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Saturday, November 24, 8:00 a.m. 
Levy Lake Loop: Meet field trip leader Matt Bruce 
for a walk along Levy Lake’s dike trail.  You’ll 
have the option to walk the whole 6.5-mile loop, 
but Matt will announce a good turn-around point 
for those who don’t want to go the whole way. 
We’ll be birding marsh, wet prairie, and woodland 
edges in search of migrant warblers, flycatchers, 
and swallows. To reach the trailhead, drive south 
from Gainesville on US-441. Across from Lake 
Wauberg, turn right onto Wacahoota Rd. (County 
Road 18). Go roughly half a mile and, just after 
the I-75 overpass, turn left on SE 11th Dr. and 
continue all the way down to the parking area. 
Difficulty: 3. 
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The Annual Schedule of 2018/2019 Alachua Audubon Field 
Trips is on the AAS website under Activities where you may 
download and print a copy. Printed copies may also be ob-
tained at Wild Birds Unlimited. Please check the website for 
last-minute changes although these are rare. All trips are open 
to the public and free. Come join us and bring your binoculars!  
 

Saturday, November 3, 8:00 a.m. 
Hague Dairy: Meet Mike Manetz at the Tag Agency on NW 
34th St. just south of US-441 to caravan to one of the county’s 
best spots for sparrows, blackbirds, and raptors, not to men-
tion western strays like Yellow-headed Blackbird and Bronzed 
Cowbird. It doesn’t smell pretty. Just sayin’. Difficulty: 2. 
 

Saturday, November 10, 8:00 a.m. 
Newnans Lake State Forest - West Trail: Meet trip leader Rex 
Rowan in the parking corral for the West Trail, on State Road 
26 one mile north of the junction with County Road 329B. 
The 182-acre field on this property produced 13 species of 
sparrows last winter, including Henslow’s, Lincoln’s, and Clay-
colored, and we’ll see how many of them we can find. Interest-
ing western strays are also possible at this time of year.  
Difficulty: 2. 
 

Saturday, November 17, 8:00 a.m. 
Sweetwater Wetlands Park: Meet field trip leader Barbara Shea 
in the SWP parking lot on Williston Road about ¾ of a mile 
east of US-441. This city park was created to improve water 
quality in Paynes Prairie and the Floridan Aquifer. It’s now a 
draw to a large variety of birds, with 239 species reported to 
eBird so far. We’ll look for ducks, American Bitterns, and  
other wetland birds. Entry fee $5 per vehicle. Difficulty: 2.  
 

Continued on page 5 

November and December Field Trips 

Trip Difficulty 1: Trip within easy access to the vehicle and/or level terrain; one mile or less. 2: May involve un- 
even terrain; one to two miles. 3: May involve elevation change, uneven terrain, and/or be greater than two miles. 

http://www.alachuaaudubon.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/field-trip-schedule-2018-19.pdf
http://www.alachuaaudubon.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/field-trip-schedule-2018-19.pdf


 

 

The Crane  Alachua Audubon Society Volume 60 Number 2  November –December 2018         Page 2 

F all migration unfolded nicely 
through late August. In 

addition to several Kentucky 
Warblers, at least two Cerulean 
Warblers were found: one by Rex 
Rowan and Bob Carroll August 
17th at Newnans Lake State 
Forest, the other by Caroline Poli 
August 29th along the Rail Trail. 
Frank and Irina Goodwin 

