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Saturday, January 1st, 2022, 8:00 am 
Sweetwater Wetlands Park and Beyond 
Meet trip leader Tim Hardin for the first birding trip  
of the new year. Meet at the parking lot of Sweetwater  
Wetlands Park (SWP) to start your year list off with a 
bang. Although this trip will begin at SWP, participants 
will have the option to progress to other sites based on 
input from Tim and the group. Difficulty: 3. 
 
Sunday, January 16th, 2022, 8:00 am 
Boulware Springs Restoration Area 
Meet trip leader Andy Kratter in the Boulware Springs 
bike trailhead parking lot. Going south on SE 15th 
Street, make a right turn into the driveway immediately 
after you pass SE 32nd Place on your left. This 80-acre 
tract, formerly overgrown with brush, is being restored 
to longleaf pine sandhill, and in its current condition has 
been particularly attractive to sparrows. They will be our 
primary quarry, but Red-headed Woodpecker, American 
Kestrel, and a variety of other winter species are possi-
ble. Difficulty: 2. 
 
Saturday, January 22nd, 2022, 8:00 am 
Gum Root Park 
Meet trip leader Tim Hardin to search for over-wintering 
sparrows and songbirds at this often overlooked and 
quaint City of Gainesville park located at 7300 NE 27th 
Avenue (but enter “Gum Root Park” if using Google 
Maps). This city park is home to several different  
habitats, including forested floodplain swamp, xeric 
hammock, baygall, pasture/old fields, and remnant flat-
woods. Difficulty: 2. 
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Christmas Bird Count Ups  p. 5 
Ruddy Duck Rescue   p. 9 
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How Do You Like to Bird  p. 15 
HS Scholarship; Book Review  p. 16 
Support AAS; Birds & Brews  p. 17 
Call for Interns; Bird Tour Update p. 18 
Please Support our Advertisers! p. 19 

Sunday, January 23rd, 2022, 4:00 pm 
Camps Canal/Cones Dike at Sunset 
Meet trip leader Bubba Scales at the Camps Canal trail-
head for an exciting new version of our usual field trip 
routine. Bubba anticipates trip participants will be able 
to observe the prairie basin as diurnal species come in 
to roost and crepuscular and nocturnal species begin  
to forage. We will be returning to our cars in twilight 
conditions so plan accordingly & 
bring a small light. Camps Canal 
trailhead is located on CR 234. 
From Gainesville, turn left at the 
blinking light in Micanopy 
(intersection of 441 & 234). Park 
on the side of the road near the 
bridge. Difficulty: 3. 

FIELD TRIPS 

(Continued on page 2) 

Trip Difficulty 1: Trip within easy access to the vehicle and/or level terrain one; mile or less. 2: May involve  
uneven terrain; one to two miles. 3: May involve elevation change, uneven terrain, and/or greater than two miles. 
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Alachua Audubon Officers &  
Chairpersons of  

Standing Committees 

Submissions to The Crane  
are welcomed. Deadline for the  
Mar – April issue: February 15th   

President  ................ Debbie Segal 352-514-0596 

Vice President       Tim Hardin 352-441-6185 

Secretary ... .................. Felicia Lee 352-389-1831 

Treasurer ... ......... Tina Greenberg 352-474-8435 

Membership .. AlachuaAudubonMembership@gmail.com 

Field Trips  ............. Barbara Shea 352-514-3956 

Education  ............ Emily Schwartz 352-372-0754 

Birding Class  .... Charlene Pringle 352-226-1214 

Banding Lab      Jonathan Varol 352-226-4472 

Festivals  ............. Eric Amundson 352-256-0009 

Conservation  ............. Bob Simons 352-372-7646 

Editor/Ads   .............. Karen Brown 352-213-4257 

Website  .............. Michael Brock 540-287-1153 

AAS Website  ................ www.AlachuaAudubon.org 

Facebook  ................... Tim Hardin 352-441-6185 

Contact us at contact@AlachuaAudubon.org 

Alachua Audubon Society’s 
mission is to foster appreciation 

and knowledge of  birds and 
other native wildlife, to protect 
and restore wildlife populations 

and their habitats, and  
to promote sustainable use  

of  natural resources. 

Content of The Crane fulfills the 
stated objectives and goals of the 
Alachua Audubon Society. Annual 
subscription to The Crane is in-
cluded in National Audubon and/
or Alachua Audubon membership. 
Please see the back page for more  
information.  
Additional advertisers are welcome. 
Please contact the editor for more 
information at 
karenpbrown1953@gmail.com  

Saturday, January 29th, 2022, 8:00 am. ACT Prairie Creek Lodge Trail 
Park near the ACT Prairie Creek Lodge to meet trip leader Ivor Kin-
caid who will direct us to the trail. We will search for over-wintering 
sparrows and songbirds. The fields and pastures located on the PCL 
grounds have been home to the secretive Henslow’s sparrow for  
several years and will be one of our primary quarries along with other 
sparrow species such as Grasshopper, Vesper, and Song.  
7204 SE CR 234, Gainesville. Difficulty: 2. 
 

Saturday, February 5th, 2022, 8:00 am. Alligator Lake Park (Lake City) 
We will partner with Four Rivers Audubon’s Trip Leader Jerry 
Krummrich and meet at Alligator Lake Park at the pavilion parking 
lot. The address off Country Club Road is 420 SE Alligator Glen, 
Lake City, FL 32025. Trip participants will traverse the wooded berm 
around this marshy 338-acre lake looking for waterfowl, wading birds, 
and woodland species. Difficulty: 2. 
 

Saturday, February 12th, 2022, 8:00 am 
Hague Dairy (University of Florida Dairy Unit) 
Meet trip leader Tim Hardin at the dairy where we will be on the 
search for sparrows, blackbirds, raptors, and western strays. We will 
hope for water levels conducive to shorebirds and/or waterfowl as 
well. Park on the western side of the complex labeled Classroom park-
ing. Trip participants are asked to respect and defer to the workers 
and cows in an effort to maintain our amicable relationship with the 
dairy staff. 13200 NW 59th Drive. Difficulty: 2. 
 

Saturday, February 20th, 2022, 8:00 am. La Chua Trail 
Meet trip leader Felicia Lee at the La Chua trailhead at 4801 Camp 
Ranch Rd. La Chua has been one of the most productive birding  
locations in the county; the myriad habitats found within the park  
support an abundant and diverse bird population including wading 
birds, waterfowl, raptors, warblers, and others. Difficulty: 2. 
 

Friday Evening and Saturday, February 25th and 26th, 2022 
Tall Timbers Research Station  
What did Florida look like 200 years ago?  Join us at Tall Timbers  
Research Station (TTRS) near Tallahassee and find out. We’ll tour  
the station area and learn about the important role of fire in upland 
ecosystems. We will search for White-breasted & Brown-headed  
Nuthatches, Red-cockaded Woodpeckers, Bachman’s, Henslow’s  
and Grasshopper sparrows, to name a few. Adam & Gina Kent and 
Jim Cox (Director of the Stoddard Bird Lab at TTRS) will be our trip 
leaders. TTRS has a lodge available with a small number of private 
rooms at reasonable cost. Camping space is also available. Staying 
there will have you in the center of the action Friday night and make 
Saturday’s very early start easier. Staying Saturday night is an option  
if you want to further bird the area or bird down the coast on the way 
home. Sign up for the trip and the onsite lodge reservations at Wild 
Birds Unlimited (352-381-1997). Difficulty: 3. 

mailto:AlachuaAudubonMembership@gmail.com
http://www.alachuaaudubon.org
http://www.facebook.com/AlachuaAudubon/
mailto:contact@AlachuaAudubon.org
mailto:karenpbrown1953@gmail.com
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Birding at the Dairy 
  
We’re searching 
for the single 
  

yellow-headed 
blackbird 
  

we’ve heard 
commingles 
  

with thousands 
of starlings 
  

and brown-headed 
cowbirds, 
  

when the many- 
headed body 
  

arises 
and undulates, 
  

a sudden congress 
of wings 
  

in a maneuvering 
wave that veers 
  

and wheels, a fleet 
and schooling swarm 
  

in synchronous alarm, 
a bloom radiating 
  

in ribbons, in sheets, 
in waterfall, 
  

a murmuration 
of birds 
  

that turns 
liquid in air, 
  

that whooshes 
like waves 
  

on the shore, 
or the breath 
  

of a great 
seething prayer. 
 
