwoods  
Reserve on CR-325. We hope to see Bachman’s  
Sparrow, Brown-headed Nuthatch, Red-headed Wood-
pecker, and others, but they won’t be our primary 
quarry; we’ll be looking at everything – trees, wild-
flowers, insects, reptiles, whatever we find. Directions: 
East on Hawthorne Rd. to CR-325, right on CR-325 
for 2.3 miles. Bring bug spray, sunscreen, and water. 
Difficulty: 3. 
  
Thursday, June 1, 6:15 a.m. 
June Challenge Kick-off: Meet Rex Rowan in the  
parking corral of the Longleaf Flatwoods Reserve (on 
CR-325, 2.3 miles south of Hawthorne Rd.) to kick off 
the June Challenge. We’ll try to find Common Night-
hawk and Bachman’s Sparrow at Longleaf. Next we’ll 
go to Windsor to scope Newnans Lake for Bald Eagles 
and Laughing Gulls.                        
    Continued on Page 4 

 
 

May Field Trips and Programs 

These are the final Audubon-sponsored field trips of the  
season. Field trips will resume in September. 
 

Saturday, April 29, 8:00 a.m.  
Sweetwater Wetlands Park:  Join trip leader Trina  
Anderson for a birding stroll around Gainesville’s  
newest birding hotspot, a site that has already logged 
over 170 bird species. We’ll search for wetland birds 
such as Least Bitterns, Purple Gallinules, Limpkins, 
and migrating Bobolinks in the treatment wetlands, 
and forest-dwelling birds in the cypress preserve.  
Directions: From the intersection of US-441 and Wil-
liston Rd., go east on Williston Rd. roughly ¾ of a 
mile. The entrance will be on the right. Entry fee $5 
per vehicle. Bring sunscreen and water. Difficulty: 3. 
 

Sunday, April 30, 8:00 a.m.  
Powers Park and Palm Point: Meet trip leader Barbara 
Shea at Powers Park to look for migrants in the trees 
along the boat channel and to scan the lake from the 
fishing pier. Then we’ll travel to nearby Palm Point to 
search for more migrants such as American Redstarts, 
Cape May and Blackpoll Warblers, and Scarlet Tan-
agers. Difficulty: 1. 
 

Saturday, May 6, 6:00 a.m. 
Huguenot Park/Ft. George Island: Meet trip leader 
Rex Rowan at the Tag Agency on NW 34th St. just 
south of US-441 to carpool to Jacksonville’s Huguenot 
Park. We’ll look for shorebirds, gulls, and terns, all in 
their breeding plumage, and migrant songbirds, includ-
ing Painted Buntings, at Ft. George Island. Admission 
to Huguenot is $5 per vehicle, $3 (exact change only) if 
we arrive before 8 a.m. Difficulty: 3. 
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Our first true passing migrant  
of the spring was a Louisiana  
Waterthrush found by Karl  
Miller on March 3rd at Levy  
Lake Loop. From that point the  
arrival of other migrants and 
returning breeding birds pro-
ceeded more or less on their 
predictable schedules. Back-to-
back cold fronts the first week 
of April shook things up a bit, 

