
Alachua Audubon Society’s President’s Message 

The President’s Message will replace the July/August 2022 edition of Alachua Audubon 
Society’s The Crane Newsletter so that Newsletter Editor, Karen Brown, can enjoy a well-
deserved break.  

With Rex Rowan at the helm, the Alachua County birding community just wrapped up an astounding 
month of chasing birds for The June Challenge. This June Challenge was marked by enthusiastic 
participants who employed creative bird searching techniques. But more on The June Challenge results 
momentarily.  

The Alachua Audubon Society (AAS) has embraced many exciting initiatives for the coming year, some 
new and others continuing, that I will briefly share.    

Youth Education 
In a partnership with Rawlings Elementary School--a low-income and Title 1 school--AAS Board Members 
Felicia Lee and Jacob Ewert expanded on the educational birding program that Sharon Kuchinski 
initiated for her students. During this past school year, Felicia and Jacob led bird walks around the 
surprisingly “birdy” Rawlings school campus. The grand finale activity was a bird outing to Sweetwater 
Wetlands Park that was led by Felicia and Jacob. AAS financed the bus transportation and the students 
used the collection of binoculars that were donated to Sweetwater by AAS. More AAS-led bird activities 
are planned at Rawlings Elementary for the upcoming 2022/2023 school year.  

Similar to the Rawlings bird program but on a much larger scale, AAS will finance bus transportation 
during the 2022/2023 school year for 4th grade classes from three to four elementary schools to travel to 
Sweetwater Wetlands Park and Morningside Nature Center, where park staff will implement their 
exceptional nature-based educational programs. As we explored ways in which to offer bird and nature 
programs to young students, particularly those at under-served schools, we discovered that 
transportation funding was frequently the limiting factor. AAS is excited to partner with the Friends of 
Nature Parks and the City of Gainesville Parks, Recreation and Cultural Affairs to bring birds and nature 
to young students throughout Gainesville! 

Gainesville High School teachers, Maggie Paxton and Leigh Larson, started a high school-level birding 
program by installing an array of bird feeding stations outside of their classrooms and leading their 
students on periodic after-school bird outings. AAS donated a spotting scope for the students to more 
closely admire the birds that visit the feeders outside their classrooms. Starting in September, AAS will 
support Maggie and Leigh’s high school bird program by donating $50 each month for bird seed. We will 
also join in on their bird outings should they need additional field trip leaders and provide loaner 
binoculars for the students’ use.  

Alachua Audubon has become involved in one more youth program, this time leading weekly bird walks 
for the Cuscowilla Summer Camp (formerly Camp McConnell) near Micanopy. AAS Board Member Tim 
Hardin, and AAS volunteer Stephanie Hornbuckle, will guide the young summer campers as they explore 
the exciting world of birds and nature.  

Prairie Creek Bird Banding Lab and Native Plant Garden  
Alachua Audubon’s Bird Banding Lab at Prairie Creek Preserve, led by AAS Board Members Jonathan 
Varol and Dr. Katie Sieving, successfully completed its fourth year of banding birds, collecting a wealth of 
scientific data, and training college students through semester-long internship programs. Many 
upgrades were made at the banding lab this past year – a golf cart to expedite the examination of mist 
nests and to more quickly transport captured birds to the lab station for banding and release; a series of 
three scientific posters that were professionally designed by AAS’s Chris Burney; some logistical items 
such as storage cabinets and supplies; and a full-scale native plant garden. Look for an article from 
Jonathan in an upcoming AAS newsletter where he will summarize some of the exciting results of AAS’s 
bird banding lab.  



Jonathan’s vision did not stop with the bird banding lab. Through grant writing, Jonathan secured funds 
first from Florida Power and Light and then from Audubon Florida for a native plant garden, which he 
spearheaded adjacent to the banding lab at Prairie Creek Preserve. Many volunteers helped Jonathan 
prepare the beds and plant the new plants, and these volunteers continue to assist with weeding and 
watering during this critical time of plant establishment. We would dearly love to recruit a few more 
volunteers who could assist us in nurturing those lovely natives, so please contact us at 
AlachuaAudbon.org if you might be interested. And look for Audubon-led field trips to the Prairie Creek 
Preserve Bird Banding Lab and Native Plant Gardens this fall and spring.    