 By Sidney Wade 

HOW TO RESCUE ENTANGLED BIRDS 
 

The Tampa, St. Petersburg, and Manatee County Audubon Societies worked with 
videographer Dee Fairbanks Simpson to produce a short documentary describing 
the danger of fishing gear to birds, especially pelicans, and how fishermen can safe-
ly release entangled birds. Although Alachua County is not coastal, discarded fish-
ing line can be found around the shores and docks of our many lakes and rivers 
and can cause entanglement to cormorants, grebes, ibis, and other water-birds.  
     Fishing gear entanglement has been identified as the main cause of death and 
injury for Brown Pelicans in Florida by the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission and Audubon Florida. This documentary uses puppets, actors, inter-
views, and live-filmed releases to demonstrate the problem, show how to avoid 
catching a bird in fishing gear, how to carefully reel it in, and how to cut a barb  
off a hook or the line wrapped around a wing or foot. 
     The video is presented in two lengths, a twenty-one-minute length which  
explains the problem for pelicans that fishing line and hooks present, and a shorter 
5-minute version which delineates how anyone can safely release a bird without 
causing additional damage to it. 
     Fishing is a great activity for fishermen of all ages, and part of fishing is taking 
responsibility for managing the fishing line and releasing non-target animals caught 
by accident. Fishermen carefully release fish that 
are designated catch- and-release; if a person  
accidentally snares a bird, they should release it  
so that it can live wild and free. 
     The steps for safely releasing an accidentally 
hooked bird are simple: 

 Enlist another person to help you hold the 
bird while you unhook or disentangle it. 

 Wear eye protection such as sunglasses. 
 Secure the head firmly, gently fold the wings 

against the bird’s body, and hold the feet. 
 Gently covering the bird’s eye with a towel or 

cloth will help calm the bird, making it easier 
to remove the hook or line. 

 Use a wire clipper to cut the barb, and back 
the hook out of the bird’s flesh. Cut and  
remove any line. 

 Check the wings, legs, and body for additional hooks or line, as many birds 
have been entangled before. 

 Point the bird’s head towards the water and step back as you release it. 
 

Short Form (5 minutes) – This video only shows how to rescue a pelican:  
https://youtu.be/PQU9V1lS8fg 
Long Form (21 minutes) – This video describes the problem and ways to  
prevent it: https://youtu.be/dkcMdpBaZ3s  
Playlist – This includes both videos and any future Pelican videos we might add:  
https://youtube.com/playlist?
list=PLw7UG4BcJDK0frdHFlDBxCo_9QHo7XLM2 
 

     For more information, please contact Ann Paul, President of the Tampa  
Audubon Society, 813/624-3149, president@tampaaudubon.org. 

https://youtu.be/PQU9V1lS8fg
https://youtu.be/PQU9V1lS8fg
https://youtu.be/dkcMdpBaZ3s
https://youtu.be/dkcMdpBaZ3s
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLw7UG4BcJDK0frdHFlDBxCo_9QHo7XLM2
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLw7UG4BcJDK0frdHFlDBxCo_9QHo7XLM2
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLw7UG4BcJDK0frdHFlDBxCo_9QHo7XLM2
mailto:president@tampaaudubon.org
mailto:president@tampaaudubon.org
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Audubon Evening Programs 
 

Monitoring Terns in Maine, Tuesday, January 11, 2022 at 7:00 p.m.  
on Zoom 
My name is Brian Cammarano: avid birder, avian conservationist and 
University of Central Florida graduate with a degree in Ecology, Evolu-
tionary & Conservation Biology. I have been working seasonal jobs to 
experience firsthand what it takes to be a field biologist. I have been in-
volved with many avian conservation efforts such as songbird banding in 
Key Biscayne for the Cape Florida Banding Station, grassland songbird 
nest searching in Eastern Montana, Black Rail detection surveying in  
Big Cypress and monitoring beach nesting birds in Southwest Florida. 
     This summer, I was a Project Puffin Research Assistant on Stratton 
Island off the coast of Maine, where I conducted research and monitored 
a tern colony including the federally listed Roseate Tern. Join me for this 
presentation where I will provide some insight on what it’s like to work 
and live on a colonial seabird nesting island! 
     Here is your link to join: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89024725122?
pwd=SysrcXJTdFpEMHkxMDFBNEVsZk5Cdz09 
or find it on the AAS website under Events and Activities -> Programs. 
 

Note: to learn more about Project Puffin we highly recommend the book Project Puffin: The Improbable Quest 
to Bring a Beloved Seabird Back to Egg Rock by Stephen W. Kress and Derrick Z. Jackson. The story told there 

is quite fascinating! 

Past AAS Programs Available Online 
 

Miss one of the AAS evening programs? Watch them online at your leisure from the Programs page of our 
website at www.alachuaaudubon.org/programs/  

The Great Backyard Bird Count (GBBC) is a free, fun, and easy event that engages bird 
watchers of all ages in counting birds to create a real-time snapshot of bird populations. 
Participants are asked to count birds for as little as 15 minutes (or as long as they wish) on 
one or more days of the four-day event and report their sightings online at birdcount.org. Anyone from beginning 
bird watchers to experts can take part and you can participate from your backyard or anywhere in the world. 
     Each checklist submitted during the GBBC helps researchers at the National Audubon Society, Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology and Birds Canada learn more about how birds are doing, and how to protect them and the environ-
ment we share. Recently, more than 160,000 participants submitted their bird observations online, creating the 
largest instantaneous snapshot of global bird populations ever recorded. On the program website participants can 
explore real-time maps and charts that show what others are reporting during and after the count. 
     The 25th annual GBBC will be held Friday, February 18, through Monday, February 21, 2022. Please visit the 
official website at birdcount.org for more information. https://www.birdcount.org/participate/  

Would you like to be reminded when our programs are nearing? If so, send an email to  
programs@alachuaaudubon.org and you will be sent an email reminder prior to each program.  

The Great Backyard Bird Count  

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89024725122?pwd=SysrcXJTdFpEMHkxMDFBNEVsZk5Cdz09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89024725122?pwd=SysrcXJTdFpEMHkxMDFBNEVsZk5Cdz09
https://www.alachuaaudubon.org/programs/
http://www.alachuaaudubon.org/programs/
http://www.alachuaaudubon.org/programs/
http://www.birdcount.org/
http://www.audubon.org/
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/
http://www.birdscanada.org/
http://www.birdcount.org/
http://www.birdcount.org/
https://www.birdcount.org/participate/
mailto:programs@alachuaaudubon.org
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2021 John Hintermister Gainesville Christmas Bird Count: a Recap  
 

T he 2021 John Hintermister Gainesville Christmas Bird Count (CBC) is in the books, the 54th event spon-
sored by Alachua Audubon Society. The count took place on the traditional first Sunday of the count period 