with strong west winds pushing some seldom-seen trans-gulf  
migrants into our area. First was a Nashville Warbler spotted April 
2nd using a birdbath in Grace Kiltie's yard. Another was a Kentucky 
Warbler found April 5th sitting on a step outside the home of Tedd 
Greenwald and Mary Ellen Flowers. This was only the fourth spring 
record for that species in the county. Two days later a Swainson's 
Warbler was discovered along the boardwalk of Hogtown Creek 
Greenway by Ben and Dean Ewing. That bird, only the tenth  
Swainson's ever recorded here in spring, remained in the same area 
for several days and was, for many, a county “lifer”! Another “rare-in
-spring” migrant, a male Bay-breasted Warbler in full breeding  
plumage, was reported April 8th by Elizabeth Martin at San Felasco 
Hammock (Millhopper Road entrance). The same day at San Felasco 
Progress Center, Lloyd Davis spotted a very early Black-throated 
Blue Warbler, a species that is usually not expected until after the 
middle of the month. We also had a fallout of swallows during the 
first week of April. Jennifer Donsky reported a Cliff Swallow April 1st 
at the Hague Dairy, and by the end of the week there were swarms of 
swallows at Sweetwater Wetlands Park, where Lloyd Davis recorded 
five species, including a Cliff and several Bank Swallows. Jonathan 
Mays reported two Cliff Swallows at La Chua Trail April 11th. 
     As April approached we were in the middle of a severe dry spell 
that brought water levels low enough to promise a shorebird bonanza 
at either Payne's Prairie or around the edges of Newnans Lake. Matt 
Bruce kayaked the latter from Prairie Creek on April 1st and found 
seven species of shorebirds, including a record-breaking 340 Long-
billed Dowitchers. However, heavy rains from the two cold fronts 
mentioned above brought water levels back up and sent the shore-
birds scrambling for more amenable locations. 
     Most of the kestrels we see here in winter are migratory. Those 
that remain in summer to nest are a non-migratory sub-species com-
monly referred to as “Southeastern American Kestrel”. Once much 
more widespread in our area, Southeastern Kestrels are in serious  
decline and are now mostly restricted to the western edge of the 
county. So, when Geoff Parks noticed a pair of Kestrels investigat-
ing a cavity in the Osprey pole along 8th Avenue near the Gainesville  
Police Station, he knew this was potentially big news. 
       (Continued on Page 4) 

Around  
  The County… 
         By Mike Manetz 

Alachua Audubon Officers &  
Chairpersons of  

Standing Committees 

Deadline for  
July-Aug Crane: 

June 15th 

 

President  .............. Debbie Segal  352-514-0596 

Vice President ........ Scott Flamand 352-665-7020 

Secretary... .................... Felicia Lee 714-791-8855 

Treasurer  ............ Trina Anderson 352-363-6810 

Membership ............ Karen Brown  352-213-4257 

Field Trips ............. Barbara Shea  352-514-3956 

Education  ............ Emily Schwartz 352-372-0754 

Bird Classes ..... Charlene Leonard  352-226-1214 

Festivals  ................ Will Sexton  727-385-8654 

Conservation ............... Bob Simons 352-372-7646 

Editor/Ads  . AlachuaAudubonMembership@gmail.com 

Website  ............ Trina Anderson 352-363-6810 

Yearbook  .................. Bob Carroll 352-372-6698 

Crane Circulation ........... ....Erika and Bob Simons 

AAS Website .................. www.AlachuaAudubon.org 

 

The Alachua Audubon Society’s  
mission is to foster appreciation and 
knowledge of birds and other native 

wildlife, to protect and  
restore wildlife populations and 
their habitats, and to promote  

sustainable use of natural resources. 

Content of The Crane is the sole 
responsibility of the editor and  
fulfills stated objectives and goals  
of the Alachua Audubon Society.   
Annual subscription to The Crane 
is included in National Audubon 
and Alachua Audubon dues. See 
back page for subscription infor-
mation. Contact the editor for ad-
vertising information. Submissions 
to The Crane are welcomed. 

mailto:AlachuaAudubonMembership@gmail.com
http://www.alachuaaudubon.org
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Birds in the Hood: East Gainesville Kids  
Discover Birding at Rawlings Elementary 
  

     When AAS board member and veteran drama 
and dance teacher Sharon Kuchinski was at her 
morning duty station at M.K. Rawlings Elemen-
tary Center for the Fine Arts last year, she did 
what birders always do: She mentally tallied up 
the bird species she saw. 
     “I counted about 12 species of birds in about 
10 minutes. So I thought ‘well, well, there may be 
something here.’ I produce a morning news show 
with my drama students and started a segment 
called ‘Bird of the Week.’ It features a different 
bird every week, preferably birds that we can see 
on our campus.”  
     The Bird of the Week feature, which is broad-
cast throughout the school, started a mini-birding 
   Continued on Page 6  

 

Family Nature Walk 
Sunday, May 21, 9:00-11:00 a.m.  