discovered a pair of Willow Flycatchers August 25th along Cone's Dike; 
this was only the second record of that species in the county. The 
following day John Hintermister, Rex Rowan and I located an Alder 
Flycatcher along La Chua's Sparrow Alley. But in early September 
Hurricane Florence struck the Atlantic coast and disrupted migratory 
patterns for several days. Then, after Florence passed we experienced 
nearly three weeks of easterly winds which kept migrants mostly away 
from us. As a result, birding was painfully slow through much of 
September, and record high temperatures and humidity made it 
downright unpleasant at times. Several warbler species that usually 
become fairly common the last half of September, particularly 
Magnolia, Tennessee, and Black-throated Blue, were all but absent. 
Despite these conditions a few good birds slipped through, including 
two Golden-winged Warblers, one seen September 17th by Jonathan 
Mays in his yard, the other by Jennifer Donsky on the 24th at San 
Felasco Hammock. A Wilson's Warbler turned up at Bolen Bluff on 
the 26th in the exact same location where one spent the previous 
winter. Another goody was a Clay-colored Sparrow spotted at 
Sweetwater Wetlands September 13th by Frank Goodwin. 
     By the end of the month migration began to reassert itself. An 
Alachua Audubon field trip to Barr Hammock September 29th scored 
another Golden-winged Warbler, and the following day Adam Kent 
and Chris Burney tallied seventeen warbler species along Prairie Creek!  
Adam and I scouted the new Santa Fe Preserve north of La Cross 
October 5th and found a more modest twelve warbler species, but that 
included Blue-winged, Golden-winged, and Kentucky Warblers, all 
three of our migrant Catharus thrushes, plus Wood Thrush and two 
Scarlet Tanagers. A real rarity, a “Brewster's Warbler” (Blue-winged x 
Golden-winged hybrid), was discovered October 8th by John 
Hintermister in his yard! 
     Migration was interrupted once again with the arrival of Hurricane 
Michael. To the delight of local birders, Michael churned up an 
interesting assortment of storm-tossed coastal birds at Newnans Lake 
the morning of October 11th. These included several Magnificent 
Frigatebirds, Sandwich, Black, Royal, and Common Terns, a Brown 
Pelican, plus a locally very rare Bridled Tern. But the hurricane's path 
through Georgia and the Carolinas effectively blocked migrant 
passerines again. 

Around  
  The County… 
         By Mike Manetz 

Alachua Audubon Officers &  
Chairpersons of  

Standing Committees 

Submissions to The Crane  
are welcomed. Deadline for the  

January-February issue: Dec. 15th   

    

President  ................ Debbie Segal 352-514-0596 

Vice President ........ Scott Flamand 352-665-7020 

Secretary... .................... Felicia Lee 714-791-8855 

Treasurer  ............ Trina Anderson 352-363-6810 

Membership .. AlachuaAudubonMembership@gmail.com 

Field Trips ............... Barbara Shea 352-514-3956 

Education  ............ Emily Schwartz 352-372-0754 

Birding Class ..... Charlene Leonard 352-226-1214 

Festivals  ................ Eric Amundson/Alan Shapiro 

Conservation ............... Bob Simons 352-372-7646 

Editor/Ads  ................ Karen Brown 352-213-4257 

Website  ............ Trina Anderson 352-363-6810 

Crane Circulation ........... ....Erika and Bob Simons 

AAS Website .................. www.AlachuaAudubon.org 

Alachua Audubon Society’s 
mission is to foster appreciation 

and knowledge of  birds and 
other native wildlife, to protect 
and restore wildlife populations 

and their habitats, and  
to promote sustainable use  

of  natural resources. 

     Content of The Crane is the sole 
responsibility of the editor and fulfills 
the stated objectives and goals of the 
Alachua Audubon Society. Annual 
subscription to The Crane is included 
in National Audubon and/or Alachua 
Audubon membership. Please see the 
back page for complete information. 
     Additional advertisers are welcome. 
Please contact the editor for inform-
ation at: 352-213-4257 or 
karenpbrown1953@gmail.com  Continued on page 11 

mailto:AlachuaAudubonMembership@gmail.com
http://www.alachuaaudubon.org
mailto:karenpbrown1953@gmail.com
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Zen Birding:  
A Yoga and Birding Experience 
 

     Zen Birding is a monthly program combin-
ing gentle yoga with a birding walk where you 
will discover the rich diversity of bird life right 
in the middle of Gainesville. No previous yoga 
or birding experience is required. 
     We meet on the fourth Sunday of every 
month at 9:00 am in the covered pavilion at 
Possum Creek Park, 4009 NW 53rd Avenue in 
northwest Gainesville. Binoculars and yoga mats 
will be available for loan if you need them.  
     We’ll start with a beginning yoga workout led 
by a certified instructor, then enjoy a short stroll 
around the park to listen and watch for birds 
and other wildlife. The experience should last 
about 90 minutes. 
     All are welcome regardless of yoga or birding 
experience. Our next meetings will be at 9 am 
on Sunday, November 25th; then Sunday,  
December 23rd. Please join us! 

Special Events and Programs 

Christmas Bird Counts 
 

     The Christmas Bird Count (CBC) is an annual 
census of birds administered by the National 
Audubon Society. CBCs are intense, day long  
surveys for experienced birders.  
Gainesville: Sunday, Dec. 16. Contact Andy  
Kratter at kratter@flmnh.ufl.edu, 352-226-2462 
or Bob Carroll at gatorbob23@yahoo.com, 352-
281-3616. 
Ichetucknee/Santa Fe/O’Leno: Tuesday, Dec. 