(December 19th this year). This tradition started in the early 1970s because new count compiler John Hintermister 
worked Saturdays, the day most often chosen for big-time CBCs like Gainesville’s, in the Men’s department at 
Sears. It probably won’t be too long before a majority of our participants do not even know what a Sears is – 
some traditions have quirky origin stories.  
     Once the count date is entered months ahead of time, the date is set in stone – rain or shine. This year we got 
a bit of both. Fortunately, most of us dodged heavy weather during the majority of daylight hours. But for the 
intrepid souls that carry on from dawn (or earlier) to dusk, the ominous darkening of the skies approaching the 
latter meant more, unfortunately, than just the setting of the sun – especially for those who were far from their 
cars, out on boats in the middle of expansive lakes or vast marshes, or awaiting the arrival of special birds coming 
to their night roosts. I don’t think any part of our 15-mile diameter count circle escaped the deluge. Such unpre-
dictability, however, is a hallmark of a CBC. 
     Our 24-hour snapshot of wintering bird populations around Gainesville went extremely well. The total num-
ber of species this year, a whopping 169, was our third highest ever, behind the gold medal performance and  
record of 175 in 2018, and a silver medal for the 170 the following year. We’re on the podium! We will almost  
certainly carry on as one of the most diverse CBCs in all of Florida, even though we are dozens of miles away 
from the nearest salt water and all the species those habitats can provide. Last year, our more modest 162 species 
was the second highest in Florida. 
     Our compilation of the count’s results, held the following day by Zoom, has two sections. The first section 
contains the bread-and-butter birds, the 158 species that occur nearly every year. We did quite well, missing only 
six. John Martin has put together an excellent interactive compilation that includes a graph showing the number 
of individuals for each species, the record high from all years, and a cumulative species total. As each of the 11 
teams reports their numbers for a particular species, the graph climbs, and we excitedly watch to see if we set a 
record for most individuals ever recorded for that species on this CBC. Fun as that is, the fireworks are saved for 
the second part, when team leaders read off species that are unexpected. Each new find pushes the cumulative 
total higher, in recent years far past the benchmark total of 150 species that is considered to be a successful count.  
     This year we found three new species for the Gainesville count: a Yellow-bellied Flycatcher, present at Adam 
and Gina Kent’s place since early November, was photographed and heard, one of only a few winter records any-
where in the United States; a Cinnamon Teal, a stray duck from out west, was found by the airboat team on the 
prairie; and possibly two Great Crested Flycatchers were found, one was heard and seen at Rocky Point on the 
prairie rim, and the other, still uncertain to species,  was photographed at Barr Hammock. Other excellent finds 
include a Brown Creeper in the Hogtown Greenway, two Vaux’s Swifts coming to roost during a late afternoon 
deluge on the UF Campus, two Pine Siskins in southwest Gainesville, a Bachman’s Sparrow at Sweetwater Pre-
serve, a Selasphorus hummingbird in the suburbs of north Gainesville, and a Lesser Black-backed Gull (3rd county 
record) joined the gull frenzy near sunset as they came to roost on Newnan’s Lake. A few bags of popcorn did the 
trick in attracting the gulls to our boat. We also picked up a good number of our expected “rare” species that have 
become regular presences in our count-circle: 10 Least Bitterns, 12 Roseate Spoonbills, 119 (!) Snail Kites, 1 Least 
Flycatcher, 1 Ash-throated Flycatcher, 1 Peregrine Falcon, and 1 White-winged Dove. The eight Canada Geese 
near Tuscawilla Prairie are probably countable but of suspicious origin (likely non-migratory escapees of domesti-
cated geese or their descendants). Lastly, the long-time resident Whooping Crane, left over from the failed rein-
troduction projects 20 years ago, was spotted by the Tuscawilla team.  
     In addition to the great species totals, the Gainesville CBC has become known as one for setting high counts 
of individual species. In fact, we led the nation in such high counts last year (17 species), the second time we have 
led the nation.  This year, we had our highest counts ever for Eastern Whip-poor-will (8), Green Heron (51),  
Merlin (11), Carolina Chickadee (455), Northern Waterthrush (15), Common Yellowthroat (331), Snail Kite (119), 
and Roseate Spoonbill (12). These high numbers result from two factors. First, our count circle has a wide array 
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of diverse and expansive habitats, thanks to the state and local governments that have preserved land here, includ-
ing long leaf pinewoods and live oak hardwood hammocks, and prairies filled with marshlands and open habitats. 
Even the sprawling suburbs tend to be loaded with birds, as homeowners maintain feeders for finches, buntings, 
sparrows, cardinals, and orioles. But much more importantly, we have a large, diverse, and wonderful birding  
community here in Gainesville and Alachua County. The size and range of our community and the skill of the 
birders means higher numbers and better data. We have a stable full of eager new birders who are quickly becom-
ing the standard bearers for a new generation of excellence. 
     Huge thanks to my co-compiler Bob Carroll, John Martin for running the compilation count-up and the enter-
tainment, the 10 other team captains, and especially the great birders from our community who make this one of 
the best counts in the country. John Hintermister built a great tradition, and he would be proud of how we have 
carried it on. 
     Species list (bold-faced species = rarity; bold-faced count = high count): Black-bellied Whistling-Duck 2056, 
Canada Goose 8, Snow Goose-Blue 1, Snow Goose-White 4, Muscovy Duck 160, Wood Duck 530, Gadwall 31, 
American Wigeon 5, Mallard 3, Hybrid Mallard/Mottled 15, Mottled Duck 578, Cinnamon Teal 1, Blue-winged 
Teal 1842, Northern Shoveler 33, Northern Pintail 2, Green-winged Teal 281, Ring-necked Duck 6438, Lesser 
Scaup 14, Bufflehead 15, Common Goldeneye 1, Hooded Merganser 130, Red-breasted Merganser 1, Ruddy Duck 
2, Northern Bobwhite 1, Wild Turkey 93, Pied-billed Grebe 85, Horned Grebe 0, Rock Pigeon 19, Eurasian Col-
lared Dove 2, Common Ground-Dove 5, White-winged Dove 1, Mourning Dove 480, Eastern Whip-poor-will 8, 
Vaux's Swift 2, Selasphorus sp. 1, Hummingbird sp. 1, King Rail 11, Virginia Rail 28, Sora 74, Purple Gallinule 15, 
Common Gallinule 1171, American Coot 743, Limpkin 389, Sandhill Crane 1329, Whooping Crane 1, Killdeer 
399, Least Sandpiper 51, Wilson's Snipe 357, Long-billed Dowitcher 85, American Woodcock 14, Spotted Sand-
piper 3, Greater Yellowlegs 36, Lesser Yellowlegs 33, Laughing Gull 1, Ring-billed Gull 121, Herring Gull 4,  
Lesser black-backed Gull 1, Forster's Tern 3, Common Loon 2, Wood Stork 101, Double-crested Cormorant 610, 
Anhinga 536, American White Pelican 114, American Bittern 14, Least Bittern 10, Great Blue Heron 265, Great 
Egret 325, Snowy Egret 416, Little Blue Heron 458, Tricolored Heron 265, Cattle Egret 302, Green Heron 51, 
Black-crowned Night-Heron 123, White Ibis 1990, Glossy Ibis 507, Roseate Spoonbill 12, Black Vulture 576,  
Turkey Vulture 942, Osprey 19, Snail Kite 119, Bald Eagle 99, Northern Harrier 48, Sharp-shinned Hawk 8, 
Cooper's Hawk 19, Accipiter sp. 1, Red-shouldered Hawk 249, Red-tailed Hawk 49, Barn Owl 6, Eastern Screech-
Owl 19, Great Horned Owl 53, Barred Owl 70, Belted Kingfisher 72, Red-headed Woodpecker 18, Red-bellied 
Woodpecker 464, Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 64, Downy Woodpecker 223, Northern Flicker 35, Pileated Wood-
pecker 163, American Kestrel 74, Merlin 11, Peregrine Falcon 1, Eastern Phoebe 512, Vermilion Flycatcher 1,  
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher 1, Least Flycatcher 1, Ash-throated Flycatcher 1, Great Crested Flycatcher 2, Logger-
head Shrike 27, White-eyed Vireo 96, Blue-headed Vireo 86, Blue Jay 293, American Crow 870, Fish Crow 72, 
Crow sp. 32, Tree Swallow 3, Carolina Chickadee 455, Tufted Titmouse 472, Brown-headed Nuthatch 6, Brown 
Creeper 1, House Wren 278, Sedge Wren 36, Marsh Wren 66, Carolina Wren 582, Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 698, 
Golden-crowned Kinglet 1, Ruby-crowned Kinglet 632, Eastern Bluebird 276, Hermit Thrush 57, American Robin 
217, Gray Catbird 199, Brown Thrasher 29, Northern Mockingbird 122, European Starling 40, Cedar Waxwing 83, 
House Sparrow 18, American Pipit 21, House Finch 104, American Goldfinch 58, Pine Siskin 2, Ovenbird 15, 
Northern Waterthrush 15, Black-and-white Warbler 119, Orange-crowned Warbler 99, Common Yellowthroat 
331, American Redstart 2, Northern Parula 2, Palm Warbler 1442, Pine Warbler 267, Yellow-rumped Warbler 
2035, Yellow-throated Warbler 48, Prairie Warbler 6, Wilson's Warbler 2, Yellow-breasted Chat 1, Eastern Towhee 
109, Bachman's Sparrow 1, Field Sparrow 2, Chipping Sparrow 971, Vesper Sparrow 21, Savannah Sparrow 92, 
Grasshopper Sparrow 6, Henslow's Sparrow 2, Song Sparrow 34, Swamp Sparrow 231, White-throated Sparrow 
13, White-crowned Sparrow 7, Summer Tanager 2, Northern Cardinal 795, Indigo Bunting 1, Painted Bunting 15, 
Red-winged Blackbird 10204, Eastern Meadowlark 99, Rusty Blackbird 28, Common Grackle 1013, Boat-tailed 
Grackle 1583, Brown-headed Cowbird 833, Baltimore Oriole 33. 