Northeast Park (400 NE 16th Avenue) 
 

     The Family Nature Walk is geared for kids 
aged 6 to 18. Northeast Park is a small, urban 
park in the heart of Gainesville. It is home to a 
variety of birds, including at least 4 species of 
woodpeckers. The park provides the perfect  
setting to get acquainted with these colorful,  
animated birds. 
     Ted Goodman and other Alachua Audubon 
volunteers will guide this trip. Meet at the park-
ing lot by the tennis courts at 9:00 a.m. for a 
brief introduction, followed by birding in the 
park. Loaner binoculars will be available on a 
first-come first-served basis. Drinks and snacks 
will be provided. For insurance reasons, all  
children must be accompanied by an adult.  
It is not necessary to preregister.   

By Emily Schwartz 

 

Urban Birding 
 

     Yep! Ask the 8th graders from Newberry 
Middle School. There are lots of birds down-
town! Thanks to Adam Kent and his new youth 
birding concept – Urban Birding – nine middle 
schoolers and nine adults enjoyed a beautiful 
morning bird walk around the Thomas Center 
grounds and the nearby duck pond area. Adam 
set a good challenge for the first bird, a North-
ern Parula high in the tree,  and many students 
spotted the warbler.  
     Last year on this walk we tallied 31 species 
and we came close to that count this year. Every-
one agreed you can bird in the heart of the city!   
     Thank you to the teacher, Barbara Brock, for 
inspiring her students with the desire to learn 
about birds, and to Alachua Audubon’s new 
board member, Michael Brock, who both helped 
the students identify birds. And a special thanks 
to Adam for his leadership and commitment to 
youth birding education. 
 

By Emily Schwartz 

K    K 
 I     O 
  D    R 
   Z’    N 
            E 
              R 
 
Drawing by  
Andre Frattino  

 

Adam Kent leading the Urban Birding walk with 
middle school students. Photo by Emily Schwartz. 
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Around the County 
(Continued from Page 2) 

 
Since then, Geoff, Tom Webber, and others have 
been keeping an eye on the pair, which seem to 
be thriving on lizards (most likely the ubiquitous 
non-native “Cuban” Brown Anoles.) If success-
ful, this will be the first record of breeding kes-
trels within the city limits in probably fifty years! 
Another raptor of local interest is the Short-tailed 
Hawk. A tropical hawk well established in south 
Florida, they were rarely seen here until about ten 
years ago, when sightings started becoming regu-
lar in spring and summer. One location where 
they have been noted repeatedly in recent years is 
around Newnans Lake, where Howard Adams 
spotted one at the end of March. While no defini-
tive evidence of breeding has yet been found, 
their continued presence indicates a strong possi-
bility they are becoming established as a nesting 
species. 
     By the time this issue of The Crane reaches 
you, spring migration will be at its peak. Two  
warbler species you won't want to miss in spring 
are Cape May and Blackpoll. Both are very diffi-
cult to find in fall. Make sure you catch Bobolink, 
too. They will pass through again in fall, but not 
adorned in the fine plumage you find on the 
males in spring. And let's find a Connecticut  
Warbler this year! Peak time to look is early to 
mid-May. 
     Thanks to those who shared their sightings 
through April 14th, 2017. 
    By Mike Manetz 

 

Field Trips  
(Continued from Page 1) 

 
If time allows, we’ll also visit Powers Park and 
Palm Point for additional views of Newnans Lake 
and possibly some late migrants. Our last stop will 
be La Chua Trail ($4 per vehicle entry fee) to 
search for Indigo Bunting, Blue Grosbeak, Yellow-
breasted Chat, Orchard Oriole, King Rail, Least 
Bittern, and Purple Gallinule. We’ll be done by 
lunchtime with 40-50 species already on our June 
Challenge lists. Difficulty: 3 
 

*The Conservation Lands Educational Program 
(CLEP) is designed to bring attention to local land 
conservation efforts. These trips are conducted on 
properties purchased to protect natural resources 
and will be led by a representative who will discuss 
ecological features and history. CLEP trips will be 
educational experiences, so the emphasis will be on 
many other topics in addition to birding. 
 

Note: After a summer break, AAS field trips will 
resume in September.  

 

Photograph of Swainson’s Warbler discovered 
along the boardwalk of Hogtown Creek Greenway 
by Ben and Dean Ewing.   
Photograph by Tedd Greenwald.  