18. Contact Ginger Morgan at 386-586-8249,  

ginger.morgan@myfwc.com Volunteers needed. 

Melrose: Thursday, Dec. 20. Contact Joyce King 

at sjoyceking@comcast.net, 352-475-1999.  

Volunteers needed. 

Lake City: Saturday, Dec. 29. Contact Valerie 

Thomas at v.thomas57@gmail.com, 386-466-

2193. Volunteers needed. 

Cedar Key Thursday, Jan. 3. Contact Ron  

Christian at ronrun@embarqmail.com, 850-567-

0490. 

Alachua Audubon’s 12th Annual  
Holiday Social  

Friday, Dec. 7th; 6:30—9: 00 pm 
Mill Pond Clubhouse 
240 NW 48th Blvd 

 

Come celebrate birds, con-
servation, and the holidays 
with the Alachua Audubon 
Society! Please go through 
your shelves and donate bird 
and nature-related books, 
CDs, and DVDs that others 
might enjoy but you would 
like to send on to new 
homes. Others may pur-
chase these items for a  
donation of any amount to 
AAS. You may call 372-0754 
to have your items picked up 

or you may bring them with you to the social. 
     Entertainment will be provided—possibly a 
repeat of last year’s bird call contest put on by stu-
dent members. Please join us, support Alachua 
Audubon, and enjoy food and drink with your 
birding friends or make new friends if you’re join-
ing us for the first time. 
     The holiday party will be held at the Mill Pond 
Clubhouse. Directions: From Newberry Road, 
turn south on NW 48th Blvd (across from 
Gainesville Health and Fitness Center). Drive 
south about 2 blocks. The Clubhouse is next to 
the tennis courts on the right. Look for the  
Alachua Audubon signs! 

mailto:kratter@flmnh.ufl.edu
tel:(352)%20226-2462
mailto:gatorbob23@yahoo.com
tel:(352)%20281-3616
tel:(352)%20281-3616
mailto:386-586-8249
mailto:ginger.morgan@myfwc.com
mailto:sjoyceking@comcast.net
tel:(352)%20475-1999
mailto:v.thomas57@gmail.com
mailto:ronrun@embarqmail.com
tel:(850)%20567-0490
tel:(850)%20567-0490
https://maps.google.com/?q=240+NW+48th+Blvd&entry=gmail&source=g
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Monthly Birds and Brews  
 

 

     The AAS Birds and Brews event continues to 
be a popular event for both new and experience-
ed birders. Meet the first Sunday of the month at 
First Magnitude Brewery, 1220 SE Veitch Street. 
Arrive early as parking can be scarce. There will 
be an Alachua Audubon table set up and loaner 
binoculars will be available. On November 4th 
we will meet up at 4:15 for a 4:30 PM departure 
to Depot Park. On December 2nd we will meet 
at the same time. It is a lovely time of day for a 
leisurely stroll around the ponds to look for 
birds. Then we’ll return to First Magnitude for an 
optional cold brew and good conversation.  
All birding skill levels welcome.  

Next event: Sunday, November 4th at 4:15 pm 

SPEAKER’S CORNER 
 

Programs are held at the Millhopper Library, 
3145 NW 43rd Street, Gainesville.  
6:30 social time, 7:00 program 
 

Climate-Wise Landscape, Practical Actions for 
a Sustainable Future, Thursday, November 8th. 
 

   Ginny Stibolt, a life-long gardener with a  
Master of Science degree in botany, will speak 
on topics from the book, Climate-Wise Land-
scaping: Practical Actions for a Sustainable  
Future by Sue Reed and herself. The authors 
have taken an optimistic approach, with hun-
dreds of actions that people can take to accom-
plish at least one of 3 objectives:  
1) to help the landscape survive climate change, 
2) to help wildlife survive climate change, and 
3) to help mitigate climate change.  
     Ginny has written 4 books on Florida gar-
dening, as well as hundreds of gardening and 
nature articles for various publications.  
 
Birding Alaska, Tuesday, January 15, 2019. 
 

  Alaska is a destination of unparalleled scenery 
and exciting birds and wildlife. Anne Casella 
will give a presentation based on her 12-day 
birding trip to Nome, Denali and Seward in 
June 2018. 
 
Planting for Life: How to Make your Yard your 
Bird Feeder, Wednesday, January 30, 2019. 
 

   By starting with planting the wrong plants in 
the wrong place, Ann Wiley learned well what 
it takes to create a safe living space for song-
birds. Learn 
beautiful and 
effective land-
scaping prin-
cipals that 
contribute to 
the survival of 
our feathered 
friends.  