     By Andy Kratter 
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T he 2021 Melrose Christmas Bird Count (CBC), organized and sponsored by the Santa Fe Audubon Society 
and held on December 16th, was a hugely successful event, thanks to the 72 volunteers who searched for and 

tallied birds in the many natural areas that occur in the designated 15-mile diameter count circle. Many intrepid 
volunteers began before dawn, straining their ears to hear the calls of owls and whip-por-wills and the rustling 
wings of woodcocks. And as the sun lifted up, the army of volunteers was in full force, surveying for birds around 
the many lakes, parks, rail trails, and other natural areas within the count circle. 
     One of the great birding spectacles that quietly occurs on Lake Santa Fe is the large evening roost of gulls  
during the winter months. As the winter afternoons build, a river of snowbirds stream in from the north until the 
collection of mostly Ring-billed Gulls, but also Herring, Laughing and Bonaparte’s Gulls, swell to several thousand 
birds. The gulls roost on top of the water in the middle of the lake during most winter nights and then lift off Lake 
Santa Fe after dawn the following morning. 
     The gulls feed during the day north of Lake Santa Fe, probably at landfills like Jacksonville’s Tillman Ridge or 
the New River Regional Landfill. During this year’s CBC, almost 4,000 Ring-billed Gulls were tallied on Lake  
Santa Fe. The big challenges were trying to assign a number to such a wide swath of gulls that kept building and 
moving as the afternoon progressed, as well as trying to pick out the few other gull species amongst the raft of 
Ring-billed. 
     While the gulls utilize the lake for their nocturnal roost, many other water-dependent birds including ducks, 
loons, grebes, eagles, herons, and kingfishers spend their winter dining on fish and other aquatic prey in this large 
and deep-water lake. The Melrose CBC capitalizes on the abundant and diverse collection of water birds by  
recruiting volunteers with pontoon boats and a crew of birders to zigzag across the lake to identify and tally the 
birds. 
     The challenges of surveying birds from a boat are great. Bright and blinding sun, skittish birds, especially ducks 
that take wing when a boat approaches, even slight waves that cause binoculars to sway up and down, and wind 
that feeds more waves. 
     This year’s bird crew on Lake Santa Fe tallied a tremendous number of individual birds and identified many 
species. But perhaps the most exciting moments were finding a rare Surf Scoter that was nestled amongst the 
thousands of Ruddy Ducks, followed by an even rarer Red Phalarope doing its lazy spin on top of the water. 
These observations mark only the fourth record for Surf Scoter and the second record for Red Phalarope in  
Alachua County. 
     The other birding teams of volunteers were making waves as well – although from the shores around Lakes 
Brooklyn, Geneva, Lily, Magnolia, Opal, Elizabeth, Hutchinson, Winnott, Wall, and other water bodies, as well  
as in the many fields and forests of the Melrose count circle. 
     Several records were set during this 32nd consecutive Melrose CBC. A Limpkin was spotted north of Keystone 
Heights, and a Ruby-throated Hummingbird – a species common during the summer but absent during the winter 
– was recorded west of Melrose. Several rare sparrows were added to the sightings – Bachman’s, Henslow’s, White
-throated, and Grasshopper. Other rarities included a Barn Owl and a Hairy Woodpecker. 
     As the afternoon came to a close, 20,458 individual birds, representing a record-setting 132 species, were added 
to the record books. The Melrose bird survey results will be added to the national database of CBCs, which repre-
sent the world’s longest-running wildlife census and contributes invaluable data to bird populations nationwide. 
Santa Fe Audubon Society would like to thank the numerous private business owners and residents who gave us 
permission to survey their properties. We are fortunate to have many lakes and other natural areas in the Melrose 
count circle, as well as an army of volunteers and landowners who value the beauty and presence of birds. 
 
        By Laura Berkelman and Debbie Segal 

Melrose Christmas Bird Count 
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Ichetucknee / Santa Fe / O’Leno (FLIS) Christmas Bird Count    
 

The 13th running of the Ichetucknee/Santa Fe/O’Leno Christmas Bird Count (FLIS CBC) was held on Tuesday, 
December 21st, 2021. This year’s 15-mile wide circle, centered near the town of Fort White, involved 33 partici-
pants traveling by car, foot, and canoe/kayak. Many of the participants came after a day of rest from the Gaines-
ville CBC and include local volunteers, members of the Four Rivers Audubon, Alachua Audubon, and staff of the 
Florida Park Service and Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission. This year’s count welcomed 10 new 
volunteers into our teams, with several being first-time CBC birders.  
     The FLIS CBC covers many natural and state-managed lands including Ichetucknee Springs State Park (ISSP), 
O’Leno State Park, River Rise Preserve State Park, Gilchrist Blue Springs State Park, Fort White Wildlife and  
Environmental Area, multiple Suwannee River Water Man-
agement District properties, the lower Santa Fe River, the 
entire Ichetucknee River, and private lands of varying uses 
(commercial, residential, agricultural, and silvicultural). 
Three of the five teams concentrate their efforts on public 
lands while the other two focus on the remaining rivers, 
uplands, private lands, and neighborhoods. Typically, the 
teams come together in the evening at the ISSP Education 
Center for a count up supper, but unfortunately had to 
submit their data via email yet again. Even though their 
stories couldn’t be swapped in person, birders kept each 
other updated by sharing group texts and photographs.  
     As birders set out to enjoy the day, the weather forecast 
didn’t seem very optimal. Several cautious birders were 
concerned for the count’s success. They all persevered, 
knowing that we could record count week birds should 
some species not be seen during the wet, cold, wintery Florida day. Although continuous light rain was expected 
all day, the sun fortunately peeked out around 10:15 a.m., opening the day for more favorable weather. The weath-
er station at Ichetucknee Springs State Park recorded a low of 46.3 o F, a high of 57.7 o F, and a precipitation total 
of 0.38 inches. Surface winds were mostly calm, gusting up to 7 mph from ENE. Due to record rainfall during the 
summer months of 2021 and prolonged flooding into early fall, spring flow was well above normal, with normal 
and reducing river levels for early winter. 
     The FLIS CBC recorded 7,179 birds comprising 101 species, all of which were accounted for on the count 
date. These observations included 1 species new to the count, 10 high records, 6 tied records, and 4 uncommon 
species. High counts were observed for Black-bellied Whistling Duck (409), Bufflehead (2), Wild Turkey (164), 
Wilson’s Snipe (19), Eastern Phoebe (160), Carolina Chickadee (186), Blue-gray Gnatcatcher (131), Palm Warbler 
(469), Northern Cardinal (405), and Baltimore Oriole (10). Tied records include Green Heron (2 / 2011), Black-
crowned Night Heron (2 / 2017, 2018, 2020), Downy Woodpecker (88 / 2014), Yellow-throated Warbler (21 / 
2016), Prairie Warbler (1 / 2012, 2018, 2020), and Bachman’s Sparrow (6 / 2018). The group was excited to see 
the first occurrence of a Western Kingbird (1) and welcome back the uncommon species of Black-bellied  
Whistling Duck, Prairie Warbler, Bufflehead, and Greater Yellow Legs (3 – although not a record). Of interest,  
the Eastern Meadowlark (22) made its first appearance after its notable absence since 2014.   
     Many thanks to the team leaders and birders who continue to make the FLIS CBC a success! We appreciate 
everyone who schedules the day into their active holiday season. We missed those who couldn’t join us this year 
and hope they either healed well from surgery, enjoyed their deserved rest, or had a great time with family travels!  
     Please mark your calendars for Tuesday, December 20th, 2022 so you can join us next year!!   
 