Bird Outings 
Audubon-led field trips will continue during the 2022/2023 season. The popular Birds and Brews sets out 
from First Magnitude Brewery during the late afternoon on the first Sunday of each month. Meet 
Michael Brock and other AAS volunteers for a stroll to Depot Park in search of birds and then back to the 
brewery for an optional cold brew and conversation.    

Wednesday morning bird walks at Sweetwater Wetland Parks will resume in September, when we will 
meet at 8:30 am at the entrance pavilion. During these weekly bird walks, participants typically tally over 
50 species--some year-round species, some seasonal, and often a rarity or two.    

A diverse offering of weekend birding field trips is on tap for the 2022/2023 season. Look for the 
schedule in the September/October AAS newsletter and on our website and Facebook page. Hats off to 
the AAS field trip committee – Barbara Shea, Adam Zions, Tim Hardin, and Michael Brock – for such 
detailed and time-consuming planning of so many bird outings.  

Alachua Audubon continues to coordinate and lead birding classes through the Santa Fe College 
Continuing Education Program. These classes have introduced many people to the fascinating world of 
birds, and we are continually inspired as we see folks from the classes participate in other Audubon-led 
bird outings. Thank you to AAS Board Member Gary Gossman for coordinating the SFC Birding Classes, 
and to the many other Audubon volunteers who have so enthusiastically led a weekly bird class.    

Evening Programs 

Monday, July 25, at 7:00 p.m. “Bird Photography Basics” by Mitch Walters – Mitch is an award-winning 
nature photo-grapher and PhD candidate studying avian acoustics at the University of Florida. Birds may 
be colorful and adorable, but they are also skulky and flighty, making them challenging subjects to 
photograph. Join Mitch as he shares his best tips for successfully and consistently capturing birds behind 
the camera, while also showcasing the incredible beauty and diversity of bird photography in Florida 
(and beyond)! 
 

Join the Zoom Meeting at: 
https://us06web. zoom. us/j/9452745251?pwd=NWpWS3R2VmVHb1p3a0RCUnlmVmhKQT09 
Meeting ID: 945 274 5251 Passcode: 419052 
or visit the Events tab on our website at AlachuaAudubon.org, and click on Programs.  

 

Thursday, August 18, at 7:00 p.m.  "Why Make Nest Boxes for Kestrels?" by Bob Simons  

For the past 30 years, Bob Simons has built and installed over 150 nest boxes for Southeastern American 

Kestrels with the help of boy scouts, student interns, and volunteers. The boxes are monitored to 
gauge their activity. Why did he do this? What have we learned? Join us to find out.  
 

Join the Zoom meeting at: 
https://us06web. zoom. us/j/85978865961?pwd=aTZ6QWRHaEpQRit0UlBCdlhxL0VjZz09 or visit the 
Events tab on our website at AlachuaAudubon.org and click on Programs.  
 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/9452745251?pwd=NWpWS3R2VmVHb1p3a0RCUnlmVmhKQT09


Conservation 
Perhaps the longest-running AAS conservation project is the Southeastern American Kestrel nest box 
program, led by the longest-tenured AAS Board Member, Bob Simons. Bob has built hundreds of kestrel 
(and bluebird) nest boxes and installed them throughout Alachua and surrounding counties. When AAS 
purchased a telescoping pole camera a few years ago, Bob and various college interns began assessing 
the success of nesting kestrels. Bob discovered that the 2022 kestrel nesting season turned out to be a 
largely successful one. At one particular location, the Watermelon Pond site, nesting kestrels were 
documented in all seven of the Bob-installed nest boxes. Join Bob as he reports on this very successful 
kestrel monitoring program on August 18th. On a related note, AAS is exploring the possibility of 
expanding our bird monitoring program to include Burrowing Owls.     