Family Birding Program 
 

     The AAS Education Committee continues 
to partner with Paynes Prairie Preserve State 
Park to offer family walks at La Chua Trail on 
the first Saturday of the month (October 
through April). Interested families may register 
at the Friends of Paynes Prairie website at 
www.prairiefriends.org under Upcoming 
Events. We will walk at a leisurely pace for 
about 2 hours from 9:00 – 11:00 a.m. 
     A family is not required to join us – anyone 
is welcome! Bring a child, a grandchild, a neigh-
bor, or just yourself and take a walk on the La 
Chua Trail. Children must be accompanied by 
an adult. Loaner binoculars are available during 
the walk, but supplies are limited.  
    Meet at the La Chua Trail parking lot at 4801 
Camp Ranch Road, Gainesville. Walks are free, 
but park admission at La Chua Trail is $4.00 per 
vehicle (cash only) or free with a Florida State 
Parks Annual Pass. Contact Emily Schwartz at 
352-372-0754 if you have questions.  

http://www.prairiefriends.org
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Sunday, December 2, 8 a.m.  
Lake City Treatment Wetland: Meet trip leader Deb-
bie Segal in the parking lot of Hitchcock’s grocery 
store on US-441 in Alachua to carpool to the new 
treatment wetlands near Lake City (you can also meet 
us at 8:30 at the SS Food Store a block west of I-75 at 
Exit #423). The Lake City Treatment Wetland, open-
ed in 2016, is a series of nine wetland cells construct-
ed to treat Lake City’s wastewater. We hope to see a 
plethora of waterfowl, wading birds, and perhaps 
some rarities as we walk the dikes separating the cells. 
This site is not open to the public and the gate will be 
closed after we enter, so don’t be late! Difficulty: 1. 
 

Sunday, December 9, 6:30 a.m. 
Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive: For decades the fields 
north of Lake Apopka were cultivated for vegetables 
by the Duda family. About 20 years ago the St. Johns 
Water Management District bought those fields, and 
now they grow birds and other wildlife. Join trip lead-
er Howard Adams for a driving tour through the 
brushy wetlands of the Lake Apopka Restoration Ar-
ea, one of the best birding areas in the state. Fulvous 
Whistling-Ducks are regular there, and rarities often 
show up; in 2017 a Fork-tailed Flycatcher was present 
for several months. Meet in the Target parking lot on 
Archer Road just east of I-75. Difficulty: 1. 
 

Sunday, December 16, SPECIAL EVENT 
Gainesville Christmas Bird Count: Contact Andy 
Kratter (kratter@flmnh.ufl.edu; 352-226-2462) or 
Bob Carroll (gatorbob23@yahoo.com; 352-281-3616) 
if you’re interested in participating in this all-day 
event for experienced birders. Please sign up early. 
Difficulty: 3. 
 

Saturday and Sunday, January 5-6, 8:00 a.m. 
St. Marks National Wildlife Refuge: Meet John  
Hintermister at the St. Marks visitor center at 8 a.m. 
on Saturday for a trip to one of Florida’s premier win-
ter birding spots. Expect a large number and wide 
variety of birds. Bring a lunch. Sunday’s meeting time 
and location will be decided on Saturday. Call Wild 
Birds Unlimited at 352-381-1997 to register. Limit 20 
people. Entry fee $5 per vehicle. Difficulty: 3. 

Field Trips  
(Continued from Page 1) 

A udubon Florida recently awarded the 

Alachua Audubon Society the Best 

Chapter Award for a chapter with > 500 

members. Felicia Lee and Debbie Segal  

accepted the award on behalf of the entire 

Alachua Audubon board at the Audubon 

Assembly in West Palm Beach. AAS  

received this award because of the many 

innovative and effective programs that  

Alachua Audubon's dynamic, energized, 

and committed Board of Directors have 

embraced. These programs include new 

college internships, new college and high 

school scholarships, Zen Birding, Birds and 

Brew, starting a long-term bird banding 

program at Prairie Creek Preserve, the  

continued partnership with Sweetwater 

Wetlands Park, bird storytelling, our part-

nership with Alachua County Animal Con-

trol to reduce the number of outdoor cats, 

our partnership with the city of High 

Springs to open their new treatment wet-

land to the public, our continued partner-

ship with Paynes Prairie Preserve State Park 

to offer monthly family birding programs, 

and expanding our conservation efforts 

with cavity-nesting birds. Bravo to the en-
tire Alachua Audubon Society's Board of 

Directors for making AAS the best large 
Audubon Chapter in Florida! 