         By Ginger Feagle 

Western Kingbird.  
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Ruddy Duck Rescue  
 

T he overcast, dreary, and slightly drizzly morning of the Gainesville Christmas Bird Count had given way to, 
well, a continued overcast and dreary early afternoon (but with no rain thankfully). The time had come to 

complete the morning sojourn and hop on the airboat for the afternoon exploration of Paynes Prairie. We have 
been fortunate to survey the prairie via airboat the past several years due to the elevated water levels. Our airboat 
team consisted of captain Terry Cake and CBC Team 1 participants Dan O’Malley, Tim Hardin, and myself. We 
had been having a rather slow time of it compared to recent years, when we pulled up alongside some of the fenc-
ing adjoining the parcel next to the FWC’s Hickory Ranch property near the Cones Dike trail where we have had 
large numbers of sandhill cranes and various waterfowl species in past years. 
     Some of the pasture was slightly flooded and there were some shorebirds present we wanted to identify and 
tally for the count. We spent ample time counting long-billed dowitchers, killdeer, Wilson’s snipe, and both lesser 
and greater yellowlegs in this area. While tallying the shorebirds, Dan came up with inarguably the best spot of the 
afternoon when, from a distance of at least 700 feet, he noticed a male vermilion flycatcher on the far end of the 
pasture fencing. After spending an exten-
sive amount of time documenting and 
observing the vermilion, we were just 
about ready to shove off and continue 
our trek when a lone, male ruddy duck 
came quietly and gingerly making its way 
by the airboat in an odd location for a 
diving duck – a shallowly inundated and 
quite vegetated expanse of water.  
     We were quick to note by its laborious 
movements that it was possibly injured or 
hindered in some manner. We decided to 
try and capture it to see what appeared to 
be ailing it, and perhaps take it to a local 
rehabber if necessary. Terry skillfully and 
carefully wheeled the airboat around close 
to the ruddy, and Tim was able to reach 
out and safely capture it off the side of 
the airboat. Once we had the very docile 
duck in-hand, all of us noticed something 
pushing out its neck feathers. The culprit 
was a rubber o-ring that was lodged in the 
back of its bill and over its head, appear-
ing to limit its ability to capture and/or 
consume prey. In a flash, Dan removed the 
o-ring from out of the bill and off the head, and the ruddy instantly seemed incredibly relieved. Dan then exam-
ined it thoroughly to see if it had any other injuries such as a broken wing or leg. There were no apparent injuries 
but it appeared a bit malnourished, which seemed to confirm our suspicion that the o-ring had been limiting its 
ability to feed. Since the area we were in was not at all conducive for foraging purposes for a ruddy, we took it out 
to deeper water and released it. Upon its release, and almost immediately after touching water, the ruddy defecated 
and then promptly began diving under water for prey. We all exchanged satisfied glances at being able to help it 
out and give it a fighting chance at survival, then continued on our course searching for a bounty of waders and 
waterfowl yet to be counted on the prairie. 
         By Adam Zions 

Tim Hardin holds the male Ruddy Duck after  
removal of the o-ring from its bill and neck.  
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Samantha Hinsz 
     I’ve always had a passion for birds, so when I found the AAS  
internship I knew it was something I wanted to be a part of. This  
semester has taught me so much about bird identification, banding 
techniques, and avian conservation. It was an incredibly rewarding  
experience to go to the bird banding lab each week and see the growth 
in my banding and extracting skills. I was also fortunate enough to  
volunteer with Avian Research and Conservation Institute to learn 
about wading birds, and aid in the trapping and tagging of ibis. There 
are so many highlights from the internship, but I’d have to say that  
my favorite moment may be on the last day of the internship, when  
we were lucky enough to band a Henslow’s Sparrow, a rare bird that 
we had been talking about for the past 12 weeks.  
     This experience has been an invaluable addition to my technical 
skills, and I am excited to continue my involvement with the bird lab 
through the spring.  
     Major thanks to Jonathan, Katie, and everyone else that taught us 
and lent a hand along the way, and to Alachua Audubon for providing 
this opportunity.  
 
Joseph Cermak  
     I first became interested in birds when my dad pointed out a 

mockingbird perched on a light pole and explained how it was 

imitating the calls of other birds in its songs. I found that fact to 

be fascinating and from that moment I developed an interest in 

birds and birdwatching. For a long time, nothing serious came 

out of it. I birdwatched but I was not involved in any study or 

conservation efforts specifically for birds. Then I heard about this 

internship through a meeting at UF’s GREBE club. I sent in an 

application with little expectation of anything coming out of it. 

Imagine my surprise when I was accepted. This internship would 

bring me closer to birds than I could ever imagine. 

     Going into this internship my feelings were mixed. I was  

excited that I would have such a valuable and hands-on oppor-

tunity. I was also apprehensive of having to perform such delicate 

tasks as untangling and banding the birds without harming them. 

But with more practice I became more confident and efficient at 

doing both of these things. I learned a lot about the processes of identifying, aging, and sexing birds by 

looking at their features. One of my favorite birds to untangle and process was the towhee because of its 

unique appearance and its personality. I also got to see a very rare Henslow’s sparrow on the last day of the 

internship.       

Joseph Cermak with a Pine Warbler. 

Samantha Hinsz with a Blue Jay. 

The most recent group of Alachua Audubon interns has finished their semester of exciting work with 
AAS projects. They all provided a great deal of help and enthusiasm along the way. Each one is receiving 
an intern scholarship of $400 in appreciation of their participation. Below they share their experiences.  

Notes from the AAS Interns 
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     In addition, I volunteered at the Florida Museum of Natural History under Dr. Kratter to enter old 

Florida Ornithological Society (FOS) rare bird archives data into the eBird app. In going through the old 

correspondence and files, I learned a lot of interesting details about the inner workings of large birdwatch-

ing societies such as FOS. It was also very neat to see the rare vagrants that have come through Florida at 

one point or another and the patterns that their movements follow. I hope that through helping with this 

I will be able to assist both researchers and the public alike in providing this data. 

     I am leaving this internship equipped with valuable skills and connections. Handling birds has given 

me more confidence in my abilities, and I have a better understanding of ecological fieldwork. I plan to 

use these going forward in my conservation career. 

     I want to thank everybody who guided and assisted me in this internship as well as my fellow interns.  

I could not have done it without your support.  

 

Pedro Lopez 

     This internship has been a wonderful experi-

ence for me. As a bird lover, I spend hours 

looking and searching for birds, but having the 

opportunity of handling them was even more 

fascinating. Being an intern of the Alachua 

Audubon Society, I was able to learn mist net-

ting and banding. The early mornings and the 

mosquitoes are not discouragement when you 

are rewarded with the satisfaction of successful-

ly extracting a bird without harming it, or wit-

nessing the guests smiling when they release 

their first bird, especially the children who are 

always the fastest on learning how to release 

them. 