 

Like us on Facebook  
www.facebook.com/
AlachuaAudubon/ 

and 
Check Out Our Website 

AlachuaAudubon.org 
 

https://www.facebook.com/AlachuaAudubon/
https://www.facebook.com/AlachuaAudubon/
alachuaaudubon.org
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Whooping Cranes on your list. (4) Email your list 
to me (rexrowan@gmail.com) by midnight on  
Friday, June 30th. We’ll have a party within a day 
or two to hand out prizes and have a good time. 
     That’s simple, isn’t it? Now here are a few tips: 
Do as much birding as possible during the first 
few days of the month. You’re more likely to see 
lingering spring migrants that way. Purple Martins, 
Northern Rough-winged Swallows, and Orchard 
Orioles may complete their nesting and leave be-
fore the month’s end, so get them early, too. But 
don’t neglect the last few days of the month  
either, because they’ve produced early fall-migrant 
Louisiana Waterthrushes, Black-and-white  
Warblers, and Greater and Lesser Yellowlegs. 
     Make several visits to Newnans Lake and other 
large bodies of water to scan for gulls, terns, and 
pelicans, which may come and go on a daily basis. 
Go to Longleaf Flatwoods Reserve for Bachman’s 
Sparrows; San Felasco Hammock for Hooded 
Warblers; and Sweetwater Wetlands Park for 
Least Bitterns, Limpkins, and Purple Gallinules. 
There are over 100 species possible here in June 
(the record is 129). The first and last few hours of 
daylight are best. Birds tend to sing early in the 
morning. 
     There's one major change this year. Trey 
Mitchell has set up a June Challenge web site at 
http://junechallenge.com/ and you should  
register and record your sightings there. If you'd 
rather not, you can bypass the web site and email 
your totals to me on June 30th as usual. 
     Good luck to all of you who decide to join us! 
In the spirit of good sportsmanship, let me know 
( rexrowan@gmail.com ) when you see an unex-
pected bird so I can pass the word. Don’t keep it 
a secret – as I said, it’s a friendly competition 
based on our shared enthusiasm for birding rather 
than a desire to come in first. 
     And, of course, follow the progress of the 
Challenge at www.alachuaaudubon.org/bird-
reports/  
 
    By Rex Rowan 

   

Summer Classic  
The June Challenge! 

 

     The Fourteenth Annual June Challenge will run 
from June 1st through June 30th. There is one big 
change in the way we do things which is described 
in the sixth paragraph below, but the essential  
nature of The Challenge remains the same. It's a 
friendly competition originated by Alachua Audu-
bon’s Becky Enneis in 2004 to get birdwatchers 
outside where we belong. That’s what underlies the 
whole event – go outdoors and look at nature – 
but the framework of the Challenge is a race to see 
as many species of birds in Alachua County as you 
can during the month of June. We frame it as a 
competition because the desire to win, or at least 
beat your last year’s total, will serve as motivation –  
but we try not to take the competitive aspect of it 
too seriously. 
     June is a month that most birders spend in-
doors, and it’s largely been terra incognita as far as 
bird movements are concerned. In 2004, the first 
year of the event, we were amazed to find several 
locally-rare tern species on Newnans Lake. In 2006 
we found a Snail Kite on Paynes Prairie. In 2012 
we spotted a Franklin's Gull, a Black-bellied Plov-
er, two American Avocets, and a few unexpected 
ducks at Newnans Lake. And in 2014 at least three 
Short-tailed Hawks were seen around the county. 
We obviously wouldn't have known about any of 
those birds if we’d stayed inside. Who knows what 
might be out there this year?  
     If you’re interested in joining us, here are the 
rules: (1) Only birds seen in Alachua County during 
the month of June may be counted. (Those of you 
living in other counties are encouraged to do June 
Challenges there, too, and to report the results to 
me at the email address below when it’s over. You 
folks in Gilchrist, Marion, and Columbia may find 
yourselves discovering new birding spots.) (2) 
Heard birds do not count; you’ve got to actually 
see those Chuck-will’s-widows and Eastern 
Screech-Owls. Consequently, don't trust eBird with 
your June Challenge list, since it lists heard birds 
the same as seen ones! (3) You are free to put  
Muscovy Ducks, retention-pond Mallards, and  
 

mailto:rexrowan@gmail.com
http://junechallenge.com/
mailto:rexrowan@gmail.com
http://www.alachuaaudubon.org/bird-reports/
http://www.alachuaaudubon.org/bird-reports/
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Birds in the Hood 