Alachua Audubon Wins State Award! 

Left to right: Felicia Lee (AAS), Debbie Segal 
(AAS) and Jacquie Sulek, Audubon Florida.  

mailto:kratter@flmnh.ufl.edu
mailto:gatorbob23@yahoo.com
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New Alachua Audubon Bird Banding Station 
 

     Since January 2018, members of the Alachua Audubon Society have been collaborating with 
the Alachua Conservation Trust to set up the region’s first bird banding station. Dr. Katie Sieving 
from the University of Florida is working with Jonathan Varol and AAS’s four new interns—our 
first group of interns ever—to design the banding station to support opportunities for people to 
see many different species of birds, specifically passerines (primarily perching songbirds, which 
includes more than half of all bird species), up close.  
     The banding station will be located at the Prairie Creek Preserve near an open-faced barn that 
the team is renovating. They completed their first trial run in October and caught an exciting 
number and diversity of birds, including indigo buntings, a mockingbird, an ovenbird, and multi-
ple wren species. They hope to continue this high success rate and will work to provide a unique, 
interactive experience for everyone to learn about birds and get outside to enjoy nature. Keep an 
eye on the website for the first public bird banding event which they are planning to hold in the 
new year! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Photos of Cardinal and Indigo Bunting by Jonathon Varol.  

Third Thursday Bird Walks 
 

     Alachua Audubon offers bird walks on the third Thursday of most months for anyone who 
would like to attend. Lunch is optional for those who would enjoy some extra socializing. The 
next trip is scheduled for November 15th. We will tour the new constructed treatment wetland  
in Lake City which is not normally open to the public. Lunch will follow at Conestogas restaurant 
in Alachua. We’ll carpool from the Hitchcock’s parking lot on 441 in Alachua at 7:30. If you are 
interested in attending, or would like to meet up at a location closer to the facility, please contact 
Bob Carroll for further details at gatorbob23@yahoo.com 

 

Third Thursday birders at Lake Pithlachocco Trail in Newnan’s Lake State Forest examine a replica of 
one of over 100 dugout canoes found in Newnan’s Lake after a drought in 2000. Photo by Jon Graham. 

By Adrian Dougherty, AAS Intern 

mailto:gatorbob23@yahoo.com
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Six Things I Learned from Doing a Big Year 
 

B irders, by and large, are an odd lot. Why, after all, would we chase after birds with such passion and 
purpose?  For reasons that I don’t fully understand, I decided to locate as many species of birds in 

Alachua County as I could in 2017. My “Big Year” started on a whim when I saw 92 species of birds on 
New Year’s Day and was quickly hooked. I ended up with 240 species and 401 checklists, both of which 
exceeded my personal goals. In the process, I learned a lot not only about birds but about people, includ-
ing myself.  
    There are many learning tools (including social media, eBird alerts, ABA blogs, and online sound  
archives) for birders who want to maximize their success in a Big Year. All of this is helpful and even 
essential. But a Big Year itself can become a humbling teacher in unexpected and surprising ways. 
    Here a few things I learned in 2017 that have stuck with me: 

There are many talented birdwatchers in Alachua County who help people locate birds. I can’t thank 
them all, but Mike Manetz, Jonathan Mays, and Rex Rowan were especially helpful. We have a 
wonderful birding community with good-natured competition and comradery. 

I like birding alone and I like birding with others. Many of us like birding alone because it provides 
sanctuary from the hustle and bustle of our daily lives. It can sometimes be difficult to balance 
this desire for uninterrupted time in nature with the desire to socialize and bond with others.  
I found that I need both. 

Making new birding friends is essential. Birders can be impulsive and unpredictable, and one can’t 
rely on one’s buddies to be available. I chased birds with old friends, but I also enjoyed making 
new friends along the way. 

Finding new birding hotspots is great fun. I visited 19 sites that were new to me. I greatly enjoyed 
watching Brown-headed Nuthatches and Bachman’s Sparrows at Longleaf Flatwoods Reserve, 
and I discovered birding in Evergreen Cemetery during migration. I spent hours with Google-
Earth and my Gazetteer searching for nooks and crannies in our county that looked interesting. 
The thrill of finding a new place with good bird habitat is as rewarding as locating a new bird.  

We are fortunate to have so much public land in Alachua County. Consider what it would be like to 
do a Big Year in one of the plains states like Kansas or Nebraska, where <5% of the land is in  
public ownership. How many people get to live and work and watch birds near an ecosystem  
like Paynes Prairie?  