I would like to share a huge conservation victory with you in which AAS had a small role. Dollar General 
proposed building a store on the corner of US 441 and Tuscawilla Road in Micanopy on a parcel with 
huge archaeological and ecological significance. Several organizations, including Alachua Audubon, 
mobilized and advocated against this sensitive parcel location. In spite of the many convincing 
arguments to deny the site plan, the County Planning Department voted unanimously in favor of Dollar 
General. We felt defeated as we left the meeting. But the advocacy continued. Tuscawilla Road was 
soon nominated and eventually approved as a County Scenic Road, and with the new protective 
designation, the road would no longer accommodate large trucks, including Dollar General delivery 
trucks. DG withdrew its permit to build a store at this sensitive location and Alachua County just 
purchased the property for preservation, a rare and significant victory for conservation.    

Another threat to local conservation lands was temporarily averted. The St. Johns River Water 
Management District recently announced that they would surplus some of their upland conservation 
lands, including properties on the east side of Newnan’s Lake in Alachua County. When Chris Ferrell with 
Audubon Florida discovered, and then advocated against, this ill-conceived plan, the SJRWMD 
temporarily withdrew their plan. AAS is partnering with Chris and other staff at Audubon Florida to 
prevent the sale and ultimate loss of these publicly-owned properties.  

Assorted Other AAS Initiatives 
Next time you visit Sweetwater Wetlands Park, check out the large, new, AAS-funded, white-board map 
at the entrance pavilion. And feel free to mark the map with any locations of noteworthy wildlife 
sightings.    

And if you wish to borrow a nice pair of binoculars, a Sibley field guide, and other birding resources, look 
no further than the Alachua County Public Library. AAS has assembled 10 birding kits into backpacks and 
donated the backpack birding kits to the public library for general circulation and check-out. We have 
learned that these birding kits are hugely popular.    

Hopefully, the dark veil of COVID will dissipate this winter and Alachua Audubon will once again host the 
popular Backyard Birding Tour. Designed to be an educational event to learn about bird-friendly yards, 
this will be a tour of 4-6 yards that host an array of bird feeders and other attractants. If you have a yard 
that you would like to consider featuring on the Backyard Birding Tour in February, please contact AAS 
at AlachuaAudubon.org.   

AAS has helped finance two local bird projects – a bird cam on an osprey nest built on a stadium light 
fixture at a UF ball field so viewers could watch the hatching and rearing of osprey chicks; and 
renovation funds for mews (flight cages) at the Sunrise Wildlife Rehabilitation Center in High Springs.   

As I leave you with Rex Rowan’s summary of the results of the exciting June Challenge, I am hugely 
inspired by the motivation and enthusiasm of the Alachua Audubon Society Board Members – Tim 
Hardin, Felicia Lee, Bob Simons, Emily Schwartz, Anne Casella, Karen Brown, Barbara Shea, Jonathan 
Varol, Katie Sieving, Eric Amundson, Adam Zions, Christina Opett, Pratibha Singh, Gary Gossman, 
Elizabeth Mance, Zachary Holmes, and Kayla Ehrlich. We are all volunteers who value birds, nature, and 
conservation. If you are not a member of the Alachua Audubon Society, please consider joining today. 



More members allow us to do more for the benefit of avian conservation. There is also strength in 
numbers when we advocate for conservation of our natural resources.   

Please feel free to reach out to us at AlachuaAudubon.org if you would like to assist with any of our 
educational or conservation initiatives. I hope to see you soon enjoying nature in all its beauty.  

For birds and conservation, 

Debbie 

Debbie Segal 
President, Alachua Audubon Society 

 