(Continued from page 3) 
 

frenzy on campus. After a few weeks, students, 
faculty, and staff were seeking me out to find out 
what bird they had seen in their yards. Teachers 
were sending text pictures of birds. The head  
custodian sought me out to see the ‘duck’ in the 
retention pond. It was a Pied-Billed Grebe.”  
     Despite its urban location, Rawlings has a sur-
prisingly rich inventory of birds, including Tricol-
ored Herons, Belted Kingfishers, and Red-winged 
Blackbirds, many of which congregate around the 
retention pond the students have dubbed the 
Rawlings Bird Pond.  
     Sharon decided this was worth further investi-
gation. “So this year, I started to hang out at my 
morning duty station with a pair of binoculars 
over my shoulder. Students were curious and I 
began to show them how to use them. After two 
weeks I had four pair of binoculars over my 
shoulder and six students waiting for me!” 
     These informal birding walks have now be-
come an official school club with about eight  
regular participants. “So we meet three mornings 
a week from 7:15-7:35 and start in the parking lot, 
walk over to the retention pond and check out 
the pines in the back field. We have recorded 38 
species of birds so far.”  
     The club is enthusiastically supported by 
Rawlings principal Daniel Burney, who occasion-
ally asks Sharon for help identifying birds he  
photographs at home. And two feeders and poles 
donated to the school by Alachua Audubon have 
given the Rawlings students additional opportuni-
ties to add to their life lists. “One teacher told me 
that students are watching the feeder during 
lunch and after school from the cafeteria window 
so as not to scare the birds away,” Sharon said. 
     Alachua Audubon is also helping Sharon plan 
the club’s first off-site field trip in May to Sweet-
water Wetlands Park—which will hopefully whet 
their appetite to discover more birds and learn 
more about the natural world when they return to 
school in the fall. 
    By Felicia Lee 

 

Want to Help Study Scrub-Jays? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     Audubon Florida is now enrolling volunteers 
to help with the Jay Watch Citizen Science 
Training Session. An overview of Florida Scrub-
Jay behavior will be followed by field practice 
with the Scrub-Jays. Participants will learn about 
the cooperative family group structure of Flori-
da Scrub-Jays, identifying adults versus juvenile 
jays, delineating family groups, and standardized 
Jay Watch survey methods that will be employ-
ed statewide on June 15—July 15. 
 

Where: 49th Avenue trailhead, Marjorie Harris 
Carr Cross FL Greenway in Marion County 
When: Saturday, May 13th; 8:00-noon 
Wear: lightweight long pants, closed-toed shoes, 
hat/visor, and sunscreen 
Bring: binoculars, water, snacks, and a smile! 
We will provide training manual, clipboard,  
and pencil. 
 

     To register or for more information, contact 
Jacqui Sulek at jsulek@audubon.org  

mailto:jsulek@audubon.org
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CHIMNEY SWIFT ALERT 
 
     Chimney swifts are small, cigar-shaped dark 
birds with slender pointed wings. These birds 
migrate from Chile, South America to breed and 
raise their young here in the U.S. They scout for 
nesting places primarily in April and early May, 
but because of habitat destruction, the large tree 
cavities and rock crevices used as nesting sites 
are gone. Their only alternative is to use human 
structures such as buildings and chimneys.  
     We encourage everyone to leave a safe nest-
ing site open for chimney swifts. If you have a 
stone or brick fireplace, keep the top open and 
the damper to the flue closed from March 
through September. The parents and young will 
be long gone before you start any fires. If you 
don't have a damper, place a large piece of foam 
rubber into the opening to seal it. This will pre-
vent the adults from flying into the house.  
Note: If you have a metal chimney, PLEASE 
make sure it is capped properly. Any animal that 
enters a metal flue will fall to the bottom and be 
unable to climb the slippery walls. 
     Occasionally, when we have heavy rains the 
humidity weakens the nest of young swifts and 
it may fall. The damper (or foam) will stop their 
fall and the parents will continue to feed them 
as they cling to the wall of the chimney. You'll 
know if you have chimney swifts by the chatter-
ing you will hear in the chimney every time the 
parents fly in to feed the babies. You will also 
observe their aerial acrobatics as the adults and 
fledglings feed around your house. Your chim-
ney can be cleaned between November and 
February when the Chimney Swifts are far south 
at the wintering grounds. This will keep your 
fireplace safe and provide a better surface for 
chimney swift nests to adhere to.   
 