Continuing to learn about birds every day prevents “listing” burnout. I adopted some games to  
maintain my interest during times of slow birding. I tried to learn one new field mark every day 
and one new thing about natural history every day. For example, “do frequent sightings of Nash-
ville Warblers indicate that the species is expanding its winter range?” and “where exactly do 
Ruffs breed?” I found this process infinitely more enjoyable than just listing birds.  

     It’s been said that birding “helps you treasure a moment” and indeed I have countless treasures from 
2017. I’ll never forget that day in mid-October when Mike, Rex, John Hintermister, Barbara Shea, and I 
stumbled onto a huge and diverse flock of warblers at Newnans Lake State Forest and finished with 16 
species. Nor will I forget the satisfaction I felt that day in January at the La Chua trail when I finally  
figured out how to identify a Pectoral Sandpiper.  
     Best wishes to anyone contemplating a Big Year in 2019, whether it be at the backyard, patch, county, 
or even state level. Birding truly is a metaphor for life, as you never know what is coming next and there 
is always more to learn! 
         By Karl E. Miller 
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4212 NW 16th Blvd   Gainesville 
352-381-1997 

gainesville.wbu.com 
gainesvillewbu@hotmail.com 

Birdseed · Feeders  · Nesting Boxes · Nature Gifts · Optics 

Mon-Sat 10-6   Sun 11-4 

 

 

TIDE WATER TOURS 
from Cedar Key 

 

For the ultimate birding experience 

by boat to remote coastal marshes or 

near shore islands   
Call or check out our website:  

352-543-9523  

tidewatertours.com  

Selling potted Christmas trees! 
Fridays-Saturdays, 10-6, 11/23-12/22 

http://www.gainesville.wbu.com
mailto:gainesvillewbu@hotmail.com
http://www.bluehighwaypizza.com/
http://www.gainesville.thegreatframeup.com/
http://www.selvaverde.com/
http://www.kestreleco.com/
http://www.tidewatertours.com
http://www.tidewatertours.com/
http://www.tidewatertours.com/
http://www.bkcedars.com/
https://sweetwaterinn.com/
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The Gray-headed Swamphen 
 

A udubon member Tom Wronski recently captured photographs of the Gray-headed Swamphen 
at Sweetwater Wetlands Park , a relatively recent visitor having first appeared here in 2016. I  

received the photos as editor of The Crane. But having recently retired from a career focused on in-
vasive species (primarily plants), I was surprised by the level of excitement in the birding community. 
My existing knowledge of this bird was as an invasive species in south Florida where managers were 
working to eradicate it. Was this a good thing or a bad thing? And so I looked up a reliable source, 
The Birds of North America, Cornell Lab of Ornithology. The following is excerpted from their 
website. 

     A large, colorful rail with dark purple 
to blue colors and a large red bill and 
frontal shield, the Gray-headed Swamp-
hen is a recent addition to the avifauna 
of North America due to the establish-
ment of a non-native population in 
southeastern Florida. Although recently 
known as the Purple Swamphen 
(Porphyrio porphyrio), the taxonomy of 
this species is complex and various taxo-
nomic bodies now split the P. porphyrio 
complex into 6 species, including the 
Gray-headed Swamphen (P. poliocepha-
lus). 
     The native range of the Gray-headed 
Swamphen extends from the Middle 
East through India and southern Asia to 
northern Thailand. In 1996, this swamp-
hen was discovered in Florida at Pem-
broke Pines in Broward County, the  

result of unintended releases from one or two private collections nearby. The following decade saw 
the Gray-headed Swamphen expand its range within Southeast Florida, including the Everglades, the 
Everglades Agricultural Area, and Lake Okeechobee, with dispersers found outside this region. From 
October 2006 through December 2008, an eradication program by state agencies removed 3,187 
swamphens. However, the eradication campaign was deemed a failure at reducing the distribution 
and abundance of swamphens and was discontinued. Since then, the Gray-headed Swamphen has 
continued to increase in the region and the species is now a common sight in stormwater treatment 
areas, water conservation areas, agricultural areas, and constructed wetlands in urban and suburban 
Southeast Florida. However, range expansion to date has mostly been limited to Southeast Florida. 
     Although the Gray-headed Swamphen is predominantly sedentary within its native range,  
Porphyrio are known to disperse long distances (> 300 km) in response to unsuitable water levels, 
and such dispersal has been documented in Florida. Their excellent dispersal ability combined with 
the abundance of an important food plant in Florida, the Gulf Coast spikerush (Eleocharis cellulosa), 
has raised concern among wildlife managers about further expansion of the species. As a result,  
additional research on the potential impacts to native flora and fauna is badly needed.  