     One of the highlights on this internship was 

a little downy woodpecker. This little trouble-

maker got his tongue wrapped in the net,  

because they have a miniature hook at the tip  

of their tongue that they use to extract worms 

from the tree holes. We spent a considerable 

amount of time trying to free him and when  

we decided that he had been in the net for too long, we chose to cut away the net since any bird is more 

important than a net. With everyone’s help we freed his tongue from the net and let him go unharmed. 

This shows that netting and banding can present real challenges but thankfully we learned from the best.  

     As a second activity, I offered help in sorting and analyzing the data from the lab. With over 600 birds 

already banded since the lab first started 3 years ago, there was enough data to see some cool results. We 

found that Gray Catbirds and White-eyed Vireos were the ones most recaptured each year, with lots of 

individual that were caught in 2020 being recaptured in 2021. Other more rare species like the Eastern 

Towhee and the Ovenbird showed site fidelity as well.  
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News from the Prairie Creek Banding Lab 

Henslow’s Sparrow (Centronyx henslowii).  Reported 12/5/2021. 
 

One of the most exciting aspects of bird banding research is the eventual 
and often inevitable moment when the usual birds you expect to catch 
and obtain data on is interrupted by something truly remarkable. 
     It’s happened before: a Sharp-shinned Hawk; two Cape May War-
blers; a Northern Bobwhite hen and one of her keats. All of these  
incidents serve as notable points of reference in the short tenure that  
the Prairie Creek Banding Lab has been open and operational. However, 
this moment from this morning’s banding session was exceptional.  
     Henslow’s Sparrows are regarded with very high esteem in Alachua 
County. They are an elusive and increasingly rare bird and, every winter, 

birders search high and low 
for them, trudging through 
dry, brittle pastureland and 
bramble thickets in the 
hope of flushing one into 
sight. How fortunate were 
my team and I when we 
came across one in the  
bottom rung of one of our nets.  
     So what is this bird, and what makes it such an extraordinary find? 
     Before the widespread intensification of agriculture in the middle 
of the last century, this bird was commonly found throughout the 
tallgrass prairies of the Midwest and the moist grasslands of eastern 
North America. Since then, populations have plummeted, and the 
Henslow’s Sparrow has been identified as a high-priority species for 
conservation with discussions (again) at the federal level for possible 
threatened status listing under the Endangered Species Act. 
     The conversion of hayfields and pastureland to row crops and 
other intensively managed forage crops (such as alfalfa) have especial-
ly contributed to this species’ population decline with an estimation 

of 1.5% per year from 1966 to 2015. Initiatives by the Conservation Reserve Program to create, restore, and/or 
enhance grassland habitats have reversed these trends in some localities, but populations have failed to recover in 
many states.  
     In addition, substantial loss of grassland habitats has also occurred on this species’ wintering grounds of which 
the upper two thirds of Florida is very much a part (see range map). Exclusion and reduction in the frequency of 
naturally occurring and seasonal fires, urbanization, and the conversion of pastureland to agriculture or pine  
plantations are all to blame.  
     We are fortunate that our field site at the Prairie Creek Banding Lab has some considerable fallow pasture that 
has proven suitable for overwintering Henslow’s Sparrows over the years. So much remains unknown about this 
species’ overwintering range and migratory behavior given its secretive habits. One thing is certain though, with 
reports of these birds in select sites across our county every winter, we as a community must do what we can to 
preserve existing pastureland, restore native grasslands, and continue searching and accounting for these birds. 
 

  
        By Jonathan Varol 

Henslow’s Sparrow. Photo by Jonathan Varol. 
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News from the Prairie Creek Banding Lab  

Blue-Headed Vireo (Vireo solitarius). Reported 12/1/2021. 
 

At long last, we were finally successful in banding one of 
these birds. For years, this species has evaded capture at the 
Prairie Creek Banding Lab and has represented a personal 
nemesis bird of mine…until now.  
     The Blue-headed Vireo is a migratory songbird that 
breeds in the coniferous forests of Canada and parts of the 
eastern United States at elevations above 400 meters (1,300 
feet). This vireo is one of the more specialized species in its 
breeding range, preferring mature and contiguous conifer-
ous forests as opposed to other eastern vireo species (red-
eyed; white-eyed; yellow-throated; etc.) that breed in a 
broader array of habitat types. 
     Here in North Florida, this species is an overwintering 
resident with no real commitment to any one habitat type.  

It is the latest  
vireo species to 
arrive to its winter-
ing grounds in the Fall season and typically moves singly through the 
landscape or in small associations of warblers and kinglets. It does 
not flock with its own species as it migrates to and from its respec-
tive breeding and wintering grounds. The highest concentration of 
overwintering Blue-headed Vireos in the United States is along the 
Gulf Coast, and these birds are commonly reported all winter long 
here in Alachua County. 
     The conservation status of this species is good. Breeding Bird 
Survey data suggests that their population has been increasing steadi-
ly over the past 50 years. This is likely the result of the regeneration 
of coniferous and broadleaf forests that had been felled across east-
ern North America in the 19th and 20th centuries. If this trend con-
tinues and forest cover is not removed, then this species will likely 
continue to see population increases and expansions across its range. 
 

        
          By Jonathan Varol 

Blue-headed Vireo. Photo by Jonathan Varol. 

BIRD WATCHING CLASS 

Develop your skills in identifying the birds in our region. Whether you are 

a beginner or have some experience in bird watching, this field course will 

increase your knowledge of our feathered friends. The class is provided via 

Santa Fe College’s Community Education program. It is taught by a variety 

of our local birding experts. The next birding class session will begin on 

January 22nd. Course Fee: $49.00. Note: Must be at least 18 yrs old to  
register. Register early as this class fills quickly.  

https://www.sfcollege.edu/cied/communityed/index 

https://www.sfcollege.edu/cied/communityed/index
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UF GREBE: The Next Generation of  Birders 

H igh school brings back memories of the band, pep rallies, and…birding? Maybe not for most, but it brought 

fulfillment to 14-year-old me unlike any hobby had done before. It’s the empowerment from knowing the 

birds around you, the relaxation of observing bird behaviors, and the rush you feel finding a new bird – feelings I 

wish more people my age were familiar with.  

     “Birdwatching is for old people,” “I don’t have enough patience for that,” 

and “Sounds boring” are responses I hear when telling peers I am an avid 

birder. Now a student at the University of Florida, I can confidently say bird-

ing is so much more than that. Gainesville’s birding community is steeped in 

history and hotspots like Payne’s Prairie and San Felasco supply great birds 

year-round. With every birder I meet, I discover new perspectives on the joys 

of birding. I hope to introduce every college student I meet to this phenome-

nal community. How will I do that? Through the small birding club at the  

University of Florida, the UF GREBE Audubon Campus Chapter (ACC).  

     Named for the small diving bird and an acronym for “Gators Ready for 

Exceptional Birding Experiences,” UF GREBE engages college students 

through workshops, field trips, and connections with an assortment of  

Audubon chapters. Over the years we’ve developed a rapport with these  

organizations 

and provide students of all majors with unique  

experiences – experiences I hope will facilitate a new 

passion, or at least a new appreciation, for birding.  

     A young person in conservation is in a powerful 

position; and I communicate this to our members 

whenever possible. Our local leaders consist mainly 

of older folks and it takes the initiative from organi-

zations like Audubon and birding clubs like GREBE 

to engage a younger audience. Alachua County is 

ahead of the game; but across the board, diversity is 

lacking in the natural sciences. If you would like to learn 

more about GREBE’s mission of empowering the next  

generation of young conservationists and how you can get 

involved, please send an email to grebeuf@gmail.com.  

You can also find our native plant demonstration garden 

just west of Newins-Ziegler Hall on campus or on Facebook 

@ufgrebegarden. 

     Birdwatching is not just for old people; it’s for everyone! 