By Leslie Straub  
 

Chimney Swift Facts 
 
 Chimney Swifts consume as many as 1,000 

flying insects each day including mosquitoes, 
aphids, and flies 

 All four toes point forward so they can only 
cling to vertical surfaces 

 They use gelatinous saliva to glue their nest 
together so it will cling to a wall 

 They may nest twice in one season 
 They have a strong site fidelity and will often 

return to the same nesting site each year 
 Young birds will also often return to the area 

where they were raised to nest 
 Nesting occurs from April to August 
 Usually one breeding pair will occupy a site  

(or a chimney) 
 The nest takes 2-3 weeks to construct 
 Eggs are laid while the nest is being built 
 Two to six eggs are laid at one day intervals 
 The young attain their adult weight about three 

weeks after hatching 
 The fledglings take their first flight at about 

four weeks of age, but practice inside the 
chimney before fledging. 

 

     Note: Chimney Swifts are protected by the 
Federal Migratory Bird Act. It is illegal to capture, 
remove, or harm a chimney swift or its nest. 
     To learn more about Chimney Swifts, go to 
www.floridawildlifecare.org 
 

http://www.floridawildlifecare.org
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4215 NW 16th Blvd   Gainesville 
352-381-1997 

gainesville.wbu.com 
gainesvillewbu@hotmail.com 

Birdseed · Feeders  · Nesting Boxes · Nature Gifts · Optics 

Mon-Sat 10-6   Sun 11-4 

 

TIDE WATER TOURS 
from Cedar Key 

 

For the ultimate birding experience 

by boat to remote coastal marshes or 

near shore islands   
Call or check out our website:  

352-543-9523  

tidewatertours.com 

Thank you to our advertisers 
for supporting the Alachua 
Audubon Society’s newsletter, 
The Crane.  

http://www.kestreleco.com/
https://gainesville.wbu.com/
mailto:gainesvillewbu@hotmail.com
http://www.tidewatertours.com
http://www.bluehighwaypizza.com/
http://www.sweetwaterinn.com/
http://gainesville.thegreatframeup.com/
http://conservationburialinc.org/
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President’s Report 
Anne Casella 

 

     It has been a great honor to serve as the  
President of Alachua Audubon for the past 
three years. Although I am stepping down as 
President, I will continue to serve on the Board 
with the Conservation Committee. Debbie 
Segal was elected to serve as President at our 
annual meeting and potluck at Bubba and In-
grid Scales’ home on April 12. Debbie has 
served as Newsletter Editor since 2009 and 
brings a passion for conservation to her new 
role. Thanks to Karen Brown, our Membership 
Chair, who has stepped up to take over the  
editorship of the newsletter. Thanks to outgoing 
Board member Dottie Robbins who has been 
on the Board for eleven years, ten as Treasurer 
and one additional year to ensure a smooth 
transition with our current Treasurer, Trina  
Anderson. Thanks also to Ted Goodman who 
is leaving the Board but will continue to be  
active with our youth birding program. Alan 
Shapiro who organized the very successful 
Backyard Birding Tour, and Michael Brock who 
is active with youth birding are joining the 
Board. 
     2016-17 was a productive year for AAS. Our 
biggest event was the Backyard Birding Tour 
held in February. Over 300 people participated 
and the evaluations of the event were filled with 
superlatives. For a new twist on programs and 
field trips, Dottie Robbins and Emily Schwartz 
scheduled a presentation by gull expert, Michael 
Brothers, that was followed by a field trip with 
him to Daytona Shores. Our Education Com-
mittee took over the Family Birding Program at 
Paynes Prairie State Preserve that was started by 
Audubon members Neil and Joan McLeod 
three years ago, in addition to hosting AAS-
sponsored youth birding events. 
     AAS took an active role in promoting con-
servation in Alachua County. Scott Flamand 
and Bob Simons attended a stakeholder meeting 
to provide input on the management plan for 
Fanning Springs State Park. Alachua Audubon 
is partnering with Alachua Conservation Trust 