The June Challenge – 2022 
 

There was a real spirit of adventure in this year's June Challenge, and it was as much fun to watch as it 
was to participate in. Tim Hardin had told me in May that he wasn't planning to push so hard this year, 
and might even take mid-June off, so to speak, but once in the event he couldn't help himself. This was 
probably due to the unrelenting competition he faced, mainly from Jose Miguel Ponciano, a UF biology 
professor who has rediscovered the joy of birding after 20 years absorbed in math and statistics, and 
Chris Cattau, a 19th-century explorer-naturalist who has somehow found himself transported into the 
21st century, where he works as an ecologist. These and other hard-charging birders seemed to find 
something new and rare every day, and you could either keep up with them or they'd leave you behind. 
Birders chasing one rarity invariably seemed to find another. Chris found Black Terns on Newnans Lake 
and while looking for the Black Terns, Tim found Least Terns and Chris found a Common Loon, and the 
search for these turned up Common Terns, and so on. The energy and enthusiasm generated by all 
these rarities was enough to inspire the renting of boats on Lake Santa Fe and Newnans Lake, and the 
launching of canoes and kayaks at Newnans, Lochloosa, and Orange. It was a veritable birding navy! 
When the dust cleared, Jose Miguel and Tim had tied for first place with 129, and Chris had come in 
third with 124. This was Jose Miguel's first June Challenge. It was Tim's fourth, but he's won first place, 
or tied for first, in the last three of them. They didn't just win Alachua County, either. They won the 
state, with the highest total of all 68 birders who submitted a list to the FWC 
site: https://floridabirdingtrail.com/2022-june-challenge-results/ 
 
Alachua County birders recorded 132 species this June, and of these Tim and Jose Miguel saw 98%. That 
may be the highest percentage ever recorded in the Challenge's history. There were some good birds. 
Brown Pelicans showed up not just once but three times, at Orange Lake, at Lake Santa Fe, and at 
Newnans Lake. Ring-necked Duck was found at both Barr Hammock and Orange Lake. Belted Kingfishers 
were seen in six different places, and Yellow-crowned Night-Herons were almost as common. Five 
species of migratory shorebirds were recorded, including an early-record Spotted Sandpiper at Powers 
Park on June 30th. Two species of migratory warblers dropped in at the end of the month, a Louisiana 
Waterthrush at O'Leno and three Black-and-white Warblers, two at San Felasco Hammock and one at 
the Hatchet Creek Tract. And an amazing six species of terns were recorded, including the best bird of 
the Challenge, Common Tern. At least two Commons were at Newnans Lake, constituting the first June 
record for Alachua County. On the other hand, Tumblin Creek Park's Gray Catbird – discovered by Chris 
in 2015 – was not found for the first time in eight years, and we missed American Robin for the first time 
in nine years. Wood Thrush, formerly an uncommon nesting bird at San Felasco and in northwest 
Gainesville, continues to be missing in action; it was last reported in a remote part of San Felasco on the 
2013 Challenge. 
 
We fielded 44 participants this year, about the same as last year. Sadly, we had no entries in the under-
16 category. Of the 44, twenty saw 100+ species. Of course the point of The June Challenge is not to 

https://floridabirdingtrail.com/2022-june-challenge-results/


win, or to get a big list; the point is to have fun, to get out in the fresh air and sunshine and to see some 
beautiful birds, and I hope every participant considers himself or herself a winner in that respect.  
 
Thanks for playing! I'll be back in touch next May!     

 Rex Rowan 
 
Here are the final standings (in the event of a tie, names are listed alphabetically): 
 
Tim Hardin  129 
Jose Miguel Ponciano  129 
Chris Cattau  124 
Roxy Ohanyan  121 
Raci Ulusoy  117 
Pelin Karaca  116 
Anne Casella  113 
Stephanie Hornbuckle  111 
Bob Carroll  109 
Tina Greenberg  109 
Glenn Israel  109 
Rex Rowan  109 
Debbie Segal  109 
Marie Zeglen  107 
Howard Adams  104 

Eric Link  104 
Brent Henderson  103 
Becky Enneis  102 
John Martin  102 
Meredith Kite  101 
Hanna Radcliffe  98 
Danielle Zukowski  98 
Brad Hall  96 
Maggie Paxson  96 
Darrell Hartman  95 
Sue Hartman  95 
Wendy Seale  94 
Barbara Shea  94 
Matt Hitchings  92 
Matt Bruce  88 

Erin Kalinowski  87 
Jason Chen  84 
Linda Holt  84 
Bob Knight  83 
Tom Wronski  83 
Ellen Frattino  80 
Austin Gregg  80 
Jen Munley  80 
Rick Wolf  79 
Sara Palmi  76 
Oscar Calinescu  74 
Eric Amundson  71 
Pratibha Singh  65 
Autumn Rose  62 

 
And here's the complete list of the 132 bird species reported during this year's Challenge: 
 