     Visit the website above to learn more about the Gray-headed Swamphen and to find referenced 
sources of supporting research.  

Photo by Tom Wronski.  

https://doi.org/10.2173/bna.purswa3.01
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Wednesday Morning Bird Walks  
at Sweetwater Wetlands Park 

 

     Meet AAS volunteers each Wednesday at 8:30 
am from September through May to search for 
wetland birds such as Least Bitterns, Limpkins, 
and Purple Gallinules at Sweetwater Wetlands 
Park. The park is teeming with plants and wildlife 
and improves water quality while providing one 
of the best birding spots in Alachua County. It is 
located on the south side of Gainesville, 3/4 of a 
mile east of the intersection of SW 13th Street/
US-441 and Williston Road. Look for the sign on 
the south side of the road. We’ll meet at the cov-
ered shelter by the entrance.  
     Guided walks are free, but park admission is 
$5/car. Bring binoculars, a hat, sunscreen and  
water. Please visit SweetwaterWetlands.org to 
learn more about the park.  
  

 

In Memory 
 

     Alachua Audubon sincerely thanks Diana 
Rogers for purchasing a Lifetime Membership 
in memory of her late husband, Charles Patrick 
Sullivan, who passed away earlier this year. She 
kindly expressed particular appreciation 
for the work of Alachua Audubon. 

Photo by Tom Hoctor of a Hooded Warbler at his  
backyard birdbath equipped with a bubbler. 

SAVE THESE DATES! 
 

     Alachua Audubon’s popular Backyard Birding Tour will take place on Saturday, February 9th, 2019. 
See for yourself how different homeowners have created havens for backyard birds with a variety of 
tips, tools and styles. This self-driving tour allows you to visit featured homes in any order that works 
for you. Tickets will be available at Wild Birds Unlimited. Please put this date in your calendar now 
and check our website as more details become available—AlachuaAudubon.org.  
 

     Wild Birds Unlimited will be presenting the 2019 Pints and Predators event on Saturday, February 
16th at First Magnitude Brewery. This family friendly experience under the trees 
includes live birds of prey and other fun creatures. Last year’s event featured 
seven species of raptor, in addition to several species of native microbat, a  
Rodriguez flying fox (a fruit-eating bat), a Virginia opossum, and a striped 
skunk. Pints and Predators is a half-day educational fair and fundraiser for wild-
life rehabilitators that started at Wild Birds Unlimited in 2015. It moved to First 
Magnitude in 2016 to accommodate more attendees, rehabilitators and animals. 
Attendance has grown each year as well as the funds raised to benefit those who 
devote themselves to rehabilitating injured wildlife for release to the wild, and 
caring for those who can not be released and sharing them at events to raise 
awareness.  

Pictured at right: Christina Opett of Sunrise Wildlife 
Rehabilitators with an Eastern Screech Owl.  

http://www.SweetwaterWetlands.org
http://www.sweetwaterwetlands.org/
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     After Michael finally cleared the Atlantic seaboard the stage was set for the grand finale of fall, 
which began here October 12th. Adam and Gina Kent woke to find a riot of birds in their yard: forty 
one species, including two Golden-winged Warblers, Swainson's and Gray-cheeked Thrushes, Rose-
breasted Grosbeak, and a smattering of other warblers. Rex Rowan 
checked Newnans Lake State Forest later that day and tallied 
fourteen warbler species including five Bay-breasted, a Black-
throated Green (two species that are typically only seen here in late 
fall), and a very early Orange-crowned Warbler. There were several 
other Bay-breasted and Black-throated Green Warblers reported 
from various locations, and Rose-breasted Grosbeaks began 
appearing at backyard feeders around the county. 
     Late fall also means the return of many of our winter residents, 
and we had a rash of early records for some of these. This was 
partly due to Rex Rowan, who recently started a near-daily regimen 
of 7 AM hiking at Sweetwater Wetlands, noting new early arrival 
dates for Bobolink, American Bittern, Sora, and Marsh Wren. Matt 
Bruce had a new early record with a Scarlet Tanager in his yard 
August 28th. But two new records were so early they defy explanation. 
One was a Ruby-crowned Kinglet photographed August 20th by Dick 
Bartlett in his yard; the other a Cedar Waxwing photographed September 13th by Trina Anderson at 
Chapman's Pond. 
     By the time this issue of The Crane reaches your inbox or mailbox, fall migration will be history 
and we will be looking for some of those pre-winter western strays like Yellow-headed Blackbird, 
Western Kingbird, Scissor-tailed and Vermilion Flycatchers, and western hummingbirds such as 
Rufous and Black-chinned. Hope we get to see them all!  
     Thanks to those who shared their sightings through October 15th. 
          By Mike Manetz 