to support construction of a birding platform 
at the ACT Tuscawilla Prairie Preserve. Bob 
Simons and I attended two meetings to provide 
input to Florida Power and Light on wildlife-
friendly landscaping at a solar facility that will 
be constructed in Melrose. We advocated with 
Audubon Florida to donate their Coclough 
Pond sanctuary to the city of Gainesville and 
we hope it will become a new city park. We 
also provided funding for food for an orphan-
ed group of Barn Owls until they fledged. 
     To be better stewards of our resources and 
reduce our environmental impact, we began 
electronic distribution of The Crane in January. 
Trina Anderson took over management of our 
website, resulting in more user-friendly infor-
mation available to our members and the pub-
lic. Debbie Segal is developing a membership 
brochure that will help us get the word out 
about Alachua Audubon. The AAS Board  
recently voted to develop an internship and 
scholarship program to provide volunteer  
opportunities and support for college students 
and we will have a liaison from GREBE 
(Gators Ready for Exceptional Birding Experi-
ences), the new UF birding club that hosted 
bird song karaoke at our holiday social, serving 
on our Board. 
     Thanks to all of our members for your  
support over the past year. 
    Anne Casella 

 

Whooping 
crane and 
Sandhill 
crane  
interacting at  
Sweetwater 
Wetlands 
Park, March 
17th.  
Photo taken 
by Dick 
Bartlett.  
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Alachua Audubon Society 
P. O. Box 140464 
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Join Alachua Audubon! 
Membership Application 

 

Benefits of membership include expert-led field 
trips, programs for adults and kids,  

classes for beginning birders, The Crane  
bi-monthly newsletter, conservation advocacy 

with local and state legislators, and more. 
 

Annual Membership Levels 
Choosing a higher level provides additional  

support for our local chapter.  
Student  $10 Individual  $15 
Family  $30 Limpkin  $50 
Purple Gallinule   $100  
Swallow-tailed Kite   $250 
Sandhill Crane   $500 
Whooping Crane  $1,000 
(bestows lifetime membership) 

 

Please send your completed application  
together with a check payable to  

Alachua Audubon Society 
to: Karen Brown, 3242 NW 12th Terrace, 

Gainesville, Florida 32609 
AlachuaAudubonMembership@gmail.com 

 

Name: ____________________________ 
Address: __________________________ 
City: _____________________________ 
State: ______________Zip: ___________ 
Email: ____________________________ 
*The Crane newsletter is distributed via email. Your  

email address will not be shared with other organizations.  
 

Alachua Audubon is an official chapter of  
National Audubon and Audubon Florida. If you 

already belong to National Audubon and live in our 
area, Alachua Audubon is your local chapter.  

To join National Audubon, please go to  
AlachuaAudubon.org/Membership where you will 

be directed to National Audubon’s  

membership page.  
 

Alachua Audubon is a 501(c)3 organization. 

Audubon Membership Explained 
 

     To join Audubon at the local level, please  
complete the membership form to the left, 
choosing the level that is appropriate for you. 
Mail it with your check, made out to Alachua 
Audubon Society, to the address on the form.  
     To join Audubon at the National level, go 
to AlachuaAudubon.org/Membership where 
you will be directed to National Audubon’s 
membership page. This site allows payment by 
credit card. Your introductory ($20) member-
ship will be applied to our local chapter and 
you will receive annual membership with the 
National Audubon Society as well as Audubon 
Florida and Alachua Audubon, plus one-year 
subscriptions to the National Audubon maga-
zine, Audubon Florida’s Naturalist magazine, 
and Alachua Audubon’s bi-monthly newsletter, 
The Crane.  
     Please send any questions to  
AlachuaAudubonMembership@gmail.com  

mailto:AlachuaAudubonMembership@gmail.com
http://www.alachuaaudubon.org/membership/
http://www.alachuaaudubon.org/membership/
mailto:AlachuaAudubonMembership@gmail.com