Jacob Ewert 

President 

UF GREBE, ACC 

GREBE members Matt, Grayson, and Clara add 
mulch donated from UF Facilities Services to keep 
unwanted plants at bay at the native plant garden. 

Dr. Sieving, (top left), GREBE’s sponsor and professor of 
avian behavior at UF, demonstrates the process of banding a 
Yellow-rumped Warbler from capture to release.  

Exploring the UF Natural Area 
Teaching Lab on campus during  

Fall migration.  

mailto:grebeuf@gmail.com
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How Do You Like to Go Birding? 
 

There are many ways to enjoy birding. You can go 

on a group field trip, with a couple of friends, on 

your own at a nature park, or bird at home. There’s 

no one way and that is a good thing. Here are some  

examples. 

     Coffee and birds go very well together. Some of 

us like to sit in our bird viewing area at home and 

quietly sip our morning coffee, enjoying the birds as 

they wake up, warm up, and start looking for break-

fast. We have no desire to take pictures, write down 

the birds we see, or look up a bird’s behaviors. It’s a 

passive way of birding that’s the easiest to do. And 

for some, it’s ideal. 

     In contrast, some folks like to rise early and be on 

site while the birds are still asleep. They listen for 

bird songs, calls, and chips that they recognize from 

study and practice. They keep a list, mostly on eBird, 

of all the birds they see and perhaps the birds they 

only hear. They have a life list of all the birds they’ve 

seen since they began birding. They recognize most 

birds they see and hear, again from study and prac-

tice, and can even distinguish between adults, juve-

niles, first winters, young adults, and different 

morphs. They might do a Big Year wherein they try 

to see as many different species as possible within a geographic range (county, state, US). Birding is a serious pas-

sion for these avid birders and they enjoy the camaraderie, science, and practice of the activity.  

     Beginning birders might decide that the latter practice is not for them. They might want to enjoy the experience 

of seeing the birds in their yards. They might enjoy the group activity of a field trip and having the birds pointed 

out to them. Looking at a bird through a scope is exciting for almost everyone, beginners and experts alike. They 

might want to start a life list. Others might not feel a natural inclination to do so. Perhaps they can’t hear those 

high chip notes anymore or distinguish one bird call from another. They might want to enjoy the moment – being 

outside on a beautiful morning, being among friendly, helpful people, getting to see outstanding birds that they 

probably wouldn’t notice or recognize on their own. They might like to peruse birding articles, field guides, web-

sites, and/or programs about birding but might feel like trying to learn to recognize so many birds with so many 

variations is more than they are capable of or more than they want to invest. And that is fine!  

     Enjoy birding at whatever level suits you. Don’t feel pressured to keep a list, to become an expert, to become 

more active than you wish. Participating in eBird is a hugely important way to gather data about birds and has be-

come immensely popular and useful. However, it is not for everyone and doesn’t need to be. The important thing 

is to care about the birds, enjoy watching them, and to have a good time. You can invest as much time and energy 

as you like. Alachua Audubon is here to assist in any way we can. Our field trip leaders are among the best any-

where and they generously volunteer their time to help us all.  

     Please feel free to reach out with any questions or suggestions by sending an email to  

contact@AlachuaAudubon.org. We are always glad to hear from you. 

         By Karen Brown 

mailto:contact@AlachuaAudubon.org
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 The John Hintermister High School Scholarship Program  
 

     To encourage youth activities consistent with the Alachua Audubon Society mission, AAS is pleased to 
announce the availability of scholarships ($250) to Alachua County high school seniors who demonstrate 
an interest in wildlife or conservation. The expenditure of scholarship funds is not limited to academics  
and may be used however the student wishes. The number of awards may vary annually.  
 

     The award will be based upon the following criteria:  
 Keen interest in the environment, nature, and/or conservation  
 Involvement in extracurricular environmental/nature activities  
 Academic record  
 Teacher/counselor recommendation.  

 

     To be considered for a scholarship, an applicant must:  
1. Be a resident of Alachua County  
2. Be a student at the 12th grade level  
3. Be in good academic standing.  

 

     To learn more about the program and to apply online, go to www.alachuaaudubon.org/scholarship/. 
The deadline to apply is March 18, 2022. Scholarships will be awarded in April 2022. 

BOOK REVIEW 
Unflappable – A Novel by Suzie Gilbert 
 

This was a fun, fast-paced read! Luna Burke is a young 
bird rehabber in Florida who is determined to deliver an 
unreleasable Bald Eagle to a sanctuary in Canada, hope-
fully along with its captive mate. Along the way, we 
meet her wide circle of rehab-
ber colleagues and her  
unsavory, unlikely husband. 
All, of course, are colorful 
characters with idiosyncrasies 
and some salty language, but 
all are devoted to wildlife and 
to Luna. The story is a bit im-
plausible but true to life when 
it comes to the warm hearts, 
loyalty, and strong dedication 
of rehabbers everywhere.  
     Take this comic, romantic, 
suspenseful road trip with  
Luna, her support team and her pursuers – I think you 
will enjoy the ride. 
     Available from booksellers (also as an audio book) 
and from the author’s website: www.suziegilbert.com/ 
The author is a lifelong animal lover and a long time 
wildlife rehabber.   
    By Karen Brown 

Alachua Audubon is seeking a volunteer to serve as 

Treasurer on the Board of Directors. Tasks would in-

clude paying bills, processing income, reconciling bank 

statements, interacting with the CPA, producing budg-

et reports, and attending the monthly board meetings 

(currently via Zoom). Experience as a bookkeeper 

and/or with QuickBooks is helpful but not necessary. 

Please send an e-mail to contact@alachuaaudubon.org  

     AAS has been a thriving chapter of National Audu-

bon for more than 60 years. We have experienced  

rapid growth in the last few years 

likely due to many factors: the 

success of Sweetwater Wetlands 

Park as an amazing birding desti-

nation, the increasing popularity 

of birding as a hobby, our excep-

tional flock of volunteer field trip 

leaders, the high number of field trips we offer to the 

abundant natural areas in this vicinity, the hard work 

and dedication of our board of directors, and the 

plethora of BIRDS here. Although there is a serious 

amount of work to do, we have fun and are proud of 

the success of our chapter. Please join us if you are 

able to help out. 

Alachua Audubon Seeks Volunteer 

http://www.alachuaaudubon.org/scholarship/
https://www.suziegilbert.com/
http://www.suziegilbert.com/
mailto:contact@alachuaaudubon.org
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If so, here are some suggestions. 
     Donate a New or Used Pair of Binoculars to the GHS birding club and help us introduce more high school 
students to birding. Binoculars cost approximately $125, however, your extra set of used binoculars will be glad-
ly accepted. If you would like to help, please send an email to Contact@AlachuaAudubon.org.  
     Sponsor a College Intern – AAS provides valuable internship experiences to college students who learn and 
practice mist-netting, bird banding, nest box monitoring, and more. Interns receive a $400 scholarship at the 
completion of their program. Consider contributing to the AAS college internship fund with any amount. Read 
about the positive impacts of this internship on the students in this recent issue of The Crane. 
     Contribute to the Bird Banding Lab – We are continually improving and expanding this facility. Any dona-
tion to this important project is greatly appreciated. We are currently seeking a used but working golf cart to 
cover the long distances between banding nets. Donors will be treated to a tour of the Bird Banding Lab. 
     To donate any amount, scroll down to the Donate button on our Membership Page, choose or enter an 
amount, and add a note (the note option is available once you are logged in to PayPal) stating the program to 
which you are donating. You may also send a check and a note to AAS at the address on the last page of this 
newsletter. Please send an email to AlachuaAudubonTreasurer@gmail.com if you would like assistance.  
     Thank you for your consideration.  

Calling for Helpers! 
 

Would you like to spend time outdoors in the fresh 

air with friendly people?  

 No special skills required!  
 The weather is perfect!  
 Bird sightings a distinct probability!  
 Prairie Creek nature trails nearby!  