1. Black-bellied Whistling-Duck 
2. Canada Goose 
3. Muscovy Duck 
4. Wood Duck 
5. Blue-winged Teal 
6. Mallard 
7. Mottled Duck 
8. Ring-necked Duck 
9. Northern Bobwhite 
10. Wild Turkey 
11. Pied-billed Grebe 
12. Rock Pigeon 
13. Eurasian Collared-Dove 
14. Common Ground Dove 
15. White-winged Dove 
16. Mourning Dove 
17. Yellow-billed Cuckoo 
18. Common Nighthawk 
19. Chuck-will's-widow 
20. Chimney Swift 
21. Ruby-throated Hummingbird 
22. King Rail 
23. Common Gallinule 
24. American Coot 
25. Purple Gallinule 
26. Purple Swamphen 

27. Limpkin 
28. Sandhill Crane 
29. Whooping Crane 
30. Black-necked Stilt 
31. Killdeer 
32. White-rumped Sandpiper 
33. Semipalmated Sandpiper 
34. Spotted Sandpiper 
35. Solitary Sandpiper 
36. Greater Yellowlegs 
37. Laughing Gull 
38. Least Tern 
39. Caspian Tern 
40. Black Tern 
41. Common Tern 
42. Forster's Tern 
43. Royal Tern 
44. Common Loon 
45. Wood Stork 
46. Anhinga 
47. Double-crested Cormorant 
48. American White Pelican 
49. Brown Pelican 
50. Least Bittern 
51. Great Blue Heron 
52. Great Egret 



53. Snowy Egret 
54. Little Blue Heron 
55. Tricolored Heron 
56. Cattle Egret 
57. Green Heron 
58. Black-crowned Night-Heron 
59. Yellow-crowned Night-Heron 
60. White Ibis 
61. Glossy Ibis 
62. Roseate Spoonbill 
63. Black Vulture 
64. Turkey Vulture 
65. Osprey 
66. Swallow-tailed Kite 
67. Cooper's Hawk 
68. Bald Eagle 
69. Mississippi Kite 
70. Snail Kite 
71. Red-shouldered Hawk 
72. Broad-winged Hawk 
73. Short-tailed Hawk 
74. Red-tailed Hawk 
75. Barn Owl 
76. Eastern Screech-Owl 
77. Great Horned Owl 
78. Burrowing Owl 
79. Barred Owl 
80. Belted Kingfisher 
81. Red-headed Woodpecker 
82. Red-bellied Woodpecker 
83. Downy Woodpecker 
84. Northern Flicker 
85. Pileated Woodpecker 
86. American Kestrel 
87. Great Crested Flycatcher 
88. Eastern Kingbird 
89. Eastern Wood-Pewee 
90. Acadian Flycatcher 
91. White-eyed Vireo 
92. Yellow-throated Vireo 
93. Red-eyed Vireo 
94. Loggerhead Shrike 
95. Blue Jay 
96. American Crow 
97. Fish Crow 
98. Carolina Chickadee 
99. Tufted Titmouse 
100.  Northern Rough-winged Swallow 

101.  Purple Martin 

102.  Barn Swallow 

103.  Brown-headed Nuthatch 

104.  Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 

105.  Carolina Wren 

106.  Brown Thrasher 

107.  Northern Mockingbird 

108.  European Starling 

109.  Eastern Bluebird 

110.  House Sparrow 

111.  House Finch 

112.  Bachman's Sparrow 

113.  Eastern Towhee 

114.  Yellow-breasted Chat 

115.  Eastern Meadowlark 

116.  Orchard Oriole 

117.  Red-winged Blackbird 

118.  Brown-headed Cowbird 

119.  Common Grackle 

120.  Boat-tailed Grackle 

121.  Louisiana Waterthrush 

122.  Black-and-white Warbler 

123.  Prothonotary Warbler 

124.  Common Yellowthroat 

125.  Hooded Warbler 

126.  Northern Parula 

127.  Pine Warbler 

128.  Yellow-throated Warbler 

129.  Summer Tanager 

130.  Northern Cardinal 
131.  Blue Grosbeak 

132.  Indigo Bunting