Around the County 
(Continued from Page 2) 

First Catio Tour a Success 
 

     The Alachua County Audubon Society, Alachua 

County Humane Society, and Operation Catnip part-

nered together to present an inaugural Catio Tour  

that was held on October 13th. This tour was a fun 

and educational demonstration of various cat patios 

designed to keep cats indoors. The Wagmore Foun-

dation provided a monetary prize for the best catio 

on the tour, and Linda Hensley and Barbara Molli-

son from Alachua Audubon Society served as judges.  

Alachua Audubon Society also provided a brochure 

on "Cats, Birds, and You" that explains the import-

ance of keeping cats indoors to protect both cats and 

wildlife. These brochures were provided to all partic-

ipants on the tour. 

A Note About NAS Membership 
 

     Do you receive more mail than you prefer 
from National Audubon, or do you have a 
question about your NAS membership? You 
can call them toll-free1-844-428-382 or email 
audubon@emailcustomerservice.com. They 
can assist you with your account preferences 
including address changes, removal from 
mailing lists, magazine subscriptions, and 
more. Please note that if you “unsubscribe” 
to an NAS email, you likely will not receive 
your membership renewal notice. As the  
Alachua Audubon membership chair, I will 
be happy to assist you as well. Contact me at  
AlachuaAudubonMembership@gmail.com 
 

                                       Karen Brown 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet.  
Photo by Dick Barlett. 

http://www.stlouisaudubon.org/conservation/BCH/ABC-cat_birds_you.pdf
mailto:audubon@emailcustomerservice.com
mailto:AlachuaAudubonMembership@gmail.com
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Audubon Membership Explained 
 

     To join Audubon at the local level, please  
complete the membership form to the left, or print 
a form at AlachuaAudubon.org/Membership. 
Choose the level that is appropriate for you. Mail 
the completed form with your check, payable to 
Alachua Audubon Society, to the address provided.  
     To join Audubon at the National level, go to 
AlachuaAudubon.org/Membership where you will   
be directed to their membership page. This site  
allows payment by credit card. Your introductory 
membership ($20) will be credited to our local 
chapter and you will become an annual member of 
the National Audubon Society, Audubon Florida 
and Alachua Audubon, with one-year subscriptions 
to National Audubon magazine, Audubon Florida’s 
Naturalist magazine, and Alachua Audubon’s  
bi-monthly newsletter, The Crane.  
     Please send any questions to  
AlachuaAudubonMembership@gmail.com  

  

Join Alachua Audubon! 
Membership Application 

 

Benefits of membership include expert-led field 
trips, programs for adults and youth,  

classes for beginning birders, The Crane  
bi-monthly newsletter, conservation advocacy 

with local and state legislators, and more. 
 

Annual Membership Levels 
Choosing a higher level provides additional  

support for our local chapter.  
Student  $10 Individual  $15 
Family  $30 Limpkin  $50 
Purple Gallinule   $100  
Swallow-tailed Kite   $250 
Sandhill Crane   $500 
Whooping Crane*  $1,000 
(*bestows lifetime membership) 

 

Please send your completed application  
with a check payable to  

Alachua Audubon Society 
to: 3242 NW 12th Terr., Gainesville, FL 32609 
 

Name: ____________________________ 

Address: __________________________ 

City: _____________________________ 

State: ______________Zip: ___________ 

Email: ____________________________ 
The Crane is distributed via email. Your email  
address will not be shared with other organizations.  

 

Alachua Audubon (AAS) is an official chapter of  
National Audubon and Audubon Florida. If you 
belong to National Audubon and live in our area, 

you are automatically a member of AAS.  
To join National Audubon, please go to  

AlachuaAudubon.org/Membership where you 
will be directed to their membership page.  

 
Alachua Audubon is a 501(c)3 organization. 

AlachuaAudubon.org
http://www.alachuaaudubon.org/membership/
http://www.alachuaaudubon.org/membership/
mailto:AlachuaAudubonMembership@gmail.com
http://www.alachuaaudubon.org/membership/