 

     The recently installed native plant area next to the 

Prairie Creek Banding Lab needs weeding. Efforts 

have begun with 3-hour time blocks once or twice a 

week. All interested helpers are encouraged to join 

us. Send an email to contact@alachuaaudubon.org 

and you will be notified  when scheduling begins. 

Rest room on site. Bring a pair of gardening gloves. 

It will be fun! 

Monthly Birds and Brews  
 

 

     The AAS Birds and Brews event continues  
to be popular with both new and experienced 
birders. Meet the first Sunday of the month at 
First Magnitude Brewery, 1220 SE Veitch St.  
Arrive early as parking can be scarce. There will 
be an Alachua Audubon table set up and loaner 
binoculars will be available. On January 2nd we 
will meet up at 4:15 for a 4:30 p.m. departure to 
Depot Park. On February 6th we will meet at 4:45 
for a 5:00 p.m. departure. It’s a lovely time of day 
for a leisurely stroll around the ponds to look for 
birds. Then we’ll return to First Magnitude for an 
optional cold brew and conversation. 
     All birding skill levels are welcome! 
Next event: Sunday, January 2nd at 4:15 p.m. 

Would you like to partner with Alachua Audubon and support specific programs?  

     John Winn has a more or less complete collec-
tion of Audubon magazines from the 1970s to 
2007, as well as miscellaneous older issues going 
back to 1947, and 70 or so issues of Birding maga-
zine. If anyone is interested in these magazines, 
please contact John at 352-468-1669.  

mailto:Contact@AlachuaAudubon.org
http://www.alachuaaudubon.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/CRANE-MAY-JUNE-2021.pdf
http://www.alachuaaudubon.org/membership/
mailto:AlachuaAudubonTreasurer@gmail.com
mailto:contact@alachuaaudubon.org
https://fmbrewing.com
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Alachua Audubon is trying a new twist on our  

annual Backyard Birding Tour. We are planning  

another way for you to view some amazing bird-

friendly yards in Alachua County without worrying 

about pandemics, inclement weather, or the price 

of gas. We will produce a “virtual tour” of some 

premier backyard habitats where we will ask select 

homeowners to share their tips and tricks for  

attracting a variety of birds. Methods are likely to 

include not only feeders and foods but water  

features, landscaping plants and habitats, special 

foods such as live meal worms, window treatments 

to prevent 

bird collisions, 

and more. 

This video 

program will 

be shared via 

Zoom. We’ll 

keep you  

posted! 

 

Volunteer Miguel Romero Olvera has been assisting 
Bob Simons by building kestrel nest boxes, checking 
the condition of existing boxes in the field, and  
supplying new nesting material where needed. Nest-
ing should be beginning soon.  

Backyard Birding Tour—Update! Spring 2022 College Internships 
 

Alachua Audubon Society seeks individuals interested in 
conservation, education, and other conservation activities. 
Interns must be currently matriculated college students in 
good academic standing and be able to contribute a mini-
mum of 5 hours per week for at least 12 weeks during a 
regular academic term. Intern opportunities anticipated in 
Spring 2022 include design of educational materials 
(graphic arts), helping with field trips and birding classes 
for the public/kids, mist netting/bird banding training for 
educational functions, and strategic social media. Interns 
may accrue academic credit if arranged by their institution. 
 
QUALIFICATIONS: 
 Undergraduate student, actively registered during the 

2021/22 academic year 
 Interested in conservation; knowledgeable or enthusi-

astic about birds 
 Must have 5 hours per week (including weekends) for 

activities with AAS staff 
 

APPLICATION:  
Electronic submission (PDF in email) should include: 
 letter of intent 
 latest resume with contact information 
 list of 3 references who agree to be contacted (with 

phone numbers); one must be a college professor  
 all in one single PDF file. 

 
Send applications via email to chucao@ufl.edu by January 
7, 2022, 5 pm. Put AAS INTERN in the subject line. 
 
If you have already served as an intern with us and you 
want to serve again, simply reapply!  
 

AAS is a 501(c)3 non-profit volunteer organization with 
commitments to conservation, collaboration, outreach, 
education and promoting nature’s welfare.  
 
 

http://www.alachuaaudubon.org/
mailto:chucao@ufl.edu


 

 

The Crane  Alachua Audubon Society  Volume 63  Number 3    Jan – Feb 2022             Page 19 

 

 

4212 NW 16th Blvd   Gainesville 
352-381-1997 

gainesville.wbu.com 
wbugainesville@gmail.com 

Birdseed · Feeders  · Nesting Boxes · Nature Gifts · Optics 

Mon-Sat 10-6   Sun 11-4 

 

TIDE WATER TOURS 
from Cedar Key 

 

For the ultimate birding experience 

by boat to remote coastal marshes or 

near shore islands   
Call or check out our website:  

352-543-9523  

tidewatertours.com  

https://gainesville.wbu.com/
mailto:wbugainesville@gmail.com
http://www.gainesville.thegreatframeup.com/
http://www.bluehighwaypizza.com/
http://www.kestreleco.com/
http://www.tidewatertours.com
http://www.tidewatertours.com/
http://www.tidewatertours.com/
mailto:BuzBireline@BosshardtRealty.com
https://sweetwaterinn.com/
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The Crane 
 January – February 2022 

 

Audubon Membership Explained 
 

     To join Audubon at the local level, please visit 
the AAS website where you may use PayPal to pay 
by credit card. You may also complete the mem-
bership form to the left, or print a form at Alachua 
Audubon.org/Membership. Choose the member-
ship level that is appropriate for you. Mail the  
completed form with your check, payable to  
Alachua Audubon Society, to the address provided.  
     To join Audubon at the National level, go to 
AlachuaAudubon.org/Membership where you will   
be directed to the NAS membership page. Your 
introductory membership will be credited to our 
local chapter and you will become an annual mem-
ber of the National Audubon Society, Audubon 
Florida and Alachua Audubon, with one-year  
subscriptions to National Audubon magazine, 
Audubon Florida Naturalist magazine, and  
Alachua Audubon’s bi-monthly newsletter,  
The Crane.  
     Please send any questions to  
AlachuaAudubonMembership@gmail.com  

  

Join Alachua Audubon! 
Membership Application 

 

Benefits of membership include expert-led  
field trips, programs for adults and youth,  

The Crane bi-monthly newsletter, conservation 
advocacy with local & state legislators, & more. 

 

Gift Memberships Available! 
 

Annual Membership Levels 
Choosing a higher level provides additional  

support for our local chapter.  
Student  $10 Individual  $15 
Family  $30 Limpkin  $50 
Purple Gallinule   $100  
Swallow-tailed Kite   $250 
Sandhill Crane   $500 
Whooping Crane*  $1,000 
(*bestows lifetime membership) 

 

Join online with PayPal 
www.alachuaaudubon.org/membership/ 

 or send your application and check payable to  
Alachua Audubon Society 

to: PO Box 140464, Gainesville, FL 32614-0464 
 

Name: ____________________________ 

Address: __________________________ 

City: _____________________________ 

State: ______________Zip: ___________ 

Email: ____________________________ 
The Crane is distributed via email. Your email  
address will not be shared with other organizations.  

 

Alachua Audubon (AAS) is an official chapter of  
National Audubon and Audubon Florida. If you 
belong to National Audubon and live in our area, 

you are automatically a member of AAS.  
To join National Audubon, please go to  

AlachuaAudubon.org/Membership where you 
will be directed to their membership page.  

 

Alachua Audubon is a 501(c)3 organization. 

http://www.AlachuaAudubon.org
http://www.alachuaaudubon.org/membership/
http://www.alachuaaudubon.org/membership/
http://www.alachuaaudubon.org/membership/
https://www.audubon.org
https://fl.audubon.org
https://fl.audubon.org
http://www.alachuaaudubon.org/
https://fl.audubon.org/about-us/audubon-florida-naturalist-magazine
http://www.alachuaaudubon.org/newsletter-yearbook/
mailto:AlachuaAudubonMembership@gmail.com
http://www.alachuaaudubon.org/membership/

